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Will maintain contact with officers of. the, Deanons Q 

of Defense and. Justice of Bogalusa to be aware of tha 

activities of that organization in seguir a Paris 
; 9-7 HO 


A 
Sere PAGE) 


Fore) nna IN | SPACES BEL ; Simi Cv. 
Sor, ESMADER 
PQO- Bureau (any aden), ; SFT ot ak 6b a oe Rec 45 
‘Birmingham (157-1446 : —_— 
Charlotte, 187882) pent = Toy 


Jackson: (157-3465) . 
Jacksonville (157-1074) 
~ Mobile (157-1017) 
1 - Savannah (157-731) 
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- ICG, New Orleans, Louisiana 

- Secret Service, New Orleans, Louisiana 
- Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Unit, New Orleans, Louisiana 
- New Orleans (157-3290) 


AT HOMER, LOUISIANA 


Will maintain contact with leaders of the Deacons 
of Defenses and Justice in order to be aware of activities of 


that organization in that area of Louisiana, 


AT JONESBORO, LOUISIANA 


Will re-contact PERCY LEE BRADFORD and: obtain a 
copy of the by-laws of the Deacons of Defense and Justice. 
Will maintain contact with officers of the Deacons of Defense. 
‘and Justice in order to be aware of any additional chapters 
authorized by the Deacons of Defense and Justice in any other 


area of Louisiana or in any other state.’ 


“INFORMANTS : 


IDENTITY OF SOURCE 


| NO T+1 is 
Ae T-2 is 
NO T-3 is 
ADMINISTRATIVE: 


) 
LOCATION OF INFORMATION | 


7 


Copies of this' report are being furnished to 


listed offices. for: information inasmuch’as there is a 


possibility that additional i iin ‘will be requested 


by these offices. 


te 


B 
(COVER PAGE) 


NO 157-3290 Cc IAL‘) 
MAK :mnw 


Copies are being furnished to ICG, ‘Secret Service, 
and Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Unit, New Orleans, ‘Louisiana, in 
view of their interest in this. organization. 


It is noted that the date of typing of the FD-302's 
in this report has been delayed which is. due to the fact that 
rough draft inserts were submitted for incorporation into 
this report. 


The following interviews with[ sss and b7D 
are being set forth on the administrative pages 
inasmuch as they specifically requested that their information 
be ‘kept confidential. 


4 


Pan 


Cc 
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Justice, Inc., but he is not an-officer nor is he a member 


+ (CORE) set up an office in Jonesboro at Congo and ‘Cedar 


‘restaurants and other public places, thereby creating considerable 
‘thgee young white males who threatened to bring 150 Klan 


_ Of Police ADRIAN PEEVY who, mowing the identities of the. 


‘avoid bloodshed, some direction or organization would .be needed 


NO 157-3290 
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The following investigation was. conducted'by SA's 
ROSS D, WOLCOTT and ROBERT A. HESS at Jonesboro, Louisiana: 


; b7D 
Cd @rrotect Identity) , Co 
Louisiana, on August 3,1965, advised 
that he‘is currently a_member of the Deacons .Of Defense and 


of the Board'd Directors. He requested that before he ‘made 
any statement regarding the Deacons Of Defense and Justice 
‘(DDF) he be assured that all information supplied ‘by him: be 
held in the strictest confidence, 

‘ = 7 


Laat oer that two incidents which occurred: in b7D 
Jonesboro during arelgs a of 1964 indicated to him and other 
members of the Negro community a need for some sort of protection. 
He related that early in 1964 the Congress of ‘Racial Equality 
Streets, and members were visiting previously segregated: 


racial tension. Several white CORE workers were employed 
in Jonesboro and this led to a visit to CORE Headquarters by 


meubers to the Quarters (Negro section of town), [___], who 


at that time was employed as'[_ _], alerted Chief 


boys, immediately had them taken into custody and gave them 
a good, talking to, [___], unaware of PEEVY's action, 
requisitioned a couple of logging ‘trucks and blocked the 
Streets leading past CORE Headquarters, As the word spread 
through the Quarters about the Klan coming, [| noted that 
several Negroes began arming themselves. They apparently had 
no definite plans but stood ready to protect their individual 
property. ‘pointed out that fortunately the three boys 
never returned with the Klan members and' therefore any chance 
of violence was averted, This sudden readiness on the part 
of individual Negroes revealed that violence could be expected 
from any Negro or white source at any time but in order to 


i D j 
(COVER PAGE) 


CONFIDENTIAL © 


NO 157-3290, 
MAK; jas 


7 — CONFIBENTIAL 


to guide the Negroes into avoiding any ‘conflicts with. the 
whites, 


The second incident occurred weep eee ae 1964 
when a motorcade of approximately 40 cars fi ooded 
‘Klan members drove through the Quarters, There was no dis- 
‘play of weapons by' either side; however, it was the opinion 
of most Negroes that they had to be ready to ward off any 
activities directed against them by the Ku Klux Klan, 


[_|continuea that it was decided at this point, seal 


August through October, 1964, by PERCY LEE ‘BRADFORD , EARNEST 
‘THOMAS, FREDERICK DOUGLAS KIRKPATRICK, ELMO. JACOBS, ALLEN ~ 
SCHERRAH (no longer a member). and himself that an organization 
be formed which would aid in civic improvement by educating 
the Negroes in the responsibilities of good citizenship and. 
leadership, It was also felt by this group that the organi- 
zation should be dedicated to the defense of civil rights ‘by 
honorable and legal means. It would not be a secret ° 
‘organization and violence would not be tolerated: except as a 
defensive act. It was the general feeling of the group' that 
the local citizenry of Jonesboro would immediately brand ‘them 
as a Negro Klan type outfit and their initial: ideas’ were « «= 
directed toward proving they were not a radical organization: 
and through peaceful efforts would attempt to gain recognition. 
It was, therefore, decided that they would permit no influence 
by outside groups, espe Black Nationalist groups and” 
Similar organizations, mentioned that this desire to 
prevent being termed "radical" has kept them from being more 
active than they are, 


[_] commented that during the summer of 1964 he ieee 
was a member of the Bi-racial Committee in Jonesboro and 
through this committee approached L, 0, TATE, Mayor of 
Jonesboro, in an effort to organize a general cleanup of the 
Slum areas of Jonesboro, He further stated that Mayor TATE 
‘was enthusiastic about the idea; however, the prpposed project 
was killed by the City Council or someone else and' was never 
developed. The DDJ took this idea as, one of their first 
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projects of civicimprovement and under the direction of 
‘FREDERICK KIRKPATRICK they proceeded to physically clean up 
not only the slum areas but the entire city as well. They 
felt this would help them sell themselves and the DDJ to the 
townspeople, i 


At the rae organizational meetings was b7D 
When 


the time came to apply for a corpo ion charter it w 
decided that he would step down as 
LC |, as he was employed by the schoo 


board and his position as an officer might jeopardize his 
job, EARNEST THOMAS was elected tothe position of Vice 
‘President and placed on the Board of Directors in his place, 
It was generally understood by all members that THOMAS ‘would 
be a figurehead only but he, THOMAS, assumed more power than. 
was originally anticipated, They had’ no official spokesman, 
‘and THOMAS elevated himself to this position on his own, at 
which time he made public statements regarding the use of 
firearms and in general advocates violence, 


' THOMAS has repeatedly emphasized in meetings of 
the DDJ ‘that weapons ,and ammunition be purchased, but ‘the 
more level-headed nenbers. have killed any motions along ‘these 
lines, ma that THOMAS ‘has never revealed that he, © = »>7P 
THOMAS, has a source for ‘aut c weapons in either Houston, 
Chicago or any other place, ‘readily admitted that 
“nearly all members of ths DDJ possess personal firearms, as 
‘doss everyone else throughout the community. is of the 
opinion that THOMAS saw an opportunity ‘to prope imself into 

a position of importance and is using the DDJ for that purpose, 
He added that the DDJ has internally developed a "Release 
Committee" of which THOMAS is Chairman, It is the function 
of this group to supervise and approve all public statements. 
concerning the DDJ and their activities, THOMAS, ‘through 
contact with the public in this position, has located ' and 
been approached by several people who have indicated both 
moral and financial assistance to the organization, As of this 
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‘time, however, all monetary contributions have been refused, 

[ {confided that THOMAS is the only "radical" thinker ‘in eID 
the DDJ, and it is anticipated that he will be removed from 

all offices at the next Sisctxen, date ‘unknown, 


[_|stated that the DDJ originally het at 3100 b7D 
North Cedar Street in Jonesboro but now meet every Tuesday 
evening at various locations throughout the Quarters. ' He 
Said there are see ieee 
and a ag memes ree Of $2,00is collected from each 
member, waS unable to recall the initiation fee but 
indicated it was either $5,00 or $10.00. The monthly 


-assessment is noted on a financial card carried by the 


members, and this designates him a member in good standing 
only if his dues are in a current status. This card a 
carries a round-shaped seal with scale insignia and words 
"DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE" and‘ the signature of an 
officer, and is the only proof of membership, Inside this 
card is a column indicating "Local Dues” and a column 
indicating "G. C. Dues,"  ornletnad G, C, means "Grand 
Chapter" referring to the Jonesboro group. He added’ that 
other chapters such: as Bogalusa and Homer are required to 
submit 10 per cent of local dues to Jonesboro to defray 
‘cost of literature, mailing, telephone and other expenses, 
b6 

[|stated his business address is[___—idys _ bIC 
— Louisiana, and that this has been used as the only = »b7D 
mailing address by the. Deacons, 


=a that local chapters of the DDJ have been 
organized in Bogalusa and Homer, Louisiana, and these chapters 
are chartered by the Jonesboro organization. He woul ‘not 
reveal the names of the other communities who ‘have applied “s b7D 
aS proper Screening and investigation have not been completed, : 
‘He indicated that the applications were numsrous and would 
advise when charters are granted. He further commented that 
there currently are no white members of the DDJ, -but they 
would be admitted if their objectives were the same. 
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In regard to patrols and guards, the DDJ have - 
been readily available on tests of public accommodations , etc, 
He indicated further that they have served as lookouts’ on 
marches to City Hall and, the Jackson Parish Courthouse; how- 


ever, they did not consider themselves guards, as: all they 


wanted to do was be in. the area in the event mass rioting 
broks out. He said they have purchased six walkie-talkies 
for this purpose, On these occasions he readily admitted 
that some members were probably armed with personal sidearns. 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA's MICHAEL M. MC DONNELL and ANTHONY AMOROSO, JR,: 


AT HODGE, LOUISIANA 
b7D 


ouisiana, was contacte and he furnished 
the following information ona confidential basis (PROTECT 
IDENTITY) ; 


Oa BiS/05 |__| sivbaal that the Hodge Bank has an = »7D 
account in the name o @acons Of Defense and Justice", 

Drawer B, Jonesboro, Louisiana, This account was opened on 
6/15/65, md attire present. time this checking account has a 
balance of-$98.50,/ The account card contains five names of 
individusig ‘whos e-authorized to sign checks. A combination 

of the nam@S of any three of these five ‘individuals must 

appear on a check issued for it to be valid, The five names 

on the account card are as follows: 


EARNEST THOMAS, COSETTA JACKSON, CHARLIE WHITE, 
ELMO JACOBS, and PERCY LEE BRADFORD, 
[J advised that a deposit of $708.00 was made to = »7D 
this account on 7/29/65 but that on the same date he 
believes a check payable to Cash was written also. in'the amount 
of $708,000, He could furnish no sich information concern-. 
ing this account, 
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On 8/6/65, aes contacted, and he advised: his 
bank also has an account ‘in ‘the name "Jackson Parish Community 
TEE BRADFORD, Do une HAS Ores uisiana. AS 
LEE BRADFORD louisiana. As” 
of 8/6/65, this account had a balance of $265,05. There also 
appears on the account card the names of ALLEN 'SHERRARD, 
COSETTA JACKSON’ and FRED D, TALTON,. The last name is not 
written clearly, so the exact spelling is not ‘known, In 
order for a check to be issued against this account, ‘three of 
the above four nameS, which includes BRADFORD, “must appear 
as the maker of the chsck, [| advised that there ‘has been 
little activity with this account. This account. ‘opened 
as Stated on 2/19/65 with a deposit of $329,37,, could 
furnish no further information concerning this account. 
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Titt 5 DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC. 


Character: RACIAL MATTERS: 


: Deacons of Defense and Justice formed. at 
Synopsis: Jonesboro, Louisiana, during the summer of 
1964, following incidents involving racial 
activities which incidents created tension 
in the area. - Organization formed by Negro 
leaders in Jonesboro for the announced 
purpose of protecting Negroes and whites 
from illegal .acts and from acts designed 
to terrorize the Negro community. Organi- 
zation chartered with main headquarters. at 
Jonesboro, Louisiana. Associate chapters 
at Bogalusa and Homer, Louisiana, and . 
inquiries received from other groups: 
concerning movement but no action taken to 
approve additional chapters. Officers of 
Deacons “of Defense and Justice assert that 
the organization is a defensive group with 
no intention to commit or encourage any a 
offensive acts, Leaders of organization 
deriied purchase of firearms for the group 
and. further denied knowledge of any source 
of contacts for this purpose. President _ 
of Deacons of Defense and Justice disclaims 
any connection with or influence by subversive 
elements. Interviews with officers and members 
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at Jonesboro, Louisiana, set forth. Identity: 
‘of some leaders and: members .of ‘Deacons of | 
Defense and-Justice at Bogalusa: and. Homer, 
Louisiana, set forth. No information developed 
to indicate Deacons of Defense and Justice 
have automatic weapons or hand grenades. 
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This: investigation. was, predicated ‘upon receipt.iof 
‘information from! CHARLES_JOSEPH-FENTON, a CORE representative 
at. Jonesboro, Louisiana, who :advised:on January 5, 1965, -— 
that’ Deacons: of ‘Defense and Justice ‘had':been - organized in 
Jonesboro, ‘Louisiana, and that its purposes: were similar to 
‘those: of the ‘Congress ‘of' Racial Equality, but that the 
‘organization was more militant than: CORE and :that it would 
be more inclined to use: violence in-dealing with opposition. 
‘encountered .in:Civil Rights: matters. FENTON: stated that 
the organization was founded. to. promote: Hegre’ Civil. Rights. 
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"°° (PERCY wex/SrapeonD, . 2 
Louisiana, President. ofthe nse and justice, yd 
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The Deacons of Defense = Justice (DDJ) was. formed 
‘in the summer of 1964 at Jonesboro, Louisiana by a small group 
of Negroes during a period of extreme racial tention at Jones- 
boro, for the purpose of protection of Negro and white citizens 
from white extremists. He referred specifically to harassement 
type activities on: the part of the Ku Klux Klan who had been 
driving caravans of cars through the ‘Negro quarter containing 
hooded occupants and escorted by local law enforcement vehicles. 
He explained that these acts terrorized the Negro residents 
to the extent that they felt some type of defensive measures 
were necessary to, protect their homes and families. According- 
ly a-group of approximately 10 to 15 responsible Negro citizens 
met and formed the DDJ naming the following officers: 


‘PERCY LEE BRADFORD, Presidents-EARNEST THOMAS, Vice 
President; CHARLEY IEF: WHITE, Financial. Secretary; COSETTA ~ 
‘JACKSON, Treasurer. 5” 
son cmane lee b 

=““<the group sought and obtained, charter ee the 
Office of the Secretary of State of ‘t State of Louisiana 
which charter was issued in March, 196%. BRADFORD informed that 
the purposes of the organization, other than the defense against 
harrassment, are to promote responsible Leadership and educate 
people to’ the duties and obligations of good citizenship in the 
community. Other objectives of the DDJ include-equal rights for 
all and elimination of descrimination and violence. BRADFORD 
was hopeful that the objectives. of the organization could be 
‘derived through discussions with city officials and other inter- 
ested parties,. BRADFORD stated emphatically that the ‘DDJ is a 
defensive organization with no intentions of instituting vio- 
lence or offensive action of any type in seeking its objectives. 
He further stated applicants: for membership must be American 

« citizens, age 2l or over and approved by the membership . 
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‘Individuals of poor reputation, troublemakers and the like are 
‘not accepted. Group meetings are normally held once a wetk 
at various homes or meeting places in the Negro community. 


With regard to patrols, BRADFORD’ stated no assignments 
are made to accompany any type of demonstration, however, quite 
often some of the members of the DDJ are present as spectators 

t such activities just as any other citizen might be, 


4, - BRADFORD ‘stated currently there are approximately 25 
pe to 35 members of the DDJ who are considered inactive due to noi 
payment of dues and other causes. He stated voting privileges 

are exterided to active members. only.’ The initiation fee is $1 

and ‘the monthly dues are $2. BRADFORD furnished the followin: 

list of memkers who are ails active in the Jonesboro, 
Louisiana chapter: oR 

MEMBER OF SUBJECT ORGANIZATIO: 


PERCY LEE BRADF RD, H RY-CLINOS», 
HARVEYABABNES . C fan N SAT 
a ON, sDeZEAANS, JESS EMIS DOLE rh ERSON, _HOSEY. 
AB 


We +_OcAFLANAGAN, J, B S, OTIS MARTIN,?’° 
> ELMO JACOBS REDFALTON, BD. - 
~ ARME 2 -SOHNNEEONTER, “ASPER 


fac Meraresh iu ) 


Side HARVEY. JOHNSON and 


anton’ 


form for use by prospective members. , 
“NH 4 ; bo €, 


NY 99 4g a 
XN =i 


‘f\:He stated no other groups have been authorize se _ the name 

1D n Siana or any other state although he has received 
ngu meee ee ng the formation of similar proups . = Monroe, 
Perride 
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BRADFORD advised that: similar DDJ groups have been 
-formed. in Bogalusa and. Homer, Louisiana which were granted 
certificates by the parent Jonesboro: organization, The certif- 
icates grant aithayity for those groups to use the name DDJ 
and operate under the provisions of the charter’ granted the 
Jonesboro group, BRADFORD stated’ the parent group furnishes 
advice and assstance concerhing policy to those chapters. 


yrleans, 'Touisi 
‘era on s Sven ‘to. granting certificates to other. Speen: in. 
order to insure that the policies and’ objectives of Ite paren 
‘group are eahores to. BRADFORD stated: that CHARLIEXSIMMS 3 bar 
e—nogalusa Chanter and t a CHARLES ADODD lal 
‘He 


the Preside 

preside. St the. 3 omer, Louisiana papier, of aie 2% 
5 ane did not know the current member iD 2 Bogalusa 
and Homer groups. » “MEMBER OF. SUBJECT ORGANIZATION 


BRADFORD was questioned concerning statements made 
by EARNEST THOMAS, Vice President of the Jonesboro DDJ and 
others, which have appeared in national periodicals, concern- 
ing the organization. Eee stated much of the information 
attributed to these people se and exaggerated particular- 

re Eto alleg ec secre Of €e Arganization, purchase* 
re) rearms e number of chapters 


mOURVOL 
WHic ave been created an er statements. indicating the 
“Ras Orrensive motives. He stated he had not seen any of the. 


"pu c ons: referring to the DDJ or read any of the statements 
attributed to THOMAS and other DDJ leaders but that ‘he definit- 
ely plans to seek an explanation from: THOMAS and CHARLIE SIMMS, 
President of the Bogalusa Chapter of DDJ, concerning statements 
attributed to them. BRADFORD stated he is very concernéd about 
the effects that irresponsible publicity might have on DDJ and 

he plans to make every effort to correct’ the situation through 


‘talks with those responsible for such publicity. 
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| i BRADFORD stated he bélieves the statements made 

| secanbly by THOMAS were made to exploit the DDJ for his own 
| ‘| personal publicity and financial gain. He stated THOMAS 

| is presently in California, however, he is not representing 
the DDJ and his purpose there is unknown to’ BRADFORD. He 
states he has repeatedly admonished THOMAS about his public 
statements concerning the DDJ which seems to have had little 
effect to date. 


‘BRADFORD stated tne “Jonesboro DDJ owns eight walkie-~- 
talkie radio units-which are presently’ distributed among the 
membership which are to be used in the event of an emergency 
which would require the group to assemble on short' notice. 

He stated the chapter owns no other eae equipment or 
arms. . 

BRADFORD spaces there are no persons, to his 
Siete. in the DDJ who are sympathetic with or influenced 
by Black Nationalist or any other.subversive group. 

r + 

BRADFORD . made available a blank identification card 
which is carried by all DDJ members upon acceptance into the 
organization. It may be noted that an offical card whch is 
issued to'a particular member also bears the imprint of a 
seal which is not affixed to the card until it is issued. 


BRADFORD stated by-laws for the DDJ are presently 
under preparation and it is hoped that within a week same will 
be submitted to the membership of the organization for approval 
after which a copy will be made available to the FBI. 


: He stated the DDJ chapter at Bogalusa and: Homer, 
‘Louisiana, each paid a $100 entrance fee to join the organization 
and they are supposed to pay a sum equal to ten percent of 

their collected monthly dues to the parent organization to defray 
Lee of supplies, etc, wich are provided by. the Jonesboro 
chapter. 
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BRADFORD stated when the organization was first 
begun, group leaders were appointed for the purpose of 
rallying membership in the event of a racial incident. The 
stated this practice has been abandoned and the organization. 
no Songer has: group leaders or similar functionaries. 


It was tactfully pointed out: to: ‘BRADFORD that he should 
exert”his influence to discourage any arming or: other: illegal 
atts on the part of DDJ members. BRADFORD stated he deésires 
to cooperate fully with the FBI and«that he planned. to encourage 
his subordinates, including members :of other chapters, to 
do’ Likewise. 


aly 


Following is a description. of. PERCY LEE BRADFORD: 


a ni r 

Race Negro... ar - 

Date of “birth hy b6 
Place of birth Jonesboro, ‘Louisiana b7C 
Height 51 9 iM 
Weight 230 potinds 4 

Build Muscular 

Complexion ans * 


Social Security 


United States July 12,1950 to October 29, 1952. | 
rmy yi a 
Employment 1956 ‘to™present; Continental Can 


Company, Hodge, Louisiana (bag 
stacker and department shop‘ steward) 
. Education Two years Grambling College, 
Grambling, Louisiana. 
Wife JOHNNIE BELLE BRADFORD; nee BOYER; 


Louisiana. 
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June 16, 196 


Mrs. DOROTHY CASHIO, Administrative Assistant, 
Corporations Division, Secretary of State, State of 
Louisiana, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, made available a true 
and correct copy of the charter of Decons of Defense and 
Justice, Incorporated. 


On... 8/21/85 __ a1 Baton Rouge, Louisiana File# 
SA ELMER B. IXTCHFIELD/dcs 6/11/65 


Date dictated 


by 


f_contams' avither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 8! 


mm ey 


Re anes ld 5 EINE EGE gma a ml TNE NS 


Na 


ay 


Lele, of the Stale of 


_ ae 


y fo 


“4 
4 


WADE Oo MAIRWION, VRo. 


I, the undersigned Texel 


BS 2E 
Brace 


Lie 
FP RZ. 


4 
a) aver en 


DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the annexed and following is a True and 


Correct copy of the Charter of 


Dassen 
Lh RSET, BR 


a 


‘ 


DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., 


domiciled at Jonesboro, 


ion 


t 


isiana corpora 


A Lou 


Seis es 3 Suites: 


ere, the i aS UT PIART HE ue asf ae 


Give 


lobe affixed at the City of Baton Zrouge on, 


4S 


the Sealofony 


CAUSE 


In leslimony whereof, SF, hare hereuntosel 
my hand and c 


son with document filed and recorded in th 


ws 
.o 

ot OY 

+? ont 

co . < 

ee 

OG + 

°o 

oR 

i yj 

axe 

g € 

5 °o 

a ; 

a 9 

18 

oo oe CSRS DS 2orSasy 


Sethe ae een 3 
Pye S SMB SAE oe 
bigah pate am owes eee Get S 


ZNCORPORATION 


RPICLES OF 


A gp ay hos 0 gaaeg Op LOUISTANA tan crs 
“ DEACONS OF DEFE BSE’ AND JUSTICE, (INC. PARISH IOP ‘OUACUuATA an i 
a er oe po OH | | oo Leet \ 
% If KNOWN, That on. this the Sth . day of the Month of Stee pe ead 
Thousand Nino. Hundred ' and Sixtys hd od 
, | 3 ' eR y fel ‘i 

. aa 

{ ‘ { Fy . ae. tbs 

BEFORE ME, a Notary Puolic, in’ and for: this Parisa and: | aa 

| 4 
Stato, personally camo and appoarcd tho. sovoral parties of full age 
of majority ‘whose signatures are subscribdod, wnol declared tn the |. og a! 


‘ 
a 


yw prosonce of’ the undersigned competent witnossos,' that availing, =” 


', \ themselves of tho provisions of Zouisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, °. 


Soctions 12: : 102 ~ 12:155, thoy do oy organize a nonprofit - me 


te ta? serperatten . as dofined’ in Rovised Statuto 12; 202! (8), under and in’! aT 
pp ty 3 i ph, 4 - 
'", accordanose, with those articlos of, \Aneorgoration,| 1 4 a oe be 
1 <e ART PICLE t, UNAMER ye fp ac 1 a 
ate ' 7 ? Ca | te "? 3 ms ae * caer 
Pe ve, it as . are 
PESOS a ., The name of this corporation is "Deacons of Defense ana si: 
by ee) . } aH oe ‘ $8 ott 
y : { i 4 t § er) 
: Justice, Ino." . mi | ’ a fog 
4 : “y ' } . | e ay 5 } ad ! : 
ian ee | ARTICLE TE, | PURPOSES | pes. 
. fais corporation is organized for tho following’ purposes “AN 
*' and to carry on the following purpose To instruct, train, teach , 
j h ' | : P “a 


‘and educate Citizons of the United States and ospooially minority 


groups in. tne fundamental princs pals 'o Y the ‘ropudlican. Lorms. of. 


Pad 


| governnent and our demoératic way. of LiLo; to ‘instruct, teach, train + 


and educate. said persons. on, the peovisions ox" une constitution and ||: 


ae ar 


<n. of GOPLETERE;—us-woldag the 


Ree oes tt 


x 


ited Stato arsutho Sti Sta 


ia 


FE«G03 (Revs 4-25-60) ‘FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


; £0 Bhte August 17, 1965 _ 
1 ; | 
Xyy Bearer 7/7 Tones hrht, La 


COSSE JACKSON, c/o General Delivery, 
Jonesboro, u siana,, furnished the following information: 


He stated that he is the treasurer of the 
Deacons of Defense and Justice, a corporation which ‘has 
its headquarters in Jonesboro, He said that the purpose 
of the organization is to protect the Negroes living in 
the Negro section of Jonesboro,.:' He stated that his 
group would only resort to violence if they were attacked 
by. a group such as the Ku Klux Klan, He stated that the 
group does not have a source of arms, but the individual 
members of the organization were armed. In addition, he 
stated that these gums were kept in the individual 
members homes and were not: hidden in a cache somewhere, 
He adyised that there was no actual training given to 
any of the members in the use of firearms. | 


| 

ai He stated that there are about 15 to 20 active 

members in the Jonesboro chapter, and that the actual 
membership in Jonesboro amounted to approximately 50 to 
75 persons. He stated that only two other chapters of 
the Deacons have been organized in Louisiana, and they 
are located at Bogalusa and Homer, To his knowledge, 
no other chapters of the Deacons have been formed 
anywhere in the United States. He-stated that he did 
not know the number of members or the names of the 
officers in either Homer or Bogalusa. 


JACKSON stated that the bylaws of the 
organization have not yet been drawn up and that this 
was one of the major problems facing the organization, 
He stated that once the bylaws were drawn up that each 
new chapter of the Deacons that was formed would be 
expected to follow the bylaws as proposed by the National 
‘Headquarters here in Jonesboro, JACKSON said that at 
present the group plans for the other chapters is to 
forward 10 per cent of their dues to the saeeeyes 
Organization here in Jonesboro. 
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Deacons were as follows: 


‘President ‘PERCY ‘LEE BRADFORD 


Vice-President 7p BRMEST THOMAS gor] | 
Bo 
‘Secretary cE. CHARLEY WHITE | 


“CO ONE! L (0) 


JACKSON stated that the officers of the 


b6 
b7C 


Treasurer COSSETTA JACKSON 
MEMBER OF. SUBJECT’ ORGANIZATION. 


He said: that slection of new officers: would 


be held in the near future, JACKSON-said that the 
Deacons have a bank-account at the Hodge Bank and Trust 
Company, and. that the balance in the-account was $98.00,: 


He said’ that ~ERNEST THOMAS is presently in 


California and that the Deacons: are not paying for the 
expenses involved in the trip. JACKSON said: that the 
Deacons did pay for the plane fare. of THOMAS on one ~ 


gecraion whep he pent fo dey York. -He stated that the 


ie, ite a a 7 


approved by_the eaborship weapons and number of 


members in the Deacons has been exaggerated in order 
to deceive the Ku Klux Klan, and the local Sheriff's 


: Office e 


The following description was obtained 


through observation and interview: 


Nane 


Address. 


Race 
Sex 
Height 
‘Weight 


COSSETTA JACKSON 
General Delivery, 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 
Negro 

Male 

§1-6% 

160 pounds 


‘NO: (157-3280): 
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Eyes. 


‘Hair 


Age 
Place of Birth 


Marital Status: 


Occupation 


CO 


AT) 
IAL Y (TT) 


Maroon 
Gray-Black 
54 


Jonesboro, Louisiana 
Single pe 
‘Self-employed 
Taxicab owner 
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: -FREDERICK nn ‘General Dodlivwins 
Grambling, Louisiana, was_con ‘furnished the 
following information: Bor 


(it SViehe, LA 
; KIRPATRICK advis Wee Mek mcuber otobhe 
“Deacons of Defense and Justice, Jonesboro Chapter, 


and is presently the Recording Secretary. He advised 
that during the summer of 1964 several CORE workers 
cone to Jonesboro to:aid the Negroes. The white people 
in the community became alarmed at their presence in 
Jonesboro and shortly afterwards an-auto caravan 
containing Ku Klux Klan members drove through the Negro 

' quarters of Jonesboro throwing out Ku Klux Klan literature 
and telling the residents to get rid. of the CORE workers. 

. KIRPATRICK ‘advised the Negroes became so alarmed at this 
incident they decided that since local law enforcement 
was not protecting them they would get together and form 
a group to defend their homes and property in the event 
the Ku Klux Klan returned. As a result, a large number 
of Negroes went to their homes and returned with firearms. 
They returned to the CORE headquarters area in Jonesboro 
to await the return of the Ku Klux Klan. The latter did 
not return. ‘KIRPATRICK.advised this was the start of the 
idea to form the Deacons. 


KIRPATRICK advised he is an Evangelist. In 
-an effort to come up with a name that would indicate 
their organization was for the.good of all people they 
decided on the name Deacons of Defense and Justice. 
The name Deacons denotes’ something religious as the 
name was taken from the Deacon of the church, The word 
Defense would indicate they were not .an offensive group, 
-but would protect and defend themselves when necessary. 


KIRPATRICK. advised he is also on the News 
‘Release Committee. This is a group within the organization 
, who have the power of making press releases and talking 
‘with people of the press and news media. He. stated that at 
the present time PERCY LEE BRADFORD is the president, and 
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CHARLEY WHITE is the Financial Secretary. ERNEST THOMAS 


‘dis the acting Vice~President and Fieldman. At the present 


time THOMAS is in San Francisco, His job as Fieldman — 
is to raise funds and attempt to organize new Chapters, 
KIRPATRICK advised THOMAS is: expected to return to 
Jonesboro sometime around the middle of August, 1965, 


KIRPATRICK advised the Deacons have monthly 
dues of $2.00 for each member,. The Jonesboro Chapter 
also has an initiation fee -.of ‘$10.00 per member, He 
stated that when a new Chapter is organized the original 
Chapter fee is $100.00, and this is sent to Jonesboro, 


. Bach Chapter itself can designate its own initiation fee 


he 


and the Chapter keeps this money. Thereafter each 
Chapter must send. 10 per cent of the dues collected each 
month to the headquarters in Jonesboro. KIRPATRICK 
stated he does not know how many Chapters or members 
there are at the present ‘time. He advised CHARLEY WHITE 
as Financial Secretary would have this information. 

He also stated that ERNEST THOMAS has not made any 
reports to him on his trip so he does not believe the 
information comcerning all the Chapters and members will 
be known umtil THOMAS returns. 


KIRPATRICK advised to his knowledge the Deacons 
have two bank accounts, both of which are located at the 
Hodge Bank and Trust Company, Hodge, Louisiana. One 


account is under the name of the Jackson Parish Community 


and Charity Fund, and the other under the name Deacons of 
Defense and Justice. The first account he believes is 
used to purchase literature and for donations to 
charitable institutions. The-other is used. for the 
purchase of equipment for the Deacons such as two way 
radios. It is also used to assist people in obtaining 

@ fair. trial, 
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KIRPATRICK advised he has read some of the 
remarks made in the newspapers by ERNEST THOMAS, He 
advised the organization does not furnish weapons to 
its members as most of them have personally owned 
weapons. He does not know of any source of weapons 
or cache which the Deacons might have. He personally 
feels that if THOMAS made this remark it is possible 
he, THOMAS has developed a source for obtaining 
weapons, im his. travels. 


: KIRPATRICK related that not all ‘the men in 
the leadership of the Deacons agree with THOMAS and 
his way of thinking. At the present time none of the 
Deacons in Jonesboro, to his-.knowledge, know exactly. 
what he is doing or has accomplished in his travels, 
and they will :probably not know until he returns. 


@ARPATRICK stated that the Deacons is open 

to anyone over the age of 21 who satisfactorily passes 

a background check. This investigation is usually . 
conducted ‘by himself or another member of the Jonesboro 
Chapter. The main reason for this check is to keep 
undesirable people out of the organization such as. those 
with criminal characteristics or those who have very 
poor credit records in the community. He also stated 
the Deacons prefer married men and they erates all 
members to be registered voters. 


It was tactfully pointed out to KIRPATRICK 
the dangers inherent.in illegal arming and illegal acts. 
which might result from encouragement of members to 
arn and carry firearms. 
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The following description was: obtained during 


interview and from observation:. 


Name 
Residence 


Race: 
Sex: 
Height 
Weight 

‘ Pate of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Occupation 


Wife 
Children 
Military Service 


I 


FREDERICK DOUGLAS 
KIRPATRICK . 


‘General Delivery, — b6 


Grambling, Louisiana: b7C 
Negro 
Male 


G6t.3 


260 unds 
Haynesville, Lovisiana 


School Teacher 


Grambling College, 
Grambling, Louisiana 
ANNE P, KIRPATRICK 


‘Four e 
None 
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Do aan Crea, 


Jonesboro; Jouisiana, advised that his mailing address 
is P.O, Box 599, Jonesboro, Satta Ste, F AIH +95 7173 
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—— *“SORNSON advised that he is a mémber of the 
‘Deacons of Defense and Justice. He stated that this 
organization first started as a club about the last 
part of Spring, 1964. He stated that ‘this.club did 
not ,have a .name but consisted of Negro.males 

. cesiding in the "Quarters" section of Jonesboro, 

, Louisiana, JOHNSON recalled that sometime in 
suly..or August, 1964, about 9:00 P.M, a caravan of 

‘avout 35 cars containing from three to five members 

f. the Ku Klux. Klan, dressed. in full ‘Klan regalia, 

and lect .by a Jackson Parish Sheriff's car, drove 

through the “Quarters.” ‘He stated that because of. 

this ‘incident, coupled with the fact that the caravan 
ff was lead by..a Sheriff's Office vehicle, it was. 
decided :that the Deacons of Defense and Justice should 
. be formed in order to protect the lives and .property’ 
of those who lived in the "Quarters." He. stated 29 
that the purpose of the Deacons of Defense and Justice 
is to protect the rights of all citizens,. “black and 
white,” ‘He explained that the purpose of this 
organization was not ‘to take the law into their’ own 
hands but. the purpose was for civic improvement 
through negotiation and the protection of the rights 
of individuals through court action and legal .means,. 


Concerning weapons owned by members of the 
Deacons of Defense and Justice, JOHNSON advised that 
the newspaper .article appearing in the New York 
Times and in the Newsweek magazine were not true or 
accurate, He related that the Deacons have no machine 
guns or other simular automatic weapons. .He stated 
that the only weapons owned .by Deacons were “house. 
protection” weapons. He related that "house 
protection” weapons were ordinary rifles and pistols 
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that. one ‘keeps to pretect his home, He advised that he 
personally,owns a .2$ caliber ‘revolver which he carries 


.on..the, front seat of his car when he ‘iceoub asinight. 


yy. 


He stated..that this weapon is not concealed and 


therefore not in violation of the law, He added that 
this weapon.is carried strictly: for protection. 


Concerning :the membership of the Deacons of 
fense and.Justice, JOHNSON related that 
CHARLIE. W was President, ERNEST THOMAS ice-President, 
‘ CHARLIE WHITE, Secretary, and COSSE ACKSON, Treasurer. 
He stated that at the present time the Jonesbor 
Chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice consists 
of about 25 active members. He related ‘that there \ 5 ary /9// 
are numerous other members who do not take an active  ————— 
part in the, meetings or other activities of the 
organization, JOHNSON stated that to his knowledge 
the only other chapter of the Deacons was located in 
Bogalusa, Louisiana. 


JOHNSON advised’ that he is not.an officer 
of the Jonesboro Chapter of the Deacons of Defense 
and Justice, however, he assists the Treasurer, He 
stated that the initiation fee is $10.00 and the 
dues are $2.00 per month. The Jonesboro Chapter 
maintains a -bank account at the Hodge ‘Bank and Trust 
Company, Hodge, Louisiana, and all .drafts drawn on 
the account must be signed’ by ‘three members of the 
Deacons, he, .JOHNSON.being one.of them. 


JOHNSON advised that meetings of the Deacons 
of Defense and Justice are normally held every 
Tuesday night at the Masonic Lodge located on Leon 
Street, Quarters Section, Jonesboro, Louisiana. 


At this time JOHNSON furnished the following 
description | of himself: ' 


Name: HARVEY JOHNSON 
Sex: Male 
Race: Negro 
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Date of Birth;:- 
‘Hair: 

Eyes: 

Height: 

Weights 

Social Security No,;: 
Wife: 

Employer: 


January 7, 1918 
Black 
Brown: 


“§'4" 
-155- 


434-05-8173 


‘MILDRED ‘BAKER JOHNSON 


Continental Can ‘Co. 


‘Hodge, Louisiana 
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“7 " “"\QLEN! SATCHER; JR., ae 
\Lolidsiana;,. advised: that ‘he is ‘presently ‘employed with ae 
the’ Office. of ‘Economic Opportunity’ — on Lf 
Operation Anaderarhe / 


SATCHER’ stated that he. is not a member of | 
the. .Deacons..of ‘Defense: and’. Justice, but he has. 
attended..some .ofitheir meetings to see what their 
Aims are, and the direction they are headed. -He 
stated that if he likes the aims of the. organization 
ies il AL, 


SSATCHER..stated that from. his observations. 
of the Deacons for Defense and Justice he feels ‘they. 
want to -work with the law, and want to assist 
anyone .being treated unjustly in.a legal-manner, 
SATCHER. stated that -he felt that the national publicity 
concerning this ‘organization is so much pronaganda 
put .out .to' fool the Klan. He advised that -knows 
nothing about any guns .or firearms in :the possession 
of the Deacons of Defense and Justice. 


The following. description was obtained ‘by 
observation and interview: te 
4 


" ‘Name: a OLEN ‘SATCHER, JR. 
Race: Negro 
Sex; Male _ 
Height: 5* 8" 
Weight: : ; 205 lbs, 
Build: ‘Heavy 
Hair: Black, graying 
Complexion: ‘Mediun 
‘Byes? ‘Brown 
Scars & Marks: None: 
Education: Graduate of Grambling 
) College, field of. 
. . Physical Education 
Parents: ‘Mother-BENNIE TAYLOR, 
| CONFER 
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Houston, Texas : 
Father-OLEN SATCHER, SR, 
Jonesboro, Louisiana. 
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“on ELTON -LEBAPArTERsON, [~ : 
asia “was contacted and he furnished t ie 
Following. information: _ Soeran SEC, pas 

Samm nahin etc 


“eo _, PATTERSON’ advised he is presently a member 
of’ the Deacons of Defense and Justice and that he | 
Was: .one. Of" the” original founders. He stated that 
protection in’ the community. This: group has as nee 
objective ‘Justice for all men no matter what their 
color.” PATTERSON stated that he was a patrol 
Jeader and as such would: be in. charge of two or 
three cars! of Deacons-who would patrol. the Jonesboro 
Negro areas ,to see that no churches or homes were 
bombed or ‘burned. He. advised that he patrolled these 
areas all last winter and that this was stopped a 
few-months ago. | 


PATTERSON ‘stated the dues are $2.00 per 
month but he refused to divulge the amount of the 
initiation fee. The-Deacons do not furnish weapons 
to its members although most members own their own 
guns and usually keep them in their car or at home. 
He advised he owns a .22 caliber rifle and a .22 
caliber revolver. He stated the Deacons do not have os 
a source of weapons nor do they have any cache hidden > 
anywhere to his knowledge. 


PATTERSON was reminded of the dangers of 
this group arming illegally and committing illegal 
acts. 


‘PATTERSON advised he does not know how 
many members are in the Deacons. The most men he 
observed: at any meeting was between 50 ‘and 75 and 
this was approximately three or four months ago. 
He advised PERCY LEE BRADFORD is the President, 
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‘HENRY AMOS is the Vice-President and. ELMO JACOBS is a 
member of the Board of Directors, 


‘' ° PATTERSON stated that to his knowledge 
‘the Deacons of Defense and Justice is.a defensive 
organization, As such they will defend themselves 
or their fellow members to any degree necessary. 
The Deacons do not go out looking for trouble, but 
will not run from it if and when it comes, 


The following description was obtained 
through observation and interview: 


‘Names ELTON LEE PATTERSON 

‘Date of birth: b6 
Place of birth: Louisiana b7C 
Sex: Male 

Race; Negro 

Height: | S* 11 

Weight: 176 

Eyes: Brown 

Hair: Black 

Social Security: ' 

Drivers ‘License: La. 

‘Relatives: Wife-HELEN: 


| ‘Children- 4'Two boys 
and two girls 
Automobiles; 1957 Chevrolet, black, 
uisiana license 


1953 Ford, White, 


= license 
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— S "*ELMO JACOBS, Post Office Box 124, Jonesboro, 
Léaisinna: was contacted 'and he furnished the following 


information: 


$ ' 


nme 


JACOBS. advised he is seauestee: a esr 
ofthe Deacons’ -of Defense .and Justice (DDJ) and has 
been. a member since the organization was formed, 

He” is. .a member of the Board : ‘of (Directors. and is 
also ‘on’ the committee which is allowed to make press 
releases, He advised the prime objective of the 
Deacons is‘to see that everyone, no matter what their 
color, .gets Justice. They make inquiries when they 
are advised of arrests of their members and they 
arrange: for attorneys and attempt to see that the 
people get.a fair trial. 


JACOBS advised the Deacons do not furnish 

| weapons to their members, ‘but that the majority of 

| the members own their own weapons. He. advised. he 
knows of no source of weapons available to the 
Deacons. JACOBS ‘advised the organization as such is 
a defensive type group and they do not go looking 
for trouble, but'he stated if trouble comes to them 
they will protect themselves to any degree necessary. 


- JACOBS further stated the organization. has 
no set..dues. and -he knows of no fee which must be 
paid to get into the organization, -He believes there 
are 18 to 25 active members in the Jonesboro Chapter, 
The Deacons also have chapters in Bogalusa and Homer, 
Louisiana. 


The dangers of members illegally arming 
themselves and committing illegal acts was brought 
to JACOBS’ attention. 


The following description was obtained during 
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interview and from observation: 


Name: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Height: 
‘Weight: 

Eyes: 

‘Hairs 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
_ Employment: 


Relatives: 
Army Serial -No.: 
Cc ren: ~ 


‘ELM 


ACOBS 


‘March- 22, 1917 


Muscogee, Oklahoma  04.3-27-/7 


“Mechanic at Continental paw: +< ¢, in 
“Tiere 2000 


Can ‘Company, 

‘Hodge, ‘Louisiana, for 

past~20 years. 

Wife-LOMA LEE JACOBS | 

“They, nae 8 $0 tae FECT 
3 


a Se rs ‘ 
3-07-7476 f 
JACOBS stated that F..D. KIRPATRICK would 


be able ‘to furnish information concerning the 
membership as KIRPATRICK is the Secretary. 
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5 ' he following investigation. was conducted. -by SAs 
MICHAEL M. MC DONNELL and ANTHONY AMOROSO, JR. at Hodge, 
widens 


On August 3, 1965, iM. M,: BOONE, Personnel..Director, 
Continental Can: Company , Hodge, Louisiana, furnished the 
following information on the below listed individuals who 
are members of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, which 
information was contained e the files of Continental Can - 
Company. 


correo, eee be 
has been an employee Teuplaces of Continental Can Company since 6/11/43, b7c 


and is presently a Tool and Equipment Handler (a), at the 
Hodge Plant. His wife's name is listed as MARTIEL MARTIN. The 
file gk noni he served in the U.:8S, Army from 8/9/43, "until 


6/5/47 Serial C1. He has, ‘Social fecurite, 
. His date of birth is listed as 

e ucation 4th grade. No other information available. 

‘ELTON .LEE PATTERSON, — Louisians,. 
was formerly employed by Continental Can Company from 4/22/55, 6 
until 10/8/55. He was rehired 1/9/56, and left 9/1/56. -Oa b7c 
both of these occasions PATTERSON was employed as an attendant 
at the Advance Service Station which is located in Hodge 
and operated ‘by ‘the Continental Can: Company. He was again 
Yehired 4/19/58, and he left around April, 1960, The file 
reflects PATTERSON was bornl__—+if,_is 511", weighs 185 
pounds, has brown eyes, black hair, parents ELLEN and LEROY 
PATTERSON, graduated from high school, Jonesboro. References 
listed as being employed by Continental Can Company are ERICK 
BROOKER, brother-in-law, and HENRY COTTONHAM, also a brother- 
in-law. His Social Security Number is listed as[T 4 


ELMO JACOBS, Box 124, Jonesboro, Louisiana, is 
presently employed as a Boiler "Maintdd © Helper at the 
Hodge Plant. He has been employed at Continental Can Company 
since 4/20/64. His date and place of birthwd#re listed as 
3/27/17 at Danville, Louisiana. His Social Security Number 
is 434-09-9476. He served in the U. S. Army from 8/25/42, 
until 11/23/45. His wife's name is listed as LOMIA JACOBS. 
He is listed as being 5°9", 160 pounds, brown eyes, black 
hair, parents EDMOR JACOBS ‘and PEARLIE MOORE, education 11th: 


4 
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a mm sz.,.1__________ 1, Louisiana, b6 
was employed on and: oft from June, 1948, until he was fired an 
on 11/27/54, During this time he served in the U. S, Army 
2/48, until 8/11/49. The file reflects he was_born 
at Jone oro.,.Louisiana, and he has Social Security. 
umber His wife's name is listed: 2s NELLIE 
ANN CURRY. He is described as being 5°8", 189 pounds, brown 
eyes, black hair, education two;years Grambling College, 
‘Father OLEN SATCHER, Mother BENNIE DEADWYLER. The file 
further reflects he again served in the U.S. Army from 
11/1/50, until 10/10/51. References listed in file are 
BENNIE BUCKANAN , father-in-law, employed by Continental 
Can Company and another relative, FRANK MITCHELL, relation- 
ship unknown, also employed by Continental Can Company. 


BOONE stated OLEN SATCHER, JR. was terminated by 
Continental Can Company on 11/27/54, as 2 result of complaints: 
received from other employee's at Continental Can Company 
concerning the behavior and actions of SATCHER. The incident 
that caused his dismissal from the plant happened during the 
latter part of November, 1954. At this time SATCHER was 


ee oc a 
had been observed 
a aa 

It was’ 


‘finally determined SATCHER. 


——.. 


oé 


FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-80) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI- | 


1 CONF RENE ol. 4/az/e5 


Mr. MARION: M. -BOOHE, Personnel Manager, ‘Continent 
Can Company ,. Hodge, Louisiana, ‘supplied the following into a- 
tion: 


He stated that the -personnel reord of: xAmERS \THOMAS 


RORTASNES the following:. 


THOMAS was born on. . at. Jonesboro,. bé 
| Louisiana, and-he-has .a. s0cLal Sécurity Numbe m b7¢ 
K€ the. time .of his.employment, -THOMAS. listed-his | address as. 

, Louisiana, ‘and ‘his: wife's.name was. . . 
‘EVE THOMAS... The file reflects that ‘his father is=W..'T. THOMAS, 

" and THOMAS' description was: listed:as: 5'11": tall, 197. pounds ' ‘in. 
weight, brown eyes:and black hair. The file also. reveals. that . 
THOMAS had: military: service with the U. S..Air Force. BS OLiree «ernie 
-December 29,1954. THOMAS was first. hired gn: July 18, 1960,, 
as an extra and was subsequently laid off: due ‘to the. curtailment 
of the work force on Novenber 10, 1960. 
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| There is being set “torth a veproduction of the 

; official identification papers which is carried 
by members of the Deacons of Defense and Justice 
as furnished by Percy Lee Bradford. 
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CHARLES RX\sims,[LC~C*~“‘(CUNWans: tise Of thee b6 


identity and official capacity of interviewing Agents. 


b7C 


SIMS stated the Deacons for Defense and Justice is an 
incorporated organization and has received a charter from the 
State of Louisiana. He said National Offices for the Deacons 
for Defense and Justice are located at Jonesboro, Louisiana.... 
‘He stated (first name unknown) BRADFORD is the National President 
and_HENR Sis the National Vice.President. Both BRADFORD o4 


and nes live in Jonesboro, Louisiana. 


SIMS advised that he is the president of the 
Chapter of the.Deacons_for Defense.and-Justice and RO! 


gelusa phe 
URRIS, 


Bogalusa, Louisiana, is the vice president of the Bogalusa 


Chapter... 


SIMS ‘stated the-Déacons for Defense and Justice have 
a rule against divulging any information relating to the strength 
of membership, the activities of the Deacons for Defense and 
Justice, and the ownership of arms kept by the members of this 
organization. He said he, therefore, could not furnish any 
further information regarding the Deacons for Defense and 
Justice and any other information concerning this organization 
would have to be obtained from the National Offices in Jonesboro, 
Louisiana. He added that for members to give any other infor- 
mation would be “like cutting off your nose to spite your face. 
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ROYAN BURRIS, Proprietor, Burris Barber Shop, East 4th 
Street, and in charge of the pickets for the Bogalusa Civic and 
Voters League, was advised of the identity and official capacity. 
of interviewing Agents. 


At the outset of the interview BURRIS was advised that 
we wished to talk to him about the organization, Deacons for 
Defense and Justice. BURRIS said he would give no information 
at all regarding the organization, Deacons for Defense and Justice, ' 
nor would he admit being an officer or member of this organization. - 
He said any information obtained concerning the organization would 
have to be given in the presence of the entire assembly of the 
‘Deacons for Defense and Justice. 


BURRIS reiterated that he would provide no information 
at all regarding this organization, its officers, members,. 
activities, purpose or method of operation. 


32 
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Louisiana, 


SA FREDERICK J< WALLACE that: the ‘Deacons. for Defense and’ Justice 

originated in esboro,: Louisiana). with seven original members, 

He said* HENSON ‘is the: Regional Head for the Deacons for / 
/ Defense and. Justice.’ He? stated that the Bogalusa Chapter of Z 
the Deacons for: Defense: ‘arid Justice’ was chartered through the 


parent chapter at. Jonesboro: and that part of the dues collected. 
i \ from the members.of the: pogaluss Chapter is supposed to go to 
: i * ‘the Jonesboro. Chapter. e AL Le ie 1h 
phe Brown -edvisea:that! SIMS is financial secretary 
bats A\. for the ‘BYL and is.also‘head ofthe Bogalusa Chapter of the 


Deacons - for Defense. and: Justice. He: stated that the BVL had 
‘been receiving- nimierotis : ‘complaints ‘regarding SIMS' financial 
j status. He stated:people-are. questioning where -he obtpins his 
y money as -he ‘has.no visible: means.of.. support and numerous 2 
f -people have observed’ him: buying. alcoholic beverages in the Wie 
. f surrounding areas of Bogalusa a 4 
pA / ; et i 
ea ‘He. stated: at: ‘the dast executive. meeting of the BVL 
4} a motion was ‘brought : “béfore’ ‘the? ‘to remove SIMS from'his 
a position. in the ‘League,’ ‘but: ‘Ag. ZA YOUNG, President.of_the-BVL, 
\ managed to table.the:motion. ‘BROWN stated he believes the 
~~ BYL is.checking . the. finaricés: ‘handled by ‘SINS, but. as yet -has 
‘\ -not made any ‘statement. mY 


oe: 

/ BROWN further: advised ‘that ERNEST JOHNSON. is’ ee 
‘in Northern California: attempting ‘to raise:money for the. Jonesboro 
area and that; ;BIMSthas. stated -he‘wishes to go back ‘to. Southern 
Califormia and‘ attempt ‘to: ea al more aaa aaa that area. — 
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(a August 12,1965, NO T-1 who bas, urntglied_xalisble 


information in. the past advised kigee obeineaens AVIS 


Louisiana, is the Treasurer and. acting. 0) 
f-Def onse=and ia and Th -and’ that ae 
‘and THEODORE ~ . cen 


EWMAN , 
ogalusa: Chapter ofthe Deacons of Defense..and_Justice. 
According to; NO T-=lJthe Deacons of Defense and Justice are (%) (U) 
presently evan to. find a place and. date for fire-arms. 
‘practice as in the past this training has been on an individual 
basis. He further reported that the present cost of joining 
the Deacons of Defense and Justice is. ‘$10... and. there is a 

$2. monthly dues assessment. 


The organization outlawed eitGmedin rifles but 
automatic pistols:‘are allowed. According to the informant, 
the organization has obtained M-l's (not specified as 

‘whether rifles or carbines).:along with. 30.0: rifles. 


On August 10, 1965, the same informant furnished 
‘the following information concerning Bogalusa: Deacons of 
Defense and Justice: 


‘NO 157-3290 
- MAK/mnw 
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The following is-a partial list of members of the 
Bogalusa Deacons for Defense and: Justice. (DDJ): 
Pass tere ET TS a SET ST 


. CHARLES SIMS, President _ 4 
,ROYAN: BURRIS, Vice-President 


JOSEPHAWHIT 

ANDREW2SMITH, LA b6 

_LUKEAVARNADO, ZA b7C 
ve MILTONYSOHNSON 

Eure Bs ‘Duppi 


| aka_Candy . ' ra 


JOSEPH WHITE, Negro male, - wis SSEREELy employed 
by the Bogalusa Police Department as a police officer. 
WHITE: formerly’ owned or had in-‘his possession a 30,06 rifle. 
Upon his employment with the Police Department, the. Bogalusa 
_DDJ loaned him one of their ..38 caliber revolvers until 
' he. obtains one of his.own. WHITE, up to his appointment, 
‘was secretary for the Bogalusa DDJ. 


It is ‘believed that Bogalusa DDJ does not possess 
any machine guns, M-14 rifles, or grenades. CHARLES: SIMS has 
purchased’ military surplus arms at Roland's Store on: South 

» Rampart Street, New Orleans, Louisiana. These ‘purchases are 
‘believed to be 30.06 rifles and side arms. The only other 
equipment presently known to be possessed by the Bogalusa 
DDJ are'walkie talkies. 


The Bogalusa DDJ is presently maintaining a 
curfew of one-half’ hour after Negro rallies in the Negro : 
community of Bogalusa. Any Negro on the streets after the 
curfew is ordered to go to their homes immediately. The | 
‘recognition signal when: approaching ‘DDJ members at. night in 
a vehicle is to turn the vehicle's headlights off ant ‘on 
once. 


- 40 - 


NO: 157-3290 
MAK/mnw 
Oo: 


Some of the expenses of the Bogalusa'DDJ are 


‘reimbursed by the Bogalusa. Voters League (BVL) and. for 


this reason: CHARLES SIMS was: made financial secretary for 

the BVL, . All deposits for the Bogalusa:DDJ are made at 

the Washington ‘Bank, and Trust ‘Company; ‘Bogalusa, Louisiana, 
ee meee 


in the. name of t Courtesy Club. 


It is. further believed the only,person with. an 
honorary: DDJ ‘membership card is VIRGINIA/BURTON , Berkeley, 
California, ‘and representative of: Western.Div sion_of_Congress 
of Racial Equality (CORE). -ERNEST INEST JOHNSON, also known as 


Gaitiy, ‘president of the Jonesboro DDJ, lis’ presently in 


Northern-California attempting to raise money for the 
‘Jonesboro: DDJ. and is staying at BURTON's residence. 


Negroes: va Plaquemine, Louisiana, recently asked 
‘for help in forming a Plaquemine Chapter of the DDJ and 
on..August 1, 1965, CHARLES SIMS and. ROYAN BURRIS:went to 
Plaquemine in ‘order - to help in this -endeavor. 


Monroe, Louisiana,. and: Ferriday, :Louisiana,, have 
also. ‘requested assistance in forming DDJ: REE 5 - 


NO 157-3290 
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On July 15, 1965, NO T-2 advised thatXERNEST LNU, 
who is: alleged to be the Vice President of the Deacons in 
Bogalusa, Louisiana, was ip-Naw_York City and was “reported 


‘to be Tiving with: one ENUXKOCHIYAMA, a:Chinese female, 


\Who Was. ‘photographed as being at: MALCOLM” ‘Xts"side~iunedistely 


after he was shot ‘in February, 1965, According to: th 
informant, ERNEST was in New York trying ‘to talk to various 
militant organizations and to gain some support for the 
"Deacons" in Louisiana. According to the info mant, ERNEST 
‘was ‘attempting to raise funds for the Descons.{2) 1) 


et 
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On June 10, 1965, George Dodd) Negro male.of [| 

Homer, Louisiana, an individual active in Civil b6 
Rights activity in the Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, area, b7C 


indicated that a Chapter of the Deacons for Defense. and 
Justice had been formed in Homer, Louisiana. Dodd indicated 
that the organization, exclusively composed of local Negro 
males, had originally been formed by Negroes in Bogalusa and 
Jonesboro, Louisiana, as a self-protection group. Dodd 
continued to explain that the organization was active in 
areas where Civil Rights activity had either actually or was 
presumed to potentially precipitate violence against Negroes 
by local white segregationists. 


Mr. Dodd said that the specific purpose of the 
group was to arm themselves and to “meet force with force" 
in such instances as local white men employed force or 
“terror tactics" against Negroes. ‘Mr. Dodd was emphatic 
in stressing that the organization intended no aggressive 
or violent action against any individual or group, and that 
no member of the organization would employ any type of ferce 
unless such action was initiated against him first. 


Mr. Dodd furnished a list of Negro male individuals 


who are currently members of th om ouisiana Chapter of 
the organization and the positions Anety occupy as follows: 
Den £ For Sy ayer? yiat Tus pees 
President 
» Louisiana Vice President 
E Homer, Louisiana Secretary b6 
“Joe Saetenpeset _ Homer, Louisiana Financial b7c 
“Secretary 
Ro mith Homer, Louisiana Treasurer 
Balt .  Homer,-Louisiana Member 
forme anks Homer, Louisiana Member 
GrantiBa Homer, Louisiana Menber 
‘Hapelecniirecn , Homer, Louisiana — Member sia 
thar Homer, Louisiana Member 
Willie Janso{fornis Hower, “Louisiana Member 
James({Bennet Homer.,..Louisiana Member 
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Mr. Joe Lester Green, Owner, Green's: Grocery 
Store, Homer, ‘Louisiana, :advised ‘on ‘August 3, 1965, 
‘that in- addition to the.:members of the ‘Homer, ‘Louisians, 
‘Chapter - of the: Deacons ‘for Defense and Justice,. ‘previously: 
' furnished by the President of the organization, George — 
Dodd, the. following persons: have now become members: 


‘Louisiana... 


Junction: City, Louisiana 
a OL CTO RTM 
b6 
4) purenares b7c 
Junct: n City eer 
5) Tom ‘Ford — | 
ouisiana, 
8), ies i 
‘Louisiana 


7) _saned™Siaee oe 


Homer, _] Louisiana 


" 8) _.Fred/Jones_ 
Homer,: Louisiana’ 


Green. advised that he, Green, is the finance 
‘wecretary of the: organization, and the organization has 
almost':$100.: in the. treasury. He stated the organization 
. has ‘not purchased any ‘weapons of any type and. there are 
no, plans: in:; ‘the immediate future: to purchase weapons, He 
' gaid ' the organization does' not own any wespons of any kind,, 
‘although individual ‘members. do.own: various types of. hunting 
‘shotguns: and rifles. . 
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Green advised the organization has not been 
active although several of the members have been meeting 
each Tuesday night at the Masonic Hall in Homer. He said 
there are usually 10 or 12 members in attendance. He > 
Said the group is waiting for someone from the Jonesboro, 
Louisiana, Chapter of the Deacons for Defense and Justice 
to come to Homer to advise them as to what activity they 
are to undertake. He advised that until someone from 
Jonesboro explains how the organization works, there will 
be no activity of the Homer, Louisiana, chapter. 


Sheriff R. W. Wasson, Homer, Louisizna, furnished 
the following information on August 3, 1965; 


He is familiar with the Negroes who make up 
the Homer, Louisiana, Chapter of the Deacons for Defense 
and Justice, All of the members are long time residents 
of that parish and none of them have a record for violence. 
He has no information the organization is gathering fire- 
arms. He has not seen any activity from the organization 
until this time. 
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The Los Angeles Times, Los Angeles, Californk , 
dated June 13, 1965, carried a story concerning the Deacons 
for Defense and Justice‘in which the writer stated that 
the Deacons claimed that they had machine guns and hand 
grenades for use in racial warfare. ERNEST THOMAS, 32, of 
Jonesboro, who was described as an official and full-time 
organizer for the Deacons, according to this article, told 
newsmen that there were 50 to 55 chapters of the Deacons 
‘in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama, and fund-raising 
units were being established in San Francisco, New York, 
and other large cities. 


This article further stated that at interviews 
with members of the Deacons, indications were made that this 
group was armed with pistols and rifles, and THOMAS stated, 
"We have contacts in Chicago and Houston for automatic 
weapons--for .50 caliber and .30 caliber." THOMAS additionally 
stated that they had machine guns and hand grenades for use in 
racial strife. 


Investigations conducted at Chicago and Houston have 
not developed any information that would indicate that any 
large quantity of weapons has been sold to any individuals 
or group in the Jonesboro, Bogalusa, or New Orleans. area of 
Louisiana. 


ve 
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On June 16, 1965, NO T-3 advised. that x meeting 
of the Fox_and Wolf Hunt Club:-was held, roit, Michigan 
on June 13, 1965, at which time RIC ENRY, President, 
indicated that he had recently been in contact with the 
“Deacons” at Bogalusa, Louisiana, and had, been invited by 
the "Deacons" to come to Louisiana. According to NO T-3, 
HENRY requested the club and the club membership to. 
contribute funds to defray the cost of his trip, however, 
he. did not indicate: when he contemplated leaving nor was 


any decision made by the club regarding defraying the 


necessary expenses in. this. trip.($_1) 


HENRY suggested that the club should consider 
holding a rally sometime during July to raise funds: for 
the club and that they could invite representatives from 
the "Deacons" from the ouisiana. area’.as guests and 
speakers ‘at the affair 2:0) » 


It is to be noted that the Fox and Wolf Hunt 
Club is affiliated with the Revolutionary Action Movement 
(RAM)... A. characterization -.of RAM is contained in the 
appendix section of; this. report. 
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| CHARLEY LEE WHITE, Financial Secretary, Deacons 
of Defense and. Justice,. was interviewed at his residence b6 


. WHITE stated he did not wish to furnish any 
information concerning the Deacons of Defense and Justice 
until he had spokén to some of the other members of the 
Deacons of Defense and Justice. 


. The following description was obtained through 
observation and interview: 


Nane | cuaniey Lemar 


Race Negro. 


Sex iy Male 
Date of Birth a j= b6 
Height. b7C 


Weight - 160 pounds 

Eyes Maroon. 

Hair Black. 

Enploynent Continental Can Company 


since November 29, 1961, 
as:a woodhandler, 
Nother LLIE. RING WHITE 


i 
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. porsonal and mixed proporty, to sorrow money, to issuo, nogotiate, 
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$611 and pledgo ovidonces of indebtcdness and to secure same by 


. plodgos, doodss-of trust’ or MOY tEARS, of both the whole or any part - 
of the property of this corporation; and to receive, colloct and eo: 


pay out money for tho accomplishment-of its corporate, purposes. —- 


. ARTICLE IX. “orvicess" J] 


: A. : 
fne Board of Diroctors shall cloct the following officers: ; 


A Prosicgont, who shall bo chairman of tho Board of Diroctors, a Vice~ : 


Presidont, who shall bo Vico-Chaifman of the Board of Directors, a 


vosna tavy and a Treasurer. Tho board shall rogulato and collect duss 
from a2. momoors according to its by-laws made for said purposo. 
. he Board of Directors may create new offices and rogulate tno duties 


of the officors as it may doom advisable. Tho first officers are: 


NAME me OFFICE. 
1. Porcy Lee Bradford : Prosident 
77 2." Barnost Thomas < Vico~President : 
ge . $c SP PS Neco: 
3- Charlic White ome S Socro tary; - = 
reer tet be oe, ba a Fag 
: @ Cosotta,Jacksd ae Treasures oe 
te a 4 » ARPISLE X. ote we i . 
| ! : ni os t ro) D> o - * oe 17 wee i : > * 
re ro“ ¢ & © ee ees : £33 
G. “ai «Tho Bogre of Dixg ors shall havo’ sig aon te imake , - amend » 
oa ae els Ss Ss — ia iz 67 lee ~ Ah 2 
.- and rdifrnce by-22ws to.aoveen tais corporat Lori provided they. aro in “* 3 
Ae woe £32 Ht se : 
Bi? accordance with ‘and i, Sienna wesh thosozarticlos.) 
Q ¥ wan, pee 3 +e 3! 3 _ <3 * 
. 9) = : * # 
<f In PESRINCNY 'f WHEREOF , said Incorperators: have hereunto " 
$ o 3 es a Theo “AF = 7 “4 


signedzthoir nanbs: at Yonroo ;” ‘Louisiana, iin Bast) shosbycdic a o 


és na 
rx i 


‘Shar? ___dand Geraldine winatoms , Legal] and! jeompe tent 


«2 


we 


3) anOH mo~o rend texyp-Sublic, ont “this, “the Sy” of Haroiy' 


Ae 


des tod _andiSixty 
a 


PaROY Las BRADSORD 


GAUNGS LY LROMAS 
Elmo Jacobs 

; “LU JACAES 
s/ James Sharp, aes } 


oe fed ; 
NOTA: ASA Gheriio White 
TARY PUBLIC CHARLLs ware : 


y 


as ~ 


»- 


aro accoptod as mombers by a majority or tho members of this 


corporation present and votins at a reoslar mooting. 


\ 


ARTICLE Vik. 


és ‘2D OF DIRSCT.RS" 


no affairs of this cozrvorution shall se managed by a 


* Board of. nae Hebe ne of Tivo i35) mombers of this corpore ~ 


ation from tho time of incorporation until said number is changed 


by an amondmont to the article or by-laws of this corporation and 


the following shall constitute tho firsts Board of Directors; 


1. Porcy Loe Bradford 
“2. Barnost Thomas 


cP Chariie/\Wwh rite 


PFN 7-73 - 
4. Cosotta Jackson 


S. Elmo Jacobs 


P. Oo. Box 95, Jonesdvora, Louisiana. 
P. 3. Box 492, Jonesboro, Louisiana 


P. Ge Box 733, Jonesboro, Louisiana 


Genoral Lolivery, Jonosboro, Louisiana 


Fe. J. Box 12k, Jonesboro, Louisiana 


The qualification, corm of office, manner of election, 


compensation, powors and dutics 


piace and manner of calling, giving notice and of conduc ting directors 


of the..directors, tho timo and 


meetings and number of directors which shall constitute a quorum, ~~ 


ARTICLE VII. 


‘shall bo proscribed by tho by-laws. rad 


NPIWER AND CAPACITY" - 


. This corporation shall have tne capacity to act possossod 


vy natural person and shall have authority to porform those acts 


which are necessary and propor to accomplish tho purposes expressed 


or impliod in those articles or that may be incidontal thoroto and 


shall have all the power, ausaurity 


5 nenesray —~ e~-srowide? fo: 
; "shall iave the poror and -vsRR --_ 


wena t 


corporate namo, to make and uso a corporate soal, to hold, purchase, © 


ae 


lease, mortgage, sell and recoive oy Gonation or othorwise, roai, 
F \ 


CQVEIDENTID, = 
4 


. 


13 


ath 


proporty in trust ‘as proviaéd® “by” Law) “vO SU0" GNA GO SOE“ 2avthoT oe” 


dutios of tho citizon to tho cormmsnit, and tac ooligation and duties 
bs 

of tho co:munity to the citizen: To Tairther inscruct, teaca, train’ 

and educato said porsons'in the v..luc of soonomic security and in 


the offoctive uso of tacir spenciag 


Lids) 


“wor; tO pire in said persons 
a@ sonse of rosponsibility and te .ove.op leadership. This corpor= 


ation has for its furthor purpo.., ana is Godicatec to, cho defonso 


of tho civil rights, property rirnts and porsonal RaGneS of said: 
people and will cefond said rignts by any and ail nonoradlc and 
legal means to tho end that jus-c-.0°2 be odt..nad. This corpore 


ation may ostablish chaptors anc concuct its business at any place 


x 


in this State and elsowhore as permitted by law. 


ARTICLE Itt. "Du SRATIUN" . ; 
This corporation shall unjoy corpora:c existence for a 


poriod of ninety-nino (99) years from Gato heroof, ' ie 


ARTICLE IV, "REGISTERED OFFICE" 


The locatipn and post office address of its rogistered - 
office shall be: Amds Servico Station, (roar), Bcach Spring Road, : 


Drawer 5B, Jonesboro, Louisiana. 


Ts ” “ 
. 


ARTICLE V. "i ReGESTened ee ENTS" 


fhe Lull names ana post office gddrewsen of its rogistorod 


° “A 
agonts are: 
4 


le Harnost Thomas, 7. 7. 30% 472, .mesbdoro, Louisiana. 


2. Elmo Jacobs, P. +. Box lal, Jc:..i:bdoro, Louisiana. 


Lad . 
CONFIDENTIAL i Vi, " 4 UF GATIZATYON" 


ae -thout-oapitak stock 


ee ee, ) : 
a ~, ie ees amas eg Bie of members dn it P Tao 


oy 


signod Sader orators” ‘aad -all spo; ‘Porsons.-heSOiaacee who. apply*for 


momborship and Satisfactory show that scx xy aro dedicated to the 


proposition of protocting vhrouch any -2c 22 logal moans tnose 


rights grantod by -appropriato to o._ . .tizens of the Unitoa 


States of America and particularly mombors of minority groups and 


a Kg 


me ye R 
4 CONFIDENTIAL 


ce me é 
1 U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE P 
¢ COMMUNICATIONS Section = @& 


AUG i 
ya E 


FBI WASH DC 


4 


FBI SANANTON 
Spl gata 


{ ‘ ° 
615 -PM/CST 8/19/65 . URGENT LAL 
| To DyMECTOR (157-2466) 


, FROM SAN ANTONIO (157-413) Bes 
THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS - RM 


il 


RE SAN ANTONIO AIRTEL AUGUST. NINE LAST. 
; a 8 : a 
ALLEN Re. HAMILTON» CHIEF OF SECURITY AND TRAFFIC, UNIVERSITY: 


‘OF TEXAS». AUSTIN» TEXASs ADVISED ‘INSTANT. DATE THAT UNIDENTIFIED 


INDIVIDUAL ‘PLACED A’ LARGE NUMBER'OF PLACARDS AT VARIOUS POINTS ON 
UNIVERSITY CAMPUS, WHICH PLACARDS READ AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE THE / 
COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS PRESENTS: MARK KLEIN: SPEAKING: ON: 
ARMED SELF DEFENSE>. THE NEXT STAGE IN THE NEGRO STRUGGLE. UNIVERSITY 
YMCA, THURSDAY». AUGUST NINETEEN». .EIGHT ‘PeM.» ADMISSION FREE. UNQUOTE 
PD IN AUSTIN AWARE OF MEETING. MATTER BEING FOLLOWED AND 
BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED. 'LHM FOLLOWS. IS7- he 6 6— 4 aa 
END | 


2 | oe Ta fe ref Rec 18 18 AUG 28 1065 


t 


: ae | jy a Sea 
a Pn mY 
oe ALL Lan + sm . | 


\\ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
5 3 meu) 1965 ‘DATE_Z-L2-28Y SP ¢ Wf 


pe 20 4 
TELETYPE 


FBI WASH DC 


FBI SANANTON 

1037 PM 8/19/65 URGENT JEH 
pr fainlagintone) 57 
GROM SAN ANTONIO /157-413/ 


OC 


THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS. RACIAL MATTER,. 


RE SAN ANTONIO TEL TODAY. 
MEETING HELD AS SCHEDULED, NO INCIDENTS,.'NO ARRESTS, .LHM FOLLOWS. 
END AND ACK PLS. 


WA ceo JXM rec 8 / 57-2¢66- 49 
FBI WASH DC criss, * ya AUG 23 1965 


ge 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINE uv 
HEREIN I UNCLASSIFIED: A 


~7=19-9)_ BY a ee Sh We MLE 


‘ EAS TA Ct 
Sl Aue NY : 


I Se lhe a, 


Transmit the following in 


fanmy fF Mr. Belmont 


4» TOLSON peeeew 
wee 


, & pe ; Mr. Mohrnencom | 
aa ; . oh ar € ol Mr. DeLoach_2. 
FB I. wee mm. fF a |, Mr. Casper snesmnre 


ai Mr, Callahan... 1 
. ‘ = Mr. Conrad. noo | 
Date: Aug. 20; 1965 Mr. Fett 
Mr. Gale 
Mr. Rogen cmeone 
(Type in plain text or code) Mr. eos —| 


Mr. Tavel. 
AIRTEL | gab 


«LOC eT menses 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) Tele. ROOT ssn 


ior eh ceil i a esi Sa ec a ak eg a ae co a a a a a MISS OU eS 
; : : Miss Gandy. 


{TO: DIRECTOR, FBI.(157-2466) 
FROM: SAC, SAN ANTONIO (157-413) 


RE: THE COMMITTRE TO. AID THE DEACONS 
"RM 


sin 


‘Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight copies of LHM 6 
captioned 1 matter suitable for dissemination. 
3 


Re San Antonio teletype dated 8/19/65. 


ie 


Copies of the LHM have been disseminated locally to: OSI, 
ONI, 11308 INTC and two copies to Secret Service. 
Ke < = 
4 The Special Agent at Austin, Texas, who received the in- 
formation from: HAMILTON, as set out in ~~ LHM, is JAMES C. 
KENNEDY, -.7 


seas * e 15 7-2-4 66—-F4 


SAN ANTONIO DIVISION “REC: 52 


ee 


ME AUG 24 1965 


Will follow and repest the results.of the meeting scheduled qd 


at the University YMCA, ear uate Roa ne ba Prof i 


cg. C Wick goin (oy 0 5th 


At Aussin, Tex Texas 


AGENCY: hee, oe OSI;SEC. SHR 


a Bureau (Enc. 8) PT: ISD, CRD 
6 San Antonio DATE FOR®: =e 


JIC: IMW HOW FORW:. 
(9) eee LEM BY: 

ie Bo" 

8&8 RB 


ALL INFORM ae TAINED 
HEREIN UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 2212 @BY. SP/ pt : 


J 


vi@en STATES DEPARTMENT of Qsrice 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


San Antonio, Texas 
August .20, 1965 


File No. 


THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS 


‘On August 19, 1965, ALLEN R, HAMILTON, .Chief of Security 
and Traffic, University of Texas, Austin, Texas, advised a Special Agent of 
the FBI at Austin, Texas, that an unidentified individual had placed a large 
number of placards at various points on the university.campus some time 
‘around 3:00 P. M., August 19, 1965. HAMILTON stated the placards were 
removed upon being discovered. 


HAMILTON stated the placards araidescribed as 14" x.24" and read 


T#X4S 
"The Committee to aid the Deacons present: mansicCeni 


Speaking on armed self-defense, the next stage if the Negro 
‘struggle, University YMCA, Thursday, August 19, 8:00-P.M., 
admission free." 


as follows: 


On August 8, 1965, KUEIN described "The Deacons" as an armed 
‘Negro self-defense group." 


‘HAMILTON stated that the ‘Austin Police Department, .as well as the 
Department of Public Safety, have been informed regarding these placards and 
the proposed meeting scheduled at the University YMCA, August 19, 1965, 
at 8:00 P. M. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 


‘of the FBI, it-is the property of the ‘FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
‘contents are not to be. distributed outside your agency. 


ALL INFORMATION COFTAINED, 
HEREIN [S'UNCLASSIEIED 
DATE_2-/2-% BYS2/ 


> 


(LS P-AYEC b- 44 
7 | ‘ENCLOSURE _ 


FD-36 (Rev. Pge-12-$6) 


eee = rr e. 


FBI 


Date: 8/21/65: 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plain text or code) 


| 
Vie Ad te 
Bd or Method of Mailing) | 
site doncieaite i saponin ane on santana as a aap SRA aa atc we isnt aie Sn a Ea nc aa ne cp 
TO ; ‘Director, FBI (157-2466) 
mM D FROM: SAC, Albany (157-163) RUC 
‘RE 3: Oyzacons OF . DEFENSE . AND. JUSTICE 
RACIAL MATTERS ALL INFOR'AATION CONTAINED 
; A 
; . 00: New Orleans HEREIN IS ety NCLASSIFIED . 
V ; DATE 7-1 1-2 Bt 
iQ Re San Antonio airtel to Bureau 8/9/65. 


Following information made available on 8/19/65, by 
Mrs. BERNETTA CRONK, Registrar's en Cornell University, 
Lthaca, New York: i ps 
° “NkE wt 


F AKA Mt fe, 

MARK sayflcne, born[ id; Brooklyn, New York, 
registered in the’College of Arts and Sciences inthe Fall of ,' 
1962. ‘He was admitted from Erasmus Hall High School Brook~ 
lyn, New York. Residence at that time was 


Brooklyn, Current address is noted as 
_New York. Parent or guardian is 
identified as JACK SLETN fe Brooklyn, a York, | fs 


Msi Ba Ysid i 'tas O.. bgp hl REE, Cote Men oe 


np ety “Bamial 7 Fe, eh Ade f ules ail "fee ALOE 
ccs (3)- Bureau (RM) 


y apf | 
3 - San Antonio (Encl.1) (RM) aot fee 
2 - New Orleans (157-3290) (RM) er : 
4 - Albany bs ee Ly vi 
GQ. = hei 31 } 7 17 
. a. REC- (snag Zz We Te ai. 
ow: a - ioner=0 EX100° A 46 C o gl” iam 
ha 1 - 100-19317 sa A : 
CWR/bsp bac 4 AUG 23 1865 
(12) ae ter | i: | eee Te ; HI 


=a , ails 
po bots AON Ws my bi! 


Approved: SS ————--—— Sent . Scie) Der —L2 
ion Agent in Charge _ b 


Cuil in) (4 


AL 157-163 


§ 


Records of the Proctor, Cornell University, made 
available on 8/19/65 by LOWELL GEORGE, xeveal MARK KLEIN, 
was placed on disciplinary probation on 5/26/65, for the 
duration of the academic year by the Committee on Student 
Conduct. This action was the result of KLEIN's demonstra- 
tion, along with 63 other students, on 5/17/65, at Barton 
Hall, Cornell University, of the ROTC Presidential Review. 
Stated purpose of the demonstration, according to the Proctor, 
was to protest the ROTC as an arm of the government ‘for 
propagandistic subversion of the free education essential 
for ‘the democratic process in the U. S. and as an arm of the 
Ue S. military policy. 


Albany indices show KLEIN is a member of the 
"Young Socialist League, Cornell University,'! and the "Ad _ 
Hoc Committee on Viet Nam at Cornell", Proctor GEORGE char- 
acterized the YSL at Cornell, according to theix own published 
pamphlets, as "a political group organized around the view- 
point that the problems facing the world will ‘be solved only 
‘through socialism, the transfer of economical and political 
power to the working class, and in basic opposition to capi- 
talism and communism", GEORGE characterized ‘the Ad Hoc . 
Committee as a student group organized in the Spring of 1965, 
for the purpose of protesting U. S. intervention in Viet Nam. 
They have sponsored demonstrations on and off the campus, and 
KLEIN has been active ‘in these demonstrations. 


Photo of KLEIN, taken from the University Sabet 
is enclosed to assist San Antonio in identifying this indi~ 
vidual. — 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 39 
50 10104 


Pepe STATES :GO NMENT 


“ Memorandum 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466): pate: 8/23/65 


7 


SAC, MOBILE (157-1017) (RUC) 


SUBJECT: peice OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., aka 
RM 


(00: New Orleans) 


Reference is made to Bureau airtel, 7/19/65. 


Investigation has been conducted in'the Mobile 
Division consisting of contact with racial informants and 
sources, Negro liaison sources, logical criminal informants 
and appropriate law enforcement officials. No information 
has been@veloped which would indicate the existence of 
any chapter of subject organization in this Division, 


Inasmuch as all ef the contacts made are negative, 
no report is being submitted but the negative contacts are 
reflected in the Mobile file, 


Mobile Agents have all been alerted to the 
possible formation of subject grotp in this Division and 
if any such information is received, it will be promptly 
brought to the attention of the Bureau and New Orleans. 


C2 - Bureau (RM) 
2 - New Orleans (357 3290) (RM) 

1 - Mobile 

JTB:gre 


(5) | ud 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Ree » es 2 
DATES12-f 8 Yat pli 15 7- 2466.4 


2 Ay 2B 1365 


7 0 AUGS11965 4°” 


~ = mi eS 


| FD8S Bored $222.64) ® 
FBI 
Date:8/14/65 
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Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code} 


Visit AIRTEL AIR MAIL | 
if j (Priority) 

see on ne of oo a ee ee ee ee ee ee ie ee eet ee ee ee ht beet “et ln “ed le ote te ae ie eal A} 
i "£03 DIRECTOR, .FBI 
e VJ ve Gd . 
/ 4 FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-5290) 
/ Orcas FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 

ORM ae 
Enclosed for the Bureau are elght copies of a bj 


letterhead memorandum captioned "EARNEST THOMAS, JONESBORO, 
LOUISIANA." Copies of this LHM being furnished’ to Chicago, i, 
Detroit, and New York for information. 


Copes of this LHM are being disseminated to ICG. 
and Secret Service, New Orleans. | ' 


“ . ~Qs 
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hemazt ss Gongs fd 


gin INFORMATION CONTAINE 
et eee UNCLASS'FIED () 


(3, = Bureau (Encl DATE 7-1 9-s. BY SP/e | | 
1 ~ Chicago ae (Encl, 1) (Info) 
1 = Detroit (1@7~835) (Encl. 1) (Info) ' 
: - hl gor 57-927) (Encl. 1) (Info) 
- New eans 
RDW:sab L 
(3) /5 7- =] lol“ 77 | 
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Neen ers a a ee si 
ECLASSIFICATION AUITHORITY DERIVED FROM: i , 
HI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 


ATE 08-22-2018 - = Bi: ; . b7C 
un@:p STATES ‘DEPARTMENT OF Osr1cz 
; cd ; FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
In Reply, Please Refer to . 
fe CONFIDENTIAL. (1) 
& 


' New Orleans, louisiana 
August Hay 1 


WHERE SHOWN . '° EARNEST THOMAS ‘\ 
QXHERWISE —~ "JONESBORO, LOUISIANAS 


. The following information has been obtained fron 
. the files of the New Orleans. Office in connection with various 
civil rights and racial eS haye been 


conducted: jn Les, ff % , 

On August 7, 1964, (Earnest? frokas, his wife Eva >. 
uac/fhomas and six children were evicted from the low rent 
hoGsing unit, Jonesboro :Housing-Authority, Jonesboro, Louisiane, 
for non-payment of rent. 


On January 1 and 4, 1965, Earnest Thonas was one 
of a group of Negro civil rights workers who entered thé 
M & D Restaurant, Jonesboro, requesting service, They ‘were 
shown to a separate room with curtains drawn over the windows 
and a £0lding-type door closed the area where thoy, sat from 
the rest of the restaurant. The original prices which were 
on the menu had been considerably raised and the Negro group 
ordered and received the food they ordered and paid for it 
according to the priced. indicated. 


~—_ 
Nes Lan vast [Ho mas 


‘On January 2 and 4, 1965, Earnest Thomas was with 
a group who entered Nomey's Grill, Jonesboro, and was yvefused 
in the grill and was refused accommodations in the notel. 


On January 2, 1965, Thomas and others entered the 
Blue Grill, Jonesboro, and were refused service. 


On January 3 and 4, Thomas and a group attempted 
_ to obtain tickets to the. downstairs area of the Palace 
Theater, SOTEEDED » hat were refused. 


CLASS. & EXT? 
REASON - FCIM 
DATE OF REVIEW 


ENCLOSURRQNFIDENTIAD 0) 


‘ BARNEST TPACHAS 


‘On January 4, 1965, Thowas and a group entered 
Guy's Cafe, Jonesboro, and were refused service in the 
absence of the owner who later stated her policy was | to 
serve all customers ‘regardless of race and color, 


On January 5, 1965, the Deacons of Defense and 
Justice (DDJ)':was reported to be organized and. Earnest . 
Thomas was reported to serve this organization as a group 


' leader. 
Agurora eect. 


On January, , 1965, Earnest! Thomas * was present 
at the arrest'.of Le Gilbert, Negro, at the Minute Spot, 
‘Jonesboro, a Negro cafe in’.Jonesboro. Gilbert was arrested 
on a charge of displaying a dangerous weapon (shotgun) in 
public and “intoxication. ia la later plead guilty to this 
charge. 


“On pdiuiecs 21, 1965, Earnest Thomas appeared at: 
a meeting of Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) workers and 
Negro. leaders ° at Bogalusa, Louisiana, to discuss organization 
of the DDJ at Bogalusa. 


On March 5, 1965, a charter was auaibea to the DDJ ; 
at Monroe, Louisiana, reflecting Earnest Thomas as vice president: 
of this organization, registered agent, and member of the 
board of directors. 


‘On March 11, 1965, Earnest Thomas was arrested 
and charged with resisting arrest and threatening a police 
officer at Jonesboro, Louisiana. This arrest was occasioned 
during a road block imposed on the Negro quarter of Jonesboro 
. by the Jackson Parish Sheriff's Office during Negro demonstrations 
at Jackson High School, Jonesboro, Thomas was arrested for 
attempting to pass the road block and for threatening one of 
‘the deputy sheriffs. 


On March 20, 1965, Chief Deputy Sheriff Janes 
Van Beasley advised his office had. been aware of the DDJ 
organization at Jonesboro for the past six months. He 
stated it was noted by members of his office that Bafnest 
Thomas accompanied demonstrators and those who marched on 
picket lines along with other Negro leaders known to then. 


2% 


EARNEST THOMAS 


‘sheriff's office. Thomas advised. he went alone to this 
-.Peevy sat in on the meeting, although Quarles was the principal’ 
‘Quarles against the patrols by members of DDJ in the Negro 


in Negroes' homes against attack or invasion from outsiders. — 


- of failure of ‘law: enforcement to keep klan‘parade and cross 
burnings. out of the Negro’ section and because of a lack of ' 


' pointed out in July, 1964, the Jonesboro Police Department 


C0 L. (0) 


On April 21, 1965, Earasst Thoxsas was contact. i ov 
Hayward C. Quarles, Justice of the Peace, Jonesboro, wh: -: 
stated he desired to talk to Thomas and mentioned the peousi- 
bility of a subpoena. Thomas agreed to meet Quarles at 
City Hall after refusing to meet him at his office or thu 


meeting and was surprised: to find that Quarles had Mayor 
L. O. Tate, Sheriff Newt T. Loe, and Chief of Police Adrian G. 


spokesman. Thomas related a general discussion of the racial 
situation in Jonesboro was had,, and he was cautioned by 


section and against any preparation to defend with. weapons 


Thomas. informed he told the Justice of the Peace, Mayor, 
Sheriff, and Chief of Police that there had been armed 
patrols in the Negro section ‘and 'they were necessary becayse 


confidence in law enforcement by the Negroes. He said he 


led the klan parade through the Negro section of Jere sboro 
and the Sheriff's Office led the klan parade through the 
Negro section of the neighboring town of Hodge. He said 

the Sheriff had ‘claimed he was unable to control the large 
number of klansmen and prevent the parade through the Negro 
section, and Thomas replied to him that it was for that 
reason that the Negroes found it necessary to arm themselves 
and help prevent that type of invasion from the klan-type 
groups. 


Thomas claimed the DDJ wes never meant to be anything 
other than defensive to prevent klan groups and others from 
invading the Negro section and perpetrating lawlessness on the 
Negroes. He said their weapons were of the type most commonly 
wed in homes in the area. 


-EARNEST THOMAS 


CONFIDENTIAL : 


On July 2, 1965, according to the newspaper States~- 

Item of New Orleans, Louisiana, on that date, Earnest Thoxas 
was a speaker at fhe annual convention of CORE at Durhan,. 
North Carolina, gnd that Thomas. Sone. pf, the AP AICAK Rags 
‘along with James<Farmen, ennet (x, a e Black-Musl- th 

from: Durham, ‘and ‘Bayarg/Rustin. $f ‘New York City who organized | 

he civil rights march on Washington in 1963, It was reported 
that Thomas in his speech attacked the idea of non-violence. 
He said the Deacons was created to inform the klan that 
Negroes on the whole-are not non-violent. Thomas was supported 
in this attitude by another speaker, Dr. Lonnie X, a Black 
Muslim minister of Washington, D.C,, who also spoke, saying | 

"It is better to spend 30 seconds in the glory of manhood 

than a 1,000 years in the news." 


A characterization of the Nation of Islam is attached 
hereto in the appendix section. 


On July 15, 1965, information was received that ono 
Earnest (Last Name Unknown) who is vice president of DDJ in 
‘Bogalusa, Louisiana, on July 9, 1965, wasin New York City 
‘at the Hotel Theresa and was reported to be trying to talk 
to various militant organizations and to gain support for the 
‘DDJ in Louisiana. A white male and a white female often 
accompanied Earnest. 


On August 12, 1965, Mra. Edna Zuber, Credit Bureau 
ot Jonesboro, advised her files reflected that’ Earnest Thonas 
has a credit record since 1961 and that Thomas has two judgnents 
entered in July of 1961 in the amounts of $2,458.80 and 
$155.09 and that he has an unsatisfactory account at a 
grocery store, owing a balance of $50. He is self-employed 
as a bricklayer. is wife is Eva Mae and in 1961 he was 
27. -years ‘ age. 


On Ju 
advised that 
Action Movemen: (RAM) , a’ characterization of which is attached: 
in the appendix section, mentioned ina Lever as follows: \ 


"Get anybody and:  pvengbods to sen : 
other money order to Earnest,Thon’s, 
Louisiana. The brothers need bread," was further advised < 


that ‘at a meeting June. 6, 1965, of, yhe. -Fox, and-~Wolf, Hunt Club p79 
(FWHC) in the office of Richard BOMfenry, 13341 41 Livernois, 

. Detroit, Michigan, Henry showed “neyspaper clipping of the ) 
Sunday edition of the wife ee aye datelined Pa e 4 


‘ 


oa her Hy neal 


Whe 
28, 1965, the Chicago Office vf the ‘FBI 


Xstantord,. one of the-leaders of the Revolutionary 


$ 


Agursees 


EARNEST THOMAS 


CONFDENTIAL 
b6 


louisiana, referring to the DDJ ana relating that Earnest = b7c 
Thomas of Jonesbero, Louisiana,[ _'|, the vice president 

and full-time organizer of the DDJ said that the organization 
had 50 to 55 chapters in various stages of organization in 
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama. The article stated that, 
Thomas declined to discuss the number of members inj/the « .- 7 
organization, but outsiders have guests frp P3990; o 15,900, 
The newspaper continued that Thomas visite he Boga usa = 
Louisiana, Friday, in: the wake of the murder of O'Ne Moore, 
one of Washington Parish's first Negro ty sheriffs. 

He was interviewed in’the home of Robery“Hicks, a Bogalusa 


Negro leader, whose home has. become heddquarters of the 


Bogalusa Civil Rights movement. The article noted that 

Richard Haley of New Orleans, Southern Director for CORE, 
participated in the interview and noted that CORE and the DDJ 
are on friendly terms. The article noted that Haley stated 
CORE discovered that its members in. Jonesboro were safer 

with the DDJ around. It related that Thomas hopes to standardize 
weapons to effect further savings. He prefers the .30 Army 
carbine and -30: Army pistols, and noted that some members 
have .30 carbine that fire rounds like a machine gun, although 
most members now use shotguns. The article stated that Thomas 
and Haley. stated great concern that the DDJ may be painted 

as progressive and trigger happy,, Thomas said they were 
organized strictly for defense and. they were highly disci-~- 
plined and that one of their main purposes is to protect 

civil rights workers and volunteers participating in civil 
rights activities. He noted a person knowingly exposes hixself 
to violence when he walks a picket line. “a 


‘Richard Henry suggested th nembers of the FWHC 
go to Louisiana to see what the DDJ is all about and said 
‘he would try to contact Percy Lee Bradford or Earnest Thonzas 
of the DDJ by telephone (Sa) * 


EARNEST THOMAS 


CO 


The following descriptivn of Thomas was obtairca 
by personal observation and interview: 


Race 
Sex 
‘Birth data 


Height 

Weight . 

Eyes 

Hair 

Scars and marks 


Marital status 
‘Residence 
Social Security No. 
. Employment 
Education | 


Military service 


(0) 


Negro 
Male 


[ | at 
Jonesboro, Louisiana b6 


5° 11" : b7Cc 
211 pounds 

Brown 

Black 

3" scar above left side. of 
mouth; 3" scar on left ‘nostril 
Married, wite ~ Eva Mae cca 
7 children |‘ 

General Delivery, Jonesboro, 


‘Louisiana 


Self~enployed brick mason 


. llth grade at Jackson High 


School, Jonesboro, Louisiana 
U. S&S. Air ‘ big 
Force No. Undesirable 


. Discharge 


“APPENDIX 


1 


NATION’ OF ‘ISLAM, formerly C0 fAL © 
referred to as the Muslim 


Cult of Islam, also known as 


Muhammad's Temples of Islam 


NATION OF ISLAM 


- In January, 1957, a source advised Elijah Muhammad 
has described his organization on a nationwide basis as the 


‘ "Nation of Islam" (NOI) and “Muhammad's Temples of Islam", 


r] 


On May 8, “1964, a second source advised Elijah 
Muhammad is the national leader of the NOI;, Muhammad's Temple 


‘Of Islam No. 2, 5335 South Greenwood Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, 


is the national headquarters of the NOI; and in mid-1960, 
Muhammid and other NOI officilas, when referring to Muhammad's 
Organization on a nationwide basis, commenced using either 
"Mosque" or ener 3 when imgutloutng one of "Muhammad's Temples 
of Islan." 


The NOI is an all-Negro organization which was 


originally organized in 1930.in Detroit, Michigan. Muhammad 


claims to have been selected by Allah, the Supreme Being, 

to’ lead the so-called Negro race out of salvery in the wilderness 
Of North America by establishing..an independent black nation. in 
the United States. Members following Muhammad's teachings. and. 
his interpretation of the "Koran" believe there is no such thing 
as .a'Negro; that.the so-called. Negroes are slaves of the white, 
race, .referred to as “white dévils," in the United States; and 
that the white race, becaude of its exploitation of the so-called 
Negroes, must and will be destroyed in- the approaching "War of 
Armageddon," a 


In the wist, officials and members of the NOI, 
including Muhammad, have refused to register under the provisions 
of the Selective Service Acts and have declared that neimbers 
owe no allegiance to the United States. : 


APPENDIX 


On May 5, 1958, the first source advised Muhammad 
had, upon advice of legal counsel, tempered his personal 
statements and instructions to, his ministers concerning the 
principles of his organization in. order ‘to avoid possible 
prosecution by the United States Government; however, he did 
not indicate any fundamental changes in the teachings of his 
organization. 


‘On May 7, 1964, a third source advised Muhammad 
nad, early in July, 1958, decided to de-emphasize the religious 
aspects of the teachings of Islam and to streas. the economic 
benefits to be derived by those Negroes who. joined the NOI. 
This. policy change, according to Muhammad, would help him . 
acquire additional followers and create more interest in his ‘= 
programs. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. San Antonio, Texas 


i | . « a. * os 
UNITED ‘STATES:DEPARTMENT OF “JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
‘August 20, -1965 


The. Committee to Aid the Deacons, 


t 


Lieutenant BERT GERDING, Austin Police Sopeutunts 
CID, advised the scheduled: meeting of the Committee to Aid’ 
the Deacons was begun at 8 :p,m, at the University YMCA, Austin, 
Texas, on August 19, 1965, ‘with approximately thirty people — 
present. This group was predominately white and only one 
Negro girl whois a student at the AL VERAL YY of Texas: was id 
‘present, 


PAUEAETEIC, ener amber of the ee for a Democratic 
Society, in roduced MARES MARRSKLEIN. as program speaker. a?) / / Te ay ~ 


From 8 p.m. to approximately 9 p, m. KLEIN voiced 
Communistic propaganda and read from numerous books their 
contents all favorable to Communism. KLEIN also ‘advocated 
that Negroes should all arm themselves. and organize into 
‘groups who could ‘then ‘protect themselves against the Ku Klux 
Klan, racists, and law enforcement officers who attack 
peaceful demonstrations, ‘ 


i " KEBIN specfically recommended that each Negro ‘in 


addition to having the necessary firearms to defend his home, 
should have a loaded rifle and pistol in his car at all times. 
and be ready "to defend the Negroes." 


Following KLEIN! s address, approximately one hour 
question and answer period followed. During this time, ‘KLEIN 
was "hard put" to justify his position that armed deacons.for 
defense and justice would not lead to positive open clashés 
between whites and Negroes. During’ ‘this session, KLEIN ‘° 
defined his personal position . as a “revolutionary socialist.” » 


The meeting was adjourned just order to 10 p.m..-: 
in order that KLEIN: could watch the 10 p.m. TV. news and’ 


“determine if the, meeting was on local aaa 


There were no incidents and no arrests were made; 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEDProrsxry or maze LS 77-2 YOC— 4} ¥ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED esmasesdsttne ner cons 


DATE 


BY ¢ FBL It is the property of the Ps 
‘Bl and is loaned to your agency; it - 
and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 


_ ENCLOSURE 


The Committee to Aid the Deacoris 


ts 
1 


'_ Texas Department of Public Safety Intelligence 
Officer OTIS KLAR advised’ that ‘in ‘addition ‘to: PAUL. PIPKIN . 
there were. four other members, of’ the . ‘Students 3 for ‘Democratic 


Sestety DAeREA I Nn Pe | 


GE, Director of Student. Ac hotivities, 


tas 


oy 7 Me RICE, Dean of Student Life Office, who is 
om gharge of campus organizations, Un versity of cs delice 
Rex 8,. on November 23! 1964, advisedi 
’ ‘Students’ for. a Democratic Society isi an ere 
organization of the: University of Texas campus, He described 
it as "a. ‘politigal study and'action organization, The 

purpose of' the, organization is to work toward a-more democratic 
society," He described it as "an: educational and social action 
organization that seeks to promote the active participation 

of students’ toward construction of ‘a social order that. is ‘free 
from. poverty, lgnorenne) wants ss acti a! and: inhumanity of 
mani to- man A 


Mr, “PRICE: stated. teaenaian ‘As .open “to udavte, 
faculty, and others -who ‘share the commitnients. of the: i cla 
to whined as a means and as a social ‘goal. 


\ £ 


[recaani the following in 
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y TO: DIRECTOR, ‘FBI a 
FROM: SAC, SAN ANTONIO (157-413) f* 
72) 
RE: THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS -<. 
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FBI 
Date: 8/20/65 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


‘ARS 
‘RM IS Pm QH CC (" Ay) 


Transmitted herewith are eight copies of 
reflecting results of the meeting held at Austin, reoaet 
at 8 p.m. on 8/19/65 at the University YMCA, Austin, Texas. 


One copy each is being disseminated locally to 
OSI, ONI, 112th INTC, and two to Secret Service. 
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FRI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION CUIDE | b6 
DATE 08-31-2018 a FBI I b7c 
| 
| 
Date: 8/25/65 I 
- I 
Transmit the following -in.- C u) 
; (Type in plaintext or code) : 
{ 
Via —___ ATRTEL 


8 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) ret7" 


recy ry ws ’ 


FROM: cee: Jackson (157-3465) ey) 


Ny SUBJECT: DEACONS_OF_DEFENSE 
AND.JUSTICE#Ska. 
{| RACIAL MATTERS 
ile 1 Re report of SA MAURICE A, KELLIHER dated 

is y 8/17/65 .at New Orleans. 
| (NY Enclosed for the Bureau. are eight copies of 
. ‘ancdLHM and for New Orleans are two copies of same. One 
copy each is being sent to INIC, OSI, ONI, and Secret 

IF Service. -MHSP will also be advised of the developments ft) 

Y in tis matter. y 


» Girst source, and b7D 
second je ‘were interviewed by SA JAMES 0. 


n | INGRAM on 8/24/65. nif 

: LEADS: 3 
NEW ORLEANS DIVISION AO? cass. z Em. BY SP/R j ef = 
, — ps REASON = FON Al. 1g. 4.°* 2 


Fed 
(3). Bureau (157-2466) (Enc 8) (RM) DATE OF ‘REY 
2 = New Orleans (157-3290) (Bne 2) (RM) ALT cy 


5° « Jackson (157-3465) me NOLASSIFIED | 
le ahi SHOWN a 
ft - Gd y RED TS ommeamsg hang | bo 
deel @ ce LHM (L - 100-HUNTER Sa rok a Mel, 2 , | b7E 
ay eB (1 = 157-452) nb Gia 


JOT/25M 4crncy: “ACSI/ONI, OSI;SEC. BFR; 


(10) IEST: ISD, CRD ~ al 
| | DATE FORWZs jae ‘8 AUG 27 to¢e 
’ oe x TW Oe FDS 
a oO BY Al ee 5? Wr >, Ss s. x 


A Sent 
’ PASE ale roel “Agent in Charge C 1. 


JN 157-3465 


CONFIDENTIAL (1 
At Bogalusa, Louisiana 


Will determine through sources if representatives 
of Deacons of Defense and Justice will travel to Jackson | 
to assist in organizing a chapter. Determine identity 
and background of individuals who will assist in organi- 
zation. Will attempt if possible to determine if HUNTER 
MOREY handled arrangements and if he inquired as to how 
to form corporation in State of Mississippi. (@J. iy) 


At Jonesbaro, Louisiana 
Will handle lead as set forth under Bogalusa. 


JACKSON DIVISION 


At Jackson, Mississippi 


Will maintain contact with sources to obtain 
background concerning organization of Mississippi chapter. 
Will attempt to identify all participants and activities 
as well as arms acqudred. 


U NTTAL (0) 


ECLASSIVICATION AITHORITY DERIVED FROM: ~~~ 
1 AUTOMATIC DECLASS i GUIDE 


ATE 08-22-2018 x [iy s b6 


oe ' b7C 


UNITED. STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


a Jackson, Mississippi 
1A Rapin teow Rifoete . August 25, 1965 


my 


DEACONS. OF DEFENSE 
AND JUSTICE, INC. 
_RACIAL MATTERS 


RE: 


A source who has furnished reliable informa-., 

tion in the past advised on August 24, 1965, a meeting’ 

was held on the morning of August 24, 1965, at the ‘Stevens 

Kitchen, a restaurant located at, 604 North Farish. Street, 

Jackson, Mississippi. The source explained Stevens 

Kitchen is a ‘popular eating establishment frequented by 

civil rights workers. At the meeting were the following 

individuals; b6 

; b7C 

‘Huntex{Morey, white, male, age [I Legal — 

Coordinator, Mississippi Freedom Democrat Party; 


APPRO. 
Gophaus” Hughes, Negro, male, age|_ | 2: x 


PPROX, 
Rober “Bolton, ‘Negrg male, age about rye sreroxl | 

x, | 
Mrs. eee Negro, female, age aber 


ww 
7 itt More Negro, mata, age about rye avers 


Sow PRO 
Sandfad — white, female, in early 


King Estus Knight, Negro, male, about []B- APPROX,| | 


‘ b6 
Reverend (first name unknown) Harris, Negro, 7c 
male, in early 


pe Negro, male, age about [|= apraox| | 


I. Xgg uyghassiriep 
CLASS. & EX?. By SW EXCEPT WHEAE SHOWN 
| REASON = FOIM 1273-3 


na ass 1 hele 492? - me, 
ENCLOSUREONFIBENTIAL 


(0) | 
The source advised CONFINEUT HAL Cl atvsduars 


arrived at Stevens Kitchen, but they did not stay for 
‘the entire meeting. U) 


Morey advised the group the local civil rights 
workers could not handle the situation and they needed 
protection. Mrs. Sanders and’ Ware also stated they 
needed a strong organization to protect their basic j 
rights. (TT) ; 


The source determined that. Morey mentioned they 
‘could have the Deacons of Defense and Justice from 
Louisiana to come to Jackson: and assist them in organi~ 
‘zing a unit. The group present generally agreed with 
this view. The source learned that the group present 
wanted: to have thirty, trained men from Hinds County, 
Jackson, to organize and receive training from representa~- 
tives of the Deacons from Louisiana, It was pointed out 
the men would arm themselves and they must be "good shots." 
They would attempt to, keep the organization secret so 
as not to attract any publicity until such time it was 
necessary to protect individuals or their organizations(22 (1 


_ The source learned the Negro element is very 
| upset over the shooting of Reverend Donald Thompson, a 
white minister at Jackson who was shot on August 22, 

| 1965, and they intend to retalilate in the future. No 
further information was obtained in this regard(@J jy, 


Morey went to the Mississippi Freedom Democratic 
Party Headquarters, 507% North Farish, to telephonically 
contact a Deacon in Bogalusa, Louisiana, but Jessie ee, 
who was in charge of .tthe office on August 24, 19653 
refused to let Morey use the phone to call Bogalusa. 
She stated the officers of the Mississippi Freedom 
Democratic Party had not been consulted and she did not 
want others to' feel the Mississippi Freedom Democratic 
Party was endorsing the: group's actions. The source (8) (1) 


2 


CONFIDENTIAL.) 


advised Mrs. Sanders then made available money for the 
phone call and Morey called Bogalusa..on the morning of 
August 24, 1965. He was: then referred to an individual 

in another city and source believes the city was Jonesboro, 
Louisiana. \Y¥_. (I) 


Morey later advised the group arrangements had 
been made for representatives of the Deacons of Defense 
and Justice to come to Jackson to talk to the group at 
the Masonic Temple located on Lynch Street, Jackson, on 
Sunday, August 29, 1965. The representative would ex- 
plain how ‘to set up a chapter in Mississippi and explain 
how they would protect themselves. ‘This meeting will 
not be opened ‘to the general public. (J. (1) 


‘ [a second source, who has furnished reliabl 
information in the past,,. advised on August 24, 1965,) te 
he had determined a meeting was held at Stevens Kitchen 
on North Farish Street, Jackson, on August 24, 1965, 
and a discussion was held regarding the forming of a 
chapter of the Deacons of Defensé and Justice in the 
State of Mississippi. He could furnish no additi onal 
information. |v 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it dnd its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF Cp ig & 
CONSIURICATIONS SECTION 
AUG 25 1984 


renering “CA 


a 


FBI WASH DC Mp, ‘Trotter... 


Tele, Room... 


I Miss Holmes... 
' / Miss Gandy... 
FBI SANANTON 94 ives 


I ASXXXSS9PM CST URGENT 8/25/65 MRH 
TO DIRECTOR 1157-2466 


FROM SAN ANTONIO 157 413 

un COMMITTEE 16 AID THE DEACONS. saa 

| LIEUTENANT BERT GERDING, AUSTIN, “TEXAS, ‘POLICE 

‘DEPARTMENT, CID, ADVESED THE ABOVE COMMITTEE WILL MEET 

AT EIGHT P.M., AUGUST. TWENTY-FIVE A, THE COMMUNITY 

CENTER, ONE ONE NINE ‘TWO ANGELINA STREET, LOCATED IN THE . 

NEGRO SECTION oF AUSTIN, TEXAS. MARK KLEIN WILL SPEAK ON” 
“THE TRUTH ABOUT THE DEACONS". RESULTS OF THIS MEETING WILL 


. BE FURNISHED: THE*BUREAU. ALL INFOR? AT | p/ 
, MATION CONTAR | 
END ae IS lee 


WA..eL BMS DA 2-17-50 BY 


FBI WASH DC Pia | ace, $0 DEI 7 WA - sO 
v7 | (nents pemineet manent 
; AY oa i EX-10L , 9 AUG.30 1965 
51: P2 1965) ner a — 
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PD-SB (Rev. 10-29-63) 


% ny aac OF DEFENSE a“ JUSTICE, INC., ’ 


| Gow (RM). CLASS. & EXT. B 


| 
( 
I 
th w & i 
DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: : I 
Hl AUTOMATIC DECLASSTFICATION cuIpe FBI b6 | 
Ae OBL 01s BY: : b7c 
I 
Date: 8/27/65 I 
I 
Transmit the following tn —__ "RIPEN T Ale i Seem | 
ype in plain text or'eade} 
(ee 
z “(P riority) | 
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TO: DERE IE, ‘FBI CE57-2466) 


OM: SAC;, JACKSON (157-3465) (F) 


“re MATTERS 


ReJNairtel 8/25/65.(V/ 


LRT On ETS protect) advised bé 
SA JAMES O.- INGRAM on. 8/26/65, that a decision was made _ sro 


this date to telephonically contact Deacons at Bogalusa, 
La. P onically contacted residence of CHARLES 
SIMS, and talked with. SIMS' wife. Wife stated 
‘SIMS will travel to Jackson for Sundays meeting. He was 
told to contact ROY BURRIS,[__—sii._~= BURRIS' wife advisd 
BURRIS owns Roy's Barber.Shop, Bogalusa.and-‘he and SIMS 
both plan to be in: Jackson 8/29/65. (83 IT) 


{pst determined] SIMS allegedly president ame i 
BVEEES,, vice-president of chapter at Bogahieas 


Source advised ALVIN J. ‘BRONSTEIN, attorney, 
Lawyer's Constitutional Defense.Committee, Jackson, is being 
consulted concerning legality of chapter in Miss {¢7. 0) 


2-New Orleans (157-3290) (RM) Sune OF Sue 


‘Ee Vey " ae oe LEAT Re 12 
~ 157-452) yl 15 7- 2YLb- 5 b7E 


JOL:ish Cees bene nent 


(8) | | CZ *REC-'50) 3: ' » 1965 


& by 
KE Sent MOP ay : 


— Agent in Charge CONFIDENTIAL (0) 


SISEP2 1965 


JN 157-3465 


, (0) 
LEAD CO TIAL 


NEW_ORLEANS DIVISION 


AT _BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA, AND JONESBORO, LOUISIANA 


Will withhold contact with sources of Deacons 
of Defense and Justice until advised by Jackson to protect 
Jackson source, in view of fact he is one of the planning 
committee. (Ox) 1) 


1a i. 5 aa r = ate 


é 0-19 oe 5 . : Tolson 
A ’ Belmont: 
DEACONS COUNSEL) |“ | Moht 
‘0 y se DeLoach 
_A\ MISSISSIPPI GROUP, |. Beeatoss aetesstion “eh Casper 
> 
4 * Mississippi Negroes are “ver Cty ee 
i f 7 iene’ e ee oe 2 Conrad. , 
' e moment, he said. 
p fense Steps Explained by Rag Ral a eee | Felt 
j Negroes From Louisiana of the Deacons at Bogalusa, Gale 
: led a delegation of 10 f : 
" that recently oe town . Rosen 
. By ROY.REED discuss organi ense 4 : 
ae ee ‘yimes the Jackson meeting, Sullivan ———__. 
JACKSON, Miss, Aug. @D>- Mr. Sims walked into ¢ Tavel 
5 , Ne; Masonic Hall on Lynch 
Severo! mombera of the Det {Street with hi Trotter « 
| ree his coat on his arm, 4 et 
im deference to the 99-degree| | Nonviolent Coordinating Com Tele Room 
weather, and was greeted mittee said at Jackson that] . . 
artly ‘by several white and Holmes 
iNegro civil rights leaders. Gandy 


™~, 


angry part of the state. 
‘explod: ; wThe week of violence and tery 
exploded in the car of George)’ | ton began last Sunday nigh 
when the Rev. Donald Thomp- 
‘son, 2 white Unitarian minist 
who has been active in co 
jrishts work, was guoned 

land seriously wounded b 


! ' 


Freedom: 


Association for the Advance: 
ment of Colored People on Fri- 
,iday and injured him seriously, 
| Young Negroes have gath- 


passing white motorists, A few 

(cars, including police cars, have 
jbeen hit by ‘bricks, bottles aad 
4 tomatoes, 


. 


Thompson. 

. A-member of the Mississip: 

jFreedom Democratic party re 

ed jast night that thre 
were burned earlier i) 


siniply providing an opportunity 
f Doone to learn more about 


reported néear'a house whe: 
iy rights workers were stay: 
The Washington Post God seem 
Times Herald 
The Washington Dally NewS semen 
The Evening Stat ssemeenmmennceeme 
New York Herald Tribune -cesneee 


ALL INFORMATIOSI CONTAINED New Yon Merit Tubes ——— 
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New York Post 


DATE 2-12-8/ BY_322 gee} The New York Times LEE 


The Baltimore Sun 
( f ‘= ‘The Worker 

s Ae The New Leader. - ~ 
/ g\ b The Walk Street Journ) mmr 
Ab : / AY 7-2 f G The National Observer seceummmncnene 
People’s World cememennennnmennnenmeen 
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BOCLASSTPICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED SREB. 
I AUTOMATIC DECLASSIZICAT 


ATE 08-31-2018 BY: Cé57ugsase : 
~ ‘ ; 7 4 


a 3 : | 8/27/65 


b7C 


i airtel | N NT, 2a Me. Bates 


ae 


RevYtel te the Mress sha/es and Bureau telephone call 
to Now Yerk 8/27/68.(/) ee 


‘ 


Authority granted to pay eT for 
expenses actually incurred in connection with travel to Jonesboro, 


Louisiana, and Detreit, Michigan. An itemized list of expenses 
incurred sheuld be obtained from the informant and if expenses 
less than[ |, the balance is to he returned to the Bureau. D 


157-24€6 (Deacons of Defense and Justice) ne 


~ 100-442684 (Revolutionary Action Movement) | ; BYP 
2 - 157-3022 (Organization for Black Power) | sg 
1 =i. F. Row (Room. ‘6221 IB) | | 
NOTE: ? is 


Informant has been requested to drive Revolutionary Actio 

Movement leaders to Jonesboro, Louisiana, for conference with a leader 
of the Deacons of Defence and Justice. Source also plans to drive 

Revolutionary Action Movement ‘leaders to Detroit to attend a'meeting | 
‘of Organization for Black Power. Referenced NYtel requested sum of 

be advanced the informant for expenses and that New York be advised 

in time for informant to be paid by 12 noon, 8/27/65. Section Chief a 
¥.J.: Baumgardner telephonically contacted Special Agent im Charge 75 

D. EB. Roney of the New Yor ce on 8/27/65 ‘and authorized A 

informant to ‘be paid up to. or expenses actually incurred 

4n.donnection with his travel OD > fe 

e 

ro) 
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~ FORM NO, 10 oe 
FPC1o 104 ; < - a ' 
UNITED STATES a A & 
Memorandum 
To DIRECTOR, FBI ( 15-2466) DATE: (8/27/65: 
Pre SAC, CHARLOTTE (157-882) (RUC) 
SUBJECT: 


beacons OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
RACIAL MATTERS al 


Re Bureau airtel, 7/19/65. (J ) 


Informants and sources of the Charlotte Office 
contacted concerning captioned organization have advised 
they have no information relative to the Deacons of 
Defense and Justice or indicating that any chaptersoof 
this organization have been or are being formed. 


The Bureau and New Orleans will be promptly 
advised upon receipt of any pertinent information con- 
Cw captioned organization. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI ——a—<« “i 
FROM: SAC, SAN ANTONIO (157-413) | i ? 
© i 
RE: THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS ee 
4 4 Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight copies 


Copies of the LHM have been disseminated locally to OSI, 


of LHM on captioned matter suitable for dissemination. 
) ‘ONI, 112th INTC, and two copies to Secret Service. 
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MN The Special Agent who received the information = 
_ from Lt. BERT GERONG as set out in attached LHM is JAMES C, . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In are Please Refer to 


FileNo San Antonio, Wexas 


August 26, 1965 


mee 


RE: THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS. 


‘On August 25, 1965, Lieutenant BERT GERDING, Austin, 
' Police Department CID, advised a. Special Agent of the FBI . 
at. Austin, Texas, that a meeting would be held .by the Committee 
‘to Aid the Deacons beginning at 8 p.m. on August 25, 1965. 


| This meeting is to be held at the. Community Center 
located ‘1192 Angelina Street, which is located-in the Negro . 
section of East Austin, Texas. “ . . 
™ The listed speaker for this meeting is MAR) LEI 
and his topic will be "The Truth About the:Deacons". 


On August 8, 1965, KLEIN described: ‘the "Deacons" 
aB an armed. Negro self defense. group. 


On August 26, 1965, Lieutenant BERT GERDING, 
Aug tin Police Departnent cID, advised ‘a- Special Agent of: 
, ‘the FBI at Austin,. Texas, that the above Committee ‘to /Aid 
the Deacons met at-8 p.m., August 25, 1965, at the 
is eitatid Center, 1192 Angelina. Street, sashim ‘Texas. 


? ‘This. address is in-east Austin and: in Lal ‘Negro 
:% section of “Austin, Texas. 


ge There were sixteen people in attendance, nine of 
which: were: Negro and seven. whites. 


Mae KLEIN was the speaker at this meeting and 
_ his publicized: speech as: reflected by moré’ than 2,000: 
circulars distributed: throughout Austin, Texas, on: August. 25, 
1965, advertising this meeting was "The Truth About the 
Deacons", 


ALL INFORMATION CO: TAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


DATE.Z-/7--% BY 


| RNCLOSURE 


IS7-24LE_5° 3 


‘THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS 
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KLEIN practically repeated the same discussion he 
‘had ‘previously given at the University YMCA on the night of 
‘August 19, 1965, KLEIN again advocated the Communist party 
‘Line, read excerpts from various pamphlets and boaks, all of 
which were favorable to Communism. KLEIN again urged all 

; Negroes to organize into.groups and to arm themselves for 

Sg their “own protection." 


The meeting adjourned shortly before 10 p.n. 

without incident. se 

\ KLEIN voiced ‘his disappointment at the small turnout 
in view: of the publicity this meeting had been given. 


The August 8, 1965, issue of the San Ahtonio 
Light, a daily newspaper in San Antonio pene 
carried.an article stating that MA IN, 
Cornell University student, is responsible Sor 
the fo n_of_the Connittee to Aid the Deacons, 
the purpose of which is to a "the Deacons for 


defense and justice.’ KLEIN described the "Deacons" 
as "an armed Negro self defense group." 


This docittment contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the' FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not-to be. 
distributed: outside your agency. 
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APPEARANCE OF ROBERT HICKS, DATE OF 
VICE-PRESIDENT, BOGALUSA (LA. ) 


! LEADERSHIP (GOAL), 8/22/68, pROPRST 
DETROIT, MICH, ee 4 
RACIAL MATTERS bee ay 
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he 
Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of a wea 
memorandum. Two copies of the LHM are being furnishe 
the New Orleans Office. 


One copy of LHM being furnished G-2 and two copies being 
furnished U.S. Secret Service, both Detroit, Mich. 


solree utilized in LHM is Cd? b7D 


Detroit PD and Michigan State Police have been apprised 
of contents of the LHM, 


LHM being classified "Confidentiel" since data furnished 
by the source utilized could reasonably result in the 
identification of a confidential informant of continuing 
value and compromise effectiveness thereof. 


- Bureau (Enc. 8) 
- New Orleans (Enc. 2) 


. 1 
3 - Detroit REC : (3 ieee A SLi SGC 2 
1 - 157-706 (POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE) 
ae a U) 14 AUG 20 1988, b3 
FIP:sal ACSI, On OSI:SHC. SI ia 
deg & ee DEP Asp RD, eentieti coi nN 
8 RP DATE si, ‘ Te Se ee > Fhe 
. a, HOW FORW: Ps RR eeige at ae " 
x ' 7 : i } ~ x it ia 
-' ¢ ; oh geuttED 
aii 


Approved: shitt oe MIT} 


BO SEP Bape awe 0 


# Zz = 


‘ a ws at Fi ST we pe) y 
, UNITERQATES DEPARTMENT OF JuS@e 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Detroit, Michigan cana RROERAnRE 
August 24, 1965 


Re: Appearance of Rober icks,. Vice-President. 
Bogalusa (Louisiana) Deacons for Defense__ 4 
| and Justice Sponsored by Group on Advanced oe 
Leadership (GOAL), August”22, 1968 
. Detroity” Michie an ya 


t \. 
On August 23, 1965, a source, who'has furnished’ 
reliable information in the past, “advised ‘that on August 22,° 
1965, beginning at approximately 3:00 PM, a freedom dinner 
for the Deacons of Bogalusa, Louisiana, was held. at 4472 ike 
Chene Street, Detroit, Michigan. Source advised that \ 
gov” approximately, 300- individuals were present at this affain 
t and- admission was:by ticket at a cost of $3.00 each. 


- According to the source, Henryting, who was: ; 
‘an official in the GOAL when it was in existence, served . Ad ih. 
as the Master of ‘Ceremonies ->~He introduced Richa nry, ALIA 
who was.‘the president of. GOAL, and Henry ‘delivered the 
first speech. Henry talked of GOAL as having been strictly . 
an all Negro organization except for a few Caucasians who . 
‘happened to be married to Negroes. He said: the Negroes - 
struggle for freedom: must continue and. surmised that there 
would ‘be other outbreaks of violence like the one which 
had earlier occurred in Watts, California. Henry said 
the United States of America is militarily powerful,. . 
nevertheless, Negroes will have to.fight periodically: 
even though they cannot win against the government's "might.  " .. 
He said that violence at times was the only way of letting 
"Mr. Charlie": know that the black peopl¢ were tired of 
being pushed around. 
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- As Henry was speaking, John“Conyers, .Jr., U.S. fies 4, 
8 Congressman from the First Congressional District, Detroit, due 
EN entered .and Henry commented that he was glad to know ~ Mr, 
fat Conyers could come to such a'meeting. Henry also 
@ Ht acknowledged the presence ‘of Congressman CharlesDiggs ich 
Ba from_the_U.S. 13th Congressional District, Henry said i 
Fa te nf he was.a strict believer in the "'co-op"’ system but aatd 
BEA not fight with other Negroes who were coming together, 
ah for the cause of the civil rights struggle. 
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Re: Appearance of Robert Hicks, CONPIDENFEAL 
Bogalusa Deacons for Defense 
and Justice Sponsored by GOAL 


Source advised that other speakers at this affair 
were Congressmen Conyers and Diggs. According to the 
source, Mr, Conyers stated he did not believe in violence 
but felt a man was less than a man if he would not defend 
himself, his property and his family. He said it was the . 
constitutional right of every American to "take up arms in 
self-defense" if law enforcement agencies failed to provide 
said defense. Conyers spoke of police brutality in Detroit 
and said it had long been an issue with Negroes. He said 
Negroes must register and vote to defend the bigots who 
constantly support police brutality and deny the Negroes 
‘their basic rights. He said the Watts incident was a war 
between the “haves and the have nots". He said it was 
nothing but a class war fought by people who live in ghettos 
without jobs and decent houses. He stated "Hear me Mr. 
President, you had better take the money you are spending in 
Vietnam to fight an uncalled for war and spend it here on 
the big city slums or else you will have more class wars". 


Conyers talked of the registrars presently in the 
South as being inadequate and he stated he would see the. 
U.S Attorney General on Monday and advise him that they 
will not settle for anything less than a registrar in 
every county in the South. 


According to the source, Congressman Diggs stated 
he had heard of the Deacons for Defense and Justice in 
Louisiana and acknowledged that various situations in the 
civil rights movement called for new techniques and 
approaches. Mr. Diggs ‘said he had talked with U.S. Attorney 
General Katzenbach on Friday and voiced dissatisfaction 
with the number of voting registrars presently supervising 
voting registrations in the South. He,indicated his pleasure 
at seeing so many persons present at this dinner. ; 


Among other speakers at this affair, according to 
the source, were Robert Hicks, President of the Voters 
League in Bogalusa and a charter member of the Deacons__ 
for Defense,,and Justice, and CharleSyjSims, another member 
of the Deacons from Bogalusa. aio x° 


According to the source, Mr. Hicks related the 
experiences and background of the civil rights struggle in 


Atl, 
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Re: Appearance of Robert Hicks, 
Bogalusa Deacons for Defense 
and Justice Sponsored by GOAL 


Louisiana. He said the Deacons came into existence because 
the police of Bogalusa simply refused to protect Negroes 
and the whites who were trying to help, He said several 
northern white university students had come to Bogalusa 
‘to help them organize. He said the Deacons came about 
because one night the sheriff had appeared at his home 
and demanded that they turn over to the Klan the young 
white students who were in Bogalusa helping them, He 
said the police were ordered out of the home: and when 

the Klan appeared and fired into the house they, the 
Deacons, returned ‘the fire and that is how they came into 
existence. He said the Governor of Louisiana signed the 
charter legalizing the existence of the Deacons. 


Hicks said the Negroes plight in Bogalusa was 
helped when the Klan refused to let Congressman Brooks 
Hays of Arkansas appear there. Hicks said that white 
persons from all over the country wrote letters of 
disapproval citing the issue of free speech, Consequently, 
the political leaders of the city declared an all Negro 
day which permitted the use of all facilities without 
discrimination. Hicks praised the efforts of Mr. John 
Doar, Assistant Attorney General in Charge of the Civil 
Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice, and he 
commented that Mr. Doar had done much to help. Hicks 
said that their cause was also helped by the presence of 
50 FBI agents. Hicks commented that one of the agents 
was taking pictures and a Klansman attacked him. Hicks 
said the Klansman was immediately arrested and later tried 
and sent to a Federal prison and that quieted the Klan for 
awhile. Hicks said he looked forward to the day when 
whites and Negroes could ‘ive: in peace together. He 
said he was disappointed by things in the North because 
he thought there was a different atmosphere here. 


According to the source, Mr. Sims mentioned in 
his speech much of the same material which had been 
stated by Robert Hicks. Sims spoke’ of future harmony 
among the races and of the day when the whites and the 
Negroes could live‘peaceably together. He said the | 
white man respectS ‘three things, namely: (1) money; ° 
(2) the vote, because he controls everything that way; 
and (3) power or force. He said white people have never 
hesitated to go to war when their freedom was in jeopardy. 
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Re: Appearance of Robert Hicks, CONEIDEMPFAL 


Bogalusa Deacons for Defense 
and Justice Sponsored by GOAL 


He said the Deacons intend to fight until they have the 
“whole hog" as they have "backed up to the river and 
will either drown or fight". 


Source advised that $509.00 was contributed during 
this affair to the cause of the Deacons in Louisiana. 
Source said this money was presented to Robert Hicks on 
the stage at this affair as soon as it had been counted. 
According to the source, Hicks and Sims stated they had 
to catch a plane back to Louisiana that same evenings: 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU.OF INVESTIGATION | 
IT Reply, Please Refer to ‘San Antonio... texas 


= : Es 
se August 28, 1965 CONFIDENTIAL iiries sy 


THE COMMITTEE TO AID 
“THE BEACONS 


' 


’ ' On iusee 28', 1965, ‘SA Tal advised a Special Agent 


Of the Federal Bureau of Investigation that ‘the. Committee: b6 
wto Aid’ * Deacons held..a "closed" meeting at the home Of : b7C 
hus% Brac’ » beginning at .8:00 p.m. on 
August 27, 1965 {@q" 1) \ Austin) TeXa5 
At this: meeting. Mar appointed Bracy as caliFa 


‘permanent. chairman of the Conmittee to Aid the Deacons in 
‘Austin, Texas, aii 
eae 


: At this feeting, in’ wields to Kein Dou 1acMiwentinie, 
a-membey“of they ope Bis Peer eae at ety, an 
v.. Epon THlinois) were 
in attendance. Also taba i ateasts ‘and "KES wite, 
AnniexAderhol abasta were aiso in attendance OX 


4 


a ‘ 


SA r-1 Sido Stated that ated that a. Fort Hood soldier, 

bs one nears. approximately[ C*dY:stad,' slender, believed b areRoa.| | 

be i owa oolfort, was also in attendance and very } 
interes ted in the proceedings of ‘this meeting. This , 
same individual‘was one of the nine. Negroes who,attended 
a meeting’ of this: same’ organization on the night of August 
25, 1965, and following the meeting held’ a long discussion. 
with Mark Klein, (Od iq) ; 


b6 
b7C 


‘Mark Klein and Douglas Haenline are both leaving 
Austin, Texas, Monday, August 30, 1965, for Houston, Texas ,) 
and ‘Douglas Haenline and possibly Mark "Klein also will /go : 
from Houston to Berkeley, California, where ‘Haenline has 
stated he will organize a Spartacist group on the campus 
of the University o California [ep 
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|) During the afternoon. of August 27, 1965, Mark Klein 
and Douglas: Haenline were practicing - ‘with .a British 303' rifle 


“i vand:a Webley. +45 caliber: pistol which they thadvobtained in 


Austin, Texas. Both were . en ver over the prowess with these 
sguns. (8<) ig) 


The August 8, 1965 ,, issue of the San’ Antonio. 
; Light, a daily newspaper in San Antonio, * Texas, 
earried an article datelined Austin, Texas 
stating. that Mark Klein, a Cornell University 
student, is responsible for the formation 
,a of the Committee to Aid the Deacons, the 
i purpose of which is to aid "the Deacons 
for defense and justice", Klein 
described the "Deacons" as "an armies Negro ‘ 
self defense group", .. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor 


-  @onelusions of the FBI... It is the property of the FBI and 


‘is.loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 


San Antonio, Texas 


August 28, 1965 “CONFIDENTIAL 0) 


Title | THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS 
Character 


Reference San Antonio memorandum 
dated: and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
aye concealed in referenced communication have. furnished 
reliable information in the past.. 


.This document contains neither, recommendations 
“nor -conclusions ofthe FBE, It is the property of the | 
FBI and is loaned to your agency} it and its. contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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'DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, AKA. RM. OO NEW ORLEANS, 
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U.S.-DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRIAN LANSBERG ADVISED BIRMINGHAM f 
OFFICE HE HAD RECENTLY SPOKEN WITH A REV. (WILLIAM) BRANCH IN EUTAW 
‘ALA. BRANCH REPORTEDLY INFORMED LANSBERG THAT THE DEACONS OF /? 

DEFENSE HAD BEEN: ORGANIZED IN EUTAW, ALA., IN ORDER TO PROTECT 
THEMSELVES, EFFORTS. BEING MADE TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW REV. 

BRANCH CONCERNING ABOVE. INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED IN ORDER 

TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER CAPTIONED GROUP HAS BEEN ORGANIZED IN ALABAMA. 
-LHM FOLLOWS. 


‘AIR MAIL COPY FURNISHED NEW. ORLEANS. me 57-2 ¥66 _ _— 
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(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via AIRTEL ____ AIRMAIL - REGISTERED | 
(Priority). | 
i Se Sp i hc a a i a ak a SS a ct are a 
10: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) * 4 
FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (157-1446) (P) _ 
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| DATE_7<172-57. BY . 


af Re Birmingham teletype, 9/2/65. 


- Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are an original and 
seven copies of a letterhead memorandum containing information 
indicating that a chapter of captioned organization may possibly 
have been formed at Eutaw, Alabama. 


New Orleans is being ‘furnished copies of instant 
letterhead memorandum since it is office of origin in captioned 
matter. 

Copies of this letterhead memorandum are being 


disseminated locally to Military Intelligence Agencies and 
Secret Service, PLEA RAM. 


Investigatio) ) sg @errontry being conducted within the 
Birmingham Division in aD5 {fort to ascertain whether any 
chapters of captioned up have been formed in the Birminghan 

Division. Ss 
; t ) £0 ‘7 "gp 
(3’— Bureau (Enc. 8) AM-RM SLE ae 
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UNTADS states DEPARTMENT oF A@MrICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION : 


| In Reply, Please Refer to 1400 ~- 2121 Building 
File No. Birmingham, Alabama 
September 3, 1965 


RE: INFORMATION CONCERNING ALLEGED 
FORMATION OF CHAPTER OF “DEACONS 
OF DEFENSE" .AT. EUTAW, ALABAMA 


A characterization of the Deacons of Defense and 
Justice, Inc., is being attached to this letterhead memorandun, 


U. S. Departmental Attorney Brian Lansberg advised 
the Birmingham Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
that. during the latter part of August, 1965, he had spoken 
with Rev. (WiLirAw)/Branch in Eutaw, Alabama, and at that |. 
time Rev. Branch ifformed him that. the "Deacons of Defense" 
had been organized at Eutaw, Alabama, in order to protect 
themselves. Mr. Lansberg furnished no further information 
concerning the alleged formation of a chapter of the "Deacons 
of Defense" at Eutaw, Alabama, 


On September 3 1965, Rev. William ucKinleyfSranch, 


Alabama, was interviewed in 2gre 
Birmingham, Alabama, by Special Agent.Marvin M, Eubanks, LEX hg 


Rev. Branch advised that he is presently President of 


the_Greene.County..Branch_of the National Association for b6 
the Advancement. of Colored People and is also President » AS 
of the Greene County Civic Organization and Integration 
Organization, | 


Rev. Branch further advised that he does not 
know of any chapter of the Deacons of Defense: and Justice 
‘located in the State of Alabama, He stated, however, that 
he and about twelve or thirteen other Negro men residing 
in Greene County, Alabama, had spread the word in and 
around Eutaw, Alabama, that the Deacons of Defense and 
Justice had organized a chapter at Eutaw, Alabama. He 
stated that he and the twelve or thirteen other Negro 
men, above-mentioned, had taken this action somewhat 
in the nature of a psychological: retaliation to combat 
the parading and demonstrating: ‘of Klansmen in and around 


ALL INFOR"! IATIO: CONTAINED | 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIE 
DATE_217-% BY SP/jeeLye 


ENCLOSURE * 


: LS F-IL6 6-59 i 


RE: INFORMATION CONCERNING ALLEGED. 
FORMATION OF CHAPTER OF "DEACONS 
OF DEFENSE" AT EUTAW, ALABAMA 


Greene County, Alabama, Rev. Branch advised that he and 
the twelve or thirteen other Negroes involved had agreed 
not to reveal the identities of each other for "security 
reasons" and that for this reason he had: rather not 
divulge their names, He stated, however, that if he 
does hear of any chapter of the Deacons of Defense and 
Justice being formed in Alabama, he will immediately 
advise the Federal Bureau of Investigation and will 

also reyeal the names of the above-mentioned twelve 

or thirteen men, 


Rev. Branch further stated that he and the 
above-mentioned Negro men were not in any way affiliated 
with the Deacons: of Defense and Justice, did not believe 
in violence in any form and did not have knowledge of 
any supply of guns or other weapons. that might be used 


in regard to the racial situation in Greene County, Alabama, 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


DEACONS OF DEFENSE: AND JUSTICE, INC. 


Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc., was’ formed 
at Jonesboro, ‘Louisiana, during the Summer of 1964, 
f ‘following incidents involving racial activities, which 
‘incidents created tension in the. area. ; 


The organization was. formed by Negro leaders in 
Jonesboro for the announced purpose of protecting Negroes’ 
and whites from illegal acts and' from acts designed to 
terrorize the Negro community, and was chartered with 
main headquarters at Janesboro, Louisiana. Associate 
chapters are located at Bogalusa and Homer, Louisiana, 
and inquiries were received from other groups concerning 
this movement, but no action has been taken to approve 
additional ‘chapters. 


‘Officers of Deacons of Defense and: Justice, Inc., 
assert that the organization is a defensive group with no 
intention to commit or encourage any offensive acts. 
Leaders of the. organization denied purchase of firearms 
for the group and further denied knowledge of any source 
of contacts for: this purpose. 


The President of this organization disclaims any 
connection with or influence by subversive elements. 
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UNITED STATES G@JpRNMENT 


«Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) DATE: 15 
SAC, SAVANNAH (157-731) 
:// DEACONS_OF DEFENSE_AND_JUSTICE,—INC.,,. aka 
RM 


Rerep of SA MAURICE A. KELLIHER, 8/17/65, New 
Orleans. 


Contacts made with all known sources including 
police departments, sheriffs' offices and state law enforce- 
ment agencies in both Georgia and South Carolina have: failed 
to identify any persons being affiliated with the Deacons 
of Defense and Justice. Contacts with known and reliable 
informants have failed to produce any information concerning 
Deacons of Defense and Justice. 


For information of Bureau and New Orleans, the 
South Carolina Law Enforcement Division, Columbia, S. C., 
is conducting an investigation pertaining to this organization 
based on information received from newspaper publicity. 


Chief J. P. STROM (NA), South Carolina Law Enforcement 
Division, Columbia, S. C., advised 9/7/65 that he had no 
information pertaining to this organization and had been 
unsuccessful in obtaining any indication that there were 
members of this organization in the State of South Carolina. 


Savannah Division will maintain contact with 
informants and sources in an attempt to identify any activity 
in the Savannah Division. 
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aA 


DEACONS?*OF DEFENSE ‘AND: JUSTICE, INCORPORATED | 
RACIAL MATTERS 4. 


A spurce who-has furnished reliable information 
in the past gdvised on August ‘26, 1965 he had: determined 
} that CHARLESYSIMS and ROY. BURRIS, who operates-Roy's:' - 
4 Barber ‘Shop, Bogalusa, Louisiana, had just been contacted 
to appear befor group.at Jackson, Mississippi on _ 
August 29, 1965.( (XU) P 


eee 


4 


The source advised that SIMS is allegedly..the~ 
president ‘and BURRIS the vice-president of the Deacons 
of '. Defense and Justice, Inc. (DDJ) Chapter at 
Bogalusa. ; 


‘He advised that he had determined ALVIN J. 
‘BRONSTEIN, Attorney Lawyers Constitutional Defense 
Committee, Jackson, is being consulted concerning the 
legality of a Chapter in Micsisedppi. (MK 


The source advised that a pamphlet is being 
distrubuted showing that the ‘Deacons of Bogalusa will 
be at ‘the Masonic Temple, Lynch, Street, Jackson on 
Sunday, 3:00 p.m., August 29, 1965. The pamphlet was 
printed by the ‘Hinds County Mississippi Freedom 


Democratic Party (MFDP): segt 

¢ On August’ 27,1965 it was determine that, 
eeeaAe Tnctina, Mane MERE, Mrs. -EMMA’SANDERS,_KING | 
E and ROBERT BOLDEN met at the MFDP — —™ 


Headquarters} to mak efinal-arrangements for t 


e 
ee advised that 12 men would arrivel#(Q) 
- VV 2 ; 
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ENCLOSUR CORFDEMTIAL 


en soe Jeg -aiph bo SF 2d 
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DEACONS 10F DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, ANCOREORATED 
RACIAL MATTERS = 
. COHH SEAL 


from Bogalusa: and $30 had been raised to date to ‘pay | 
for expenses. Fifty-five dollars would‘ have to be 
raised: from contributions. to pay ‘the rental for the 


‘Temple.&)(uy | i 


‘ On August 30, 1965,. the source advised 
that he had.determined +t the meeting at the Masonic’ 
Temple started around 4:00.p.m. and the meeting was 
called to order by’:BOLIEN and there: were<approximately 


; 175 to 200 people in the auditorium. BOLIEN . 
(6? introduced Reverend ING, white male, Chaplain 


he _at_Tougaloo College; ‘Reverend _ ACH. white male 
from Hattiesburg, .a epee 1 ca ldo the’ 


MFDP Delegation: as: MRICS and ... 
— ee - | : id 
‘The first Deacon introduced: ‘was’ (zest “nang 

4/0- ee , described in early 50's, height 5'8", 

8 wena /7 Saige 150 pounds, very dark complexion, who furnished 
background concerning the rise of ‘the DDJ. ‘He stated 
‘that all of the Deacons at ‘the meeting ‘were from ss 

~ Bogalusa:and’ they cwere. from: ‘the Fourth ‘Street Chapter 

7 in POsStUSa. ae Te 


Pee " “ROY BURRIS, :the vice-president of : the | 
Bogalusa Chapter, spoke and he related incidents that 
\. hae happened in: Bogalusa and the fact he: believed the 
‘Federal Government :will eventually support ° the. actions: 
of the: DDJ in ‘accordance with basic rights. 


LITIN GRIPE A] 
i tag eet aa if 


, ovation from the crowd. SIMS introduced the Deacons 


. meeting: | 
_Student, 'Non-Violent..Co-ordinating,.Committee (SNCC) ; 


CEPHAU: S EY GHES , (( K)-(uy 


DEACONS OF. DEFENSE AND: susrrct HSU te 


RACIAL MATTERS 


‘CHARLES SIMS, president of the Bogalusa wt, 
Chapter, was introduced: and he received a large — 


from Bogalusa who had made the trip and including ss 
‘SIMS and the other speakers, theycomprised a total . 
of 12. He introduced’ ‘(first name unknown): THOMAS, | “ 
Negro :male in early 30's; (first name unknown) 
JOINSON in early 20's; (first name unknown) GREEN, 

Negro male in early 20's, (first name unknown) 

JOHNSON, Negro male, 65 to. 70;, (first name sade a 

SMITH, Negro male, age about ‘40. 


During SIMS' lecture, he was asked bypeople 
in the crowd, How. strong a.chapter should they have 
in Jackson.as.well as in Mississippi?. How much 
money, as well'as arms .does the: iehapeet at rie eae 
Deacon? SIMS stated he would’ not answer ‘these’ 
questions before the group, -but ‘any of those 
interested in forming a'chapter in: the. State would meet 
with him later and he would be ‘happy to answer these: 
questions. ' : cae; 
The following pect we present atiithe’ 


s 
Is Field Secretary for the 


WILLIE,REACOCK, associated ‘with - ‘SNCC; ARE 
PHS BURRS, OWN, _ JESST GEE, JOHNNYXROSE,_ JANE’ JAMESNSHIPPS » 


& ‘ 
6 1 & 


RACTAL. MATTERS 


DEACONS OF’ DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, “HeOHEO LAS 


¢ 


i 
; Vie Legal.- Co-ordinator MFDP, phe: 
and ME HIGSON, hae oF ce Manager of MFDP, = 
were présent at the meeting. (¥ (W) 


SIMS after the meeting, met with approximately 
18 to 20 individuals who were interésted in forming 
a chapter in Mississippi. Among those iene vetnge 
present were BOBASMLTH, priest pe 
Hattiesburg, | both Negroes; RO RONAWELSS, sopure: Dope mai from 


sapere rt OID ae Pet 


- Brooklyn, New_York; ROBERT BOLDEN, alles male, Hinds - 


f 2 t 
unknown Negro males From McComb who were interested 


— ty Chairman MFDP; Mrs. EMA SANDERS, Negro female, | se 
(first name » unknown) OADWATER, Negro, male, \ b7c 


ead County executive secretary MFDP; HUNTER MOREY; 


CHARLES HORWITZ, white male MFDP; SANDRACRUDNICK, white 
@, student from, California; KING ESTUS Ala [bheew 
2. 


Negro male, MFDP;_L DER, white female 
_Mississippi; and_CHA 
udent from Rust College: There were two 


in organizin us) units on MeComb and Hattiesburg, J 
Mississippi : 


It was determined that SIMS had stated to 


. the above individuals that to organize chapters ‘of 


Deacons in Mississippi they must have money, brave 
men, fast cars, and dependable individuals, He 
suggested the individuals at the meeting attempt to 
raise money for cars, arms, and organize a group; and 
he would return to' assist them in setting'up their 
Chapters. It was generally agreed that SIMS. would « 
not return until after September 15 upon ple ee 
of the "Washington! Challenge" concerning the lobby in 
Washington, D. C.. by MFDP. SIMS stated that if 
properly organized, the Negroes would not have the 
incidents thrust upon them as they are now in 
Mississippi. Way 
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DEACONS OF. DEFENSE AND JUSTICE ticoRPOREtED 


RACIAL MATTERS 


The source advised that it was determined 
that SIMS and BURRIS had stated that they. each hada. 
.32 or a .38 caliber gun on them at all.times. They 
stated they are also equipped with high poweEee rifles 
and submachine guns in Bogalusa. Cas 


es 


\ 


id The source advised that PHILLIP. | 
\ 4 ransanaey. white male, asséciated with MFDP, carried , 


U (97 a tape recorder throughout the meeting and He understands 
til that he taped the entire meeting at the Masonic ‘ 
Temple. 1) | 


[on April 4, 1965, a second source 
who has furnished_reliable information iC: 
the past, adviced} that. Fill PHILLIP SANDERS. Ay 

“YEAPSANSKY is °:' a member of the Socialist 
Workers eeney (SWP), Seattle Branch. 


MIKE HIGSON, Assistant Office 
7 Manager, MFDP, b6 
advised on July 16, 1965 DAPSANSKY resides. b7C 
in Jackson and is employed in the Communications 
Section of MFDP,. 


The SWP has been designed by the 
Attorney General of the United States 
Pursuant to executive order 10450. 

The Seattle Branch of SWP is . 
set forth in the appendix section. 


A third..-source ‘who rshas:' ‘furnish 
reliable (informatict' stoa"the |: ‘pagtt itadvised'i/: on ‘aly 
August 3, 1965 ‘that. he « had: :“determined 


ladda 
~Sius a are 


‘if x ' 
. . 
: « 


ahairiness; 
‘DEACONS:0E DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, T i{CORPORATED 
RACIAL MATTERS -' 


the DDJ held a meeting at the Masonic 
Temple, Lynch Street, Jackson, on August 
29, 1965. The'meeting started around 4:00 
p.m. and had several ‘speakers who spoke 
concerning the impending trip to Washington. 
on August 16, 1965.concerning the "Lobby- 
on Washington, D. C." The source advised 
that there were 12 Deacons from Bogalusa, 
Louisiana at .the meeting and SIMS was 
their leader and:he spoke on tthe necessity 
of organizing:a Chapter in Mississipplt. ' 
The vice-president of the Chapter in 
Bogalusa also spoke. He furnished a 
description of the harassment that took 
place by police in Louisiana and how 

their children were not protected by 
school authorities. 


4 


The. source advised that SIMS 
had stated that a Deacon Chapter may,not 
be allowed by the State of Mississippi, 
but they would have ‘to do something 
regardless of what the State of Mississippi 
did or did not do.(® )(U) 


M. B, PIERCE, Chief of Detectives, 
Jackson, Mississippi,;Police Department 
advised on August 1, 1965 that the following 
Louisiana and ‘Mississippi license tags 
were obtained by his “Department in the 
vicinity of the Masonic Temple, Lynch 
Street, on the afternoon of August 29, 
1965. PIERCE advised that the license 
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND sustice, "Reo aan 
RACIAL MATTERS ° : 


mumbers have been che.cled with the 
Mississippi Highway Patrol and the 
person to whom registered and address 
has been obtained. 


es 
cae 


The following license and background was 
furnished by Chief PIERCE. 


STATE | LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTERED 


Louisiana [| 1964-1965 Louisiana b7C 
issued to_H._M.. 


5 oF = on,[ 
ni2e dl Louisiana,., 
or 1955 Pontiac fordor, 
—  Ip#L_). 


Louisiana | 1964-1965 Louisiana Be 
J Tissued to Royan, °”° 
7 BURRIS 


.Lo for 
Loy "Beersus | oe eal or 


Louisiana all —-- 1964-1965 ‘Louisiana b7C 
issued to. BERNICE Y, 


MISS. ~ Louisiana for 1961 
— "Chevrolet fordor, ID # 
Ld 


& ‘ , & 


DEACONS 10F DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATEDTESH DEH TIAL 
RACIAL MATTERS 


STATE LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTERED 


Louisiana 491028 1964-1965 Louisiana 
49L028 issued to Hertz 
Corporation, Highway 10 
East, POB, 519, Bogalusa, 
Louisiana7for 1965 
Pontiac fordor, ID # 
252395X121181. 


Louisiana =. fi 1964-1965 Louisiana “be 


[issued to, SAM b7C 
eS 
| g ‘Louis ana, 
for 1963 Chevrolet Coupe, 
) ID # 
b6 


ja | 
Louisiana 1964-1965 Louisiana Be 
es issued to.CLARENCE . 


1965 Mississippi a 


issued to Chrysler Leasing 
Corporation b6 


Mississippi for 1965 Dodge, 
| 


Sind 


Mississippi 


& . @ 
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DEACONS 1QE DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATE@O RTH SEH 
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STATE LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM: REGISTERED 
I eatesiiatesininietienticaiianel a rE ES ee 


Mississippi [i 


Mississippi 1965 Mississipp 
issued to R. 
Robert” fat. nj t \ 


5 Mississippi, for 
[se anh. 1962 Chevrolet Belair, 
ID # ° te nen 


1965 Mississip; a wis 
issued to D hy 


Mississippl 


Mississippi for_1953 


“Cadillac, ID / 
Mississippi a 1965 Mississip 1 H9383. 0b 


issued to § 


"Wiissiesippi, for 1955 
Pontiac, ID #L_ ids 


1965 Mississippi, 
_Lssued to ED 


Mississippi 


“Mississippi, for 


Chevrolet, ID # a 


iM 1 7 
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STATE LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTERED 
_ b6 
Mississippi | 1965 Mississippi b7C 


_ issued to MAB 


~Wisalssippl. for ‘1954 
“Chevrolet, ID # 


Mississippi [| 1965 Mississippi [___] 


issued to CHARLES-HORWITZ, 


' b6 : 
Mississippi, for b7c 


' 1960 Chevrolet, ID # 


| 
Mississippi [| 1965 Mississippi [ 


b6 
b7C 


1955 Dodge, ID a 
[. 


b6 


1965 Mississippi, pic, 


Mississippi = >| 


> M 
1955 Ford, Ip # 


Mississippi [| 1965 Mississippi, |__| 


issued to Delta Mantecry b6 
~~ f /i2'4 C/0.ROBERT\BEACH, ME a 
; ib fz at TLE: 
fe me Mississippi -for, 1965 
‘ Chevrolet-Carryall, 1D # 
aaa 
10 


DEACONS GF. DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED 


RACIAL MATTERS - CONFIBENTIAL 
’ 


: STATE 


Mississippi 


Mississippi 


Mississippi 


Mississippi 


Mississippi 


LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTERED 


(i 1965 Mississippi 


isswed to JULIE 


_Mississipp : for 
1960 Buick, ID #. 
en 

[ 1965 Mississippi: [ ] be 
issued to B » bie 


. » Mississippi for 
1959 Volkswagon, , ID # 
Not given. 


KB5154 1965 Mississippi, KB5154 
issued to Chrysler Leasing 
Corporation, Travel Inn 
Motel, Laurel, Mississippi, 
for 1965 Dodge, ID # 
2353619971. | ge 


[_] 1965 Mississippi, co 


issued to MYRONXCOOK, 


oo for 1954 Ford, 
[__} 1965 Mississipp ‘a 


issued to 


: » for 1960 
Pontiac, ID # , 
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STATE LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTERED 


Mississippi ane & 


1965 este ippit 
d ODGERS b6 


“Mississippi, ‘for 
“1965 Chevrolet, ID # 
ac 


e 


ae — b6 
Mississippi fi ap “s 1965 Mississippi | 
issued to ROBERT A LANDU 


pe S SEES TEP 
for 1964 Volkswagon, — 
im #L id... 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not-.to be distributed outside your agency. 
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APPENDIX 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY = SEATTLE BRANCH: 


In May, 1941, a source advised that during the 
month of May, 1941, the Seattle Branch of the Socialist 
Workers, Party (SWP)' was reorgainzed and received..official 
recognition as a branch of the Party from the national 
office of the SWP in New York, New aGnre: 


On. May 6, 1964, another source advised that 
the Seattle Branch, SWP, with headquarters at,,3815 - 
5th Avenue N. E., Seattle, Washington, is a present 
active affiliate of the National SWP. According to 
source, membership in the Seattle Branch includes. | 
RICHARD FRASER, wha is a‘niember of the SWP National 
Committee and his wife CLARA ‘FRASER, who is an alternate 
member of the SWP National Committee. se afi 


The Socialist Workers ‘Party has Béen 
designated by the Attorney General of 
the United States pursuant to Execuitve 
Order 10450. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: SAC,. JACKSON (157-3465) (P) 


JA rasta or DEFENSE ‘AND JUSTICE , ING... aka 
AA ‘00: NEW ORLEANS 
ij GAS 
: \° Wes: Re Jackson. airtels 8/25/65 and 8/27/65. 
of Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies 
qr'|i iA of an LHM and'‘two copies are submitted: for New 
} ; Orleans. One copy each is ‘being forwarded'to INTC, i 
OSI, ONI,. and Secret Service, Jackson. MHSP and. 
i’ Jackson ‘Miss. PD have ‘been: advised of results in LHM. 
(Protect) is the b7D 


first source in the LHM.and he was. interviewed by 


SA JAMES 0, INGRAM. (K(f) BY 


REC.35 So23 plol pL -S4Y 


G)- Bureau (157-2466): (Enc. 8) (RM). | 


2 - New Orleans (157-3290) (Enc. .2) 2 SEP 9 1965 
‘ 1157-3465) Ly. 
s Wick, 1) sige 
eS Dew om 
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Approved: . B08 seRe e M Per 
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JN 157-3465 


—CONFIBENTIAL 


M. B. PIERCE, Chief of Detectives, Jackson 
PD, was interviewed by SA JAMES O. INGRAM and the 
detectives who obtained license numbers at the Masonic 
Temple and vicinity are SAMMY MAGEE and J, P. BLACK. 
JACK HUTCHISON, Investigator MHSP, made available the 
information to whom license tags were registered. 


[| is the second source in LHM. 
is the third source in the LHM and he was interviewed by 
SA ERNEST M. COCHRANE (% ) (() 


KENNETH DEAN, Mississippi Council of Humane 
Relations, Jackson, who attended the Deacon's Meeting, 
mentioned. to SAs COCHRANE and INGRAM on 8/30/65 that he 
» with ROY REED, a news correspondent of 


Sige New York. Times." He said the "Times" reporter was 
<i the. only ‘representative of the news media in the meeting. 
DEAN did not discuss in detail what went on at the 


meeting. 


It is oo if. on the committee to 
form chapters of Deacons and was, instrumental in 
‘obtaining speakers from Louisiana.: Jackson will follow 
this matter closely with informant. Au) 


LEADS: 


, “at ROGALUSA, LOUISIANA. 

LHM sets forth six licens tags as well as 
to whom registered, address, and make of car, Four 
of these cars are registered to Bogalusa residents, one 
to Monroe residentg, and one to Angie, Louisiana, 
resident. The LHM also sets forth names of the alleged 
Deacons in the meeting in Jackson from Louisiana, Will 
through sources conduct appropaywe BEORETAB REED) to 


b7D 


JN 157-3465 


identify individuals from Bogalusa who attended meeting 
unless already known to New Orleans. 


Will attempt to determine CHARLES SIMS and 
. PBURRIS' future plans for assisting in the organization 
of Chapters ‘in Mississippi. 


JACKSON DIVISION 
AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. 


Will maintain contact with sources to obtain 
background concerning organization of DDJ. If Chapter 
in Mississippi organized, will attempt to determine 
leadership, strength of members, activities, as well as 
arms acquired. Attempt to determine potentiality for 
violence, any subversice or outside influence placed upon 
the Chapters. 
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(Type in plaintext or code) 
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be ate, — 


yi le 
Dr. eienaiaae euckaant Departiient A elles beichh 


Howard University, Washington, D. C., who is presently in . 
Tuskegee, Alabama, at the residence of her parents, on ; 
9/9/65, advised that she has been conducting a study on 
the social processes in Negro protest movements in the paid 
South, dealing particularly with the structure and function 
of various Negro protest groups. Previously, she wrote a' 
pook entitled "These Rights They Seek". During, the course’ 
of her research she has interviewed numerous leaders con- # 
States, with various civil rights action groups in Southern SF 
ates 


a During a recent interview with Professof{ BEN- 
ZION WARDY, white male, political science department, 
Tuskegee “Institute, Tuskegee, Alabama, their conversation 
turned to the captioned organization. She had heard that 
letters had been sent out to various residents of Tuskegee, 
requesting their attendance at a meeting on or about 
‘August 15, 1965, at Tuskegee, and soliciting membership in 
this organization. Professor WARDY informed her that he 
nad attended this meeting but he declined to discuss the 
organization with her and did not admit actual membership) 


| - Bureau 
| New Orleans 
| 2 - Mobile 
:iwd REC. 6 
0 earn p. et 


ear 
o¢ 11965? es & 
Spal Agént“in Charge 


MO 157~1017 


He did appear to have a sympathetic interest in the organiza- 
tion. WARDY told her ‘to leave "the Deacons" out of her 
report on the results of her survey. 


The Bureau has been advised previously of the 
activities of Professor WARDY in connection with the 
Tuskegee Institute Advancement Teague, a ecivilinights . 
action group at Tuskegee, Alabama, which has engaged in 
‘picketing and demonstration for the past several months. 

A summary letterhead memorandum on WARDY's connection with 
this organization and his background has been submitted 
recently also. 


Efforts are being made through established source 
and reliable informants to verify whether or not a chapter 
of the Deatons is in existence in the Tuskegee community. 
Since this has not been established no LHM is being 
submitted.at this time. 


New Orleans Office, will advise if informants 
have knowledge of a formation of a chapter of the Deacons 
at Tuskegee, Alabama. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, NEW YORK (157-1542) (P) REC\Z 
THE BEACONS BOR DEFENSE AW@O SSE | 


Vt 


Re Newark airtel to New York, oe 9/10/65 and 2 2A mA 


ew York telephone call to Newark, 9/13/65 


Information copies are being supplied to sed? * 
nd New Orleans as New York is of the opinion the captioned N 
pnd "The Deacons for Defense and Justice" (DDJ) are one 
3 Bnd the same. 
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This is to confirm re telephone conversation 
between New York Supervisor RAYMOND J. RUCKEL and Newark 
Supervisor WwW. MC ‘VEY during which Newark was requested ‘oe 
to send[ to the party to be held for the benefit 
of the captioned at "The Place" ie West 82nd Street, 

NYC, on 9/18/65, at 10:00 p.m. 4 


For the information of the Bureau, Jackson and °”? 

New Orleans, who has furnished reliable information. . 
dn ‘the past, advised SA JAMES R. LAUGHLIN on 9/8/65, that on 
9/6/65, while at Camp Midvale, Ringwood, New Jersey, he 
purchased a $2.00 ticket to the affair from JUANITA LNU, a / 
Negro female, 5'2", 110 lbs., age 35 - 40, black hair and 

dark brown complexion. The ‘ticket eae | a statements 

"Meet a Deacon" (8 
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Special Agent in Charge 


NY 157-1542 CONFIBENTIAL 


For the information of the Bureau and other 
receiving offices, though there is no information ‘to 
indicate the organization is sponsoring ‘this affair, 
the current Ne ork City Address-Telephone Directory 
reflects therilest Side Unified Action Council, phone 
362-4954, Ls located at lOO West Send Street, NYC. v1 |’ 


is 


(ns 1/2/65, Eek reliable, advised) the(& A 
West Side Unified Action Committee (WSUAC), 100 West 82na 
Street, NYC, was formerly known as West Side CORE. 


The WSUAC has sponsored or co-sponsored 
demonstrations, rallies and/or fund-raising affairs during 
1965 with one or more of the following organizations: 


The Upper west Side Du Bois Club 
e Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 
e Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party 


got oe of the opinion this affair could possibly 
lt of the trip to NYC in July, 1965 by 

OMAS, a representative of the DDJ,and the meeting 
“between 3 NYC Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM) 
members and THOMAS in Jonesboro, Louisiana, during which 
time the merger of the Deacons, RAM and the Organization 
for Black Power was discussed. MAX STANFORD, NYC RAM 
representative, told THOMAS, JESSE GRAY, the leader of the 
Organization for Black Power, is supposedly going to obtain 
$30,000. oe and that THOMAS could obtain $10,000.00 of this 
money. or LM not gay when or how GRAY is to obtain 


this money 
BSS, NYCPD, advised. 
LEADS 
NEWARK 
AT NEWARK, NEW JERSEY. Will submit LHM suitable 


for dissemination to Bureau with copies to Jackson, 
New Orleans and New York, re informant's attendance \ 


NEW YORK 


AT NEW YORK, NEW CORA hd. ey through sources 
and submit re source's atte ge 
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P FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to | Washington, D.C. 


File No. September 9, 1965 


ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER (OBP) 
——————— 

On September 8, 1965, a confidential source who 
has furnished reliable informationin the past, advised the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) as follows concerning. 
the OBP meeting held in Detroit, Miabigan, on September 4 
and 5, 1965: 


‘The meeting was oviganedly planned to be a meeting 
of the OBP "steering committee” and would have been for a 
small group. -However, Jdsse’Gray, National Director, OBP, 
on his own initiative, ~décided” to’ extend an invitation to 
the Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM) of New York City. 
RAM is described in the a ppendix section, The end result 
was a meeting of several hundred persons present at the 
Detroit meet¢tdng of OBP at 5028 Joy Road. Jesse Gray presided . 
at the September 4, 1965, meeting. A copy of the program is 
attached. Among those present were members of: RAM from 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Detroit, Michigan; Chicago, 
Illinois; Cleveland, Ohio; Dayton, Ohio; and Portland, Oregon; 


Northern. Student Movement represented by_ Mr.Strickland | of 2xLt7/> 


ae 


Detroit, and some ‘from New York’ City; Deacons .For Defense an 
Justice represented by Ernest~Thomas of Bogalusa, .Louisiana;~ 


Associated Community Teams (ACT) resentéd by ianaayRogere ZZ: 


“aiid Wife” of Chicago, and Julius, WeHobson, page a ere a 


Others present were: bicpetarrt RS ‘Davis; of the Freedom sits 
Ly Action/Committee, Philadélpliia, Pennsylvania, OBP mémber 
178 Rt mkS Somes Bones Wd -wite (Grace ges, >, Detroit,” "Michigan, .Lawrence—=<- 


XG 


ee 


ALL INFORMATION {COWTAIIED — iy 


HEREIN 
DATE_41. 


y he Chicago ACT7did.not| attend. -Reverend Albert_B. _ 
isa ue e, 2 Detroit minister who is campaigning for Detroit | 


councilman, was also present, There were many young Negroes’ . 
present who were reportedly members of RAM. Many individuals °° 
present refused to divulge their identity, especially among sa 
those reported to be RAM members.| The RAM members had no 

visible leaders at the meeting. DEIR iT, 


The Saturday, September |4, 1965, evening session /)/° P 
was called to order by James Boggs. Registration for delegates 
was $1 per person. Boggs welcomed those enn and 
extended his greetings to all. + 


IS: 5 UNCLASSIFIED 


Psd | SIs 3020—[$6 
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ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER 


Jesse Gray, National Director, OBP, then spoke <<. 
about the present poor economic’ conditions of Negroes in | 
the United States (US). Gray also stated many Negroes ' 

' were’ against fighting.in the present conflict between 
-, South Viet Nam and North Viet Nam in which the US is 
involved. . Gray attempted to counsel against the tearing- 
up.and destruction of Selective Service cards carried by 
young men eligible for duty in the armed forces of the 
US. . This suggestion had-’come from an unidentified man, 


' Ernest Thomas of the "Deacons For Defense and 
Justice" of Bogalusa, Louisiana, was a guest speaker. He 
talked about "Self Defense" as practiced by the "Deacons" 
in Louisiana.. Thomas voiced his opposition to the refusal . 
to fight for the US in Viet Nam. He stated the "Deacons" 
hoped to protect themselves and other Negroes against any 
attacks by "white people" in the South,. Thomas stated the 
"Deacons" have obtained guns for self'defense and have 
established "ham" radio stations to provide quick communication 
for the "Deacons", .He also urged those present to refrain 
from becoming involved in any riots or acts of violence, 


Two unidentified male Negroes from Los Angeles - 
reported concerning the recent riot and destruction of a 
great portion of Los Angeles. These men reported as follows: 
The looting and shooting in Los Angeles was done by organized 
gangs, not named, who had been ordered to shoot but not hit 
anyone. One policeman was hit accidently. This occurred 
as a result of 40-50 young "kids" shooting in the destroyed 
area, The looting was also .done by organized gangs who 
looted block by block, The organizers were not mentioned, 


During the September 4, 1965, meeting, persons 
reportedly members of RAM urged that Negroes called for 
induction idto military service, go to the local boards and. 
tear up their Selective Service cards. These RAM members 
also indicated they believed the OBP was much too mild in 
dealing with the problems of housing, jobs, education, and 
police brutality as they concern the Negroes in the US, 


RAM in Detroit reportedly has assembled 50 to 60 
young Negroes eligible for induction into the US Armed Forces 
at the mayan County's MS CEANEHY sneeraon center, They:are 


_ September 8, 1965, that a*Negro named General Baker, ng 
September 10, 1965, in Detroit, Plans for sympathy 


/ ment, Hobson stated his position would result in 


’ instances was that the OBP should not attend any conferenca 


ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER 
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reported to:-be~ready-to''tear~ up their Selective: Service’ 
cards .when" called for induction-at-the induction. conyers" 


'- These men were located by~an~announcement made from an: 


automobile .which: had: been driven”-around'in the: "ghetto" 

area’ of Detroit. RAM‘people also suggested that Negroes 

in the armed forces should refuse to follow orders of , 
officers. -. .- a 


The first confidential source stated on 
of Detroit, "4s to be inducted into the US Army on es. 


demonstrations protesting Baker's induction are planned 

for Cleveland, Ohio, and New York City, but none will be | 

held in Ment agrons D.C, 4 
Julius W. Hobson, Chairman of District of -_ 

Columbia (DC) ACT spoke concerning his desire to attend ‘  § 4. 

the future conference President Lyndon Baines Johnson 

wants to hold with leaders of the ''Civil Rights" move- 


maintaining a line of communication with representatives 

of. the US Government interested in eliminating poverty, 

and providing for the essential needs of the under i 
privileged. The general feeling of those present in many : 


called by President ‘Johnson, as they feared further con- 
tainment in the present Negro "ghettos" of the large 
cities in the United States. Hobson told the meeting he. 
would attend any conference called by President Johnson 
if Hobson is invited. 


Unidentified persons present critized the United 
States Government's poverty program and called it a failure. , 


The OBP meeting on Sunday afternoon, September 5, 
1965, was presided over by Julius W. Hobson. The afternoon 
was devoted to arguments for and against serving Inthe 
US armed forces in Viet Nam, opposition to fighting in the 
Viet Nam conflict, refusal to fight in Viet Nam when ordered 
to do so, and opposition to the present US poverty progran,. 


, During the afternoon session about ten young Negro 
males carrying "M-1" type rifles attempted to enter the rs dates 
place,. ihe hala one ‘was refused’ admission unless he 


ORGANIZATION FOR BLAGE. POWER 


* sme: 


eee of his rifle. That man and the other rifle bearers 

placed their rifles in a.nearby automobile and came to the: A, 
meeting, ' There was one policeman directing traffic on a e 
nearby corner during the "rifle" incident. It was not learned 
whether the rifles were loaded and who carried then, 


The Sunday afternoon meeting adjoutned at about b6 


3:30 p.m., and_about ten persons went to dinner at the James b7C 
Boggs’ hone, [__} Detroit. s | 
Later that afternoon a street rally sponsored by 

RAM was held*on 12th Street in, eastern Detroit. Several 

thousand people attended. apparently from the nearby slum mY 
area, The speakers at the rally were Julius W. Hobson, : * 
James Boggs, Jesse Gray, and Reverend Albert B,. Cleage. 

Hobson spoke about police brutality, poverty program needs, 

and ‘the need for adequate employment. 


' An unidentified male Negro of RAM stated at the 
rally that no disti&rbance was desired and he urged all to 
attend the September 10 rally planned as a protest demon- 
stration at the Fort Wayne Induction Station at Livernois 
and Jefferson Streets in Detroit. He passed out handbills 
advertising the rally. A copy of, the handbill is attached, 
Unidentified.men also passed out copies of the following: 


1. .Booklét, 16 6 pages; Sakteted "The Los Angeles 
War Cry", “published by Eee « Black: Liberation Front of 
the USA", . a ee as 

2. Booklet, 32 pages, éaptioned “Black America 
Arm Yourselves For a War of Self Defense and Survival", 
eens by RAM. Black, Lyberation Front of the USA", 


3. "Black Vanguard, August 1965", a 59 page . 
book, which can. be subscribed to at, Black Vanguard, p> 4 
e 20. "502, Detroit 21, Michigan. = 


Also available during the OBP meetings was a‘ 
copy of a newspaper published by The Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee of California, entitled "The 
Movement", deved sahys 1965. Be 


‘The “first source also advised that ‘Vr, Strickland, ; - 
Detroit, Northern. Student Movement was very. opposed to the 
s . : rots “a ty % th s - : : ‘ : 
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RAM comments. This caused RAM members to try to get 
Strickland evicted from the meeting. 


‘Comments by an unidentified RAM member at the 
OBP meeting indicated that RAM is the same as an organi-~- 
. zation known by the letters ARM. This individual stated 
that RAM is known as ARM in some cities. He did not name 
the cities, ie ; 


The first source also learned that Julius Hobson 
and William R. Davis, OBP members, had indicated during 
‘private conversations, that they believed Jesse Gray made 
‘a big mistake by inviting RAM to the OBP meeting in Detroit, 
‘Their concern was based on the fact that RAM is not a 
member of the OBP and, therefore, should not have been 
invited to a meeting.which was to be a "steering committee" 
gathering. Hobson and Davis were rather alarmed at the °. 
comments and attitude of the RAM.members present at the 
OBP meeting. .Hgbson and Davis are afraid that the OBP may 
be taken over and dominated by RAM, 


The first source advised further that the OBP 
will not participate in any acts of destruction of Selective 
| Seryice.cards or advocate insurrection’ by members all nae 
us nema forces. 


' . The source also. steed ‘that William R,. Davis 
teaches. in the. Philadelphia schools, and is ‘in close contact 
with Negroes in the Philadelphia slum areas. -Davis is. 
‘well regarded by. these Negroes and: has good relations with 
some Negro gangs “in Philadelphia. Davis has,arranged to 
hold a fund-raising rally -inside a: Philadelphia church on 
Saturday, September 11, 1965. Davis has organized a group 
known as "Gangs Incorporated!’ and hopes to raise ‘money to 
enable the group.to help déstitute Negroes. Davis has 
invited Jesse Gray, nad anus aps and: Julius: ee Hobson. 
to ie ik the Reet Bas ma PEP ELE ES , 
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Movement (RAM). pitt: 


against exploitation and enslavement by ‘the white capitalist 


August 28, 1961, a Federal warrant was issued at Charlotte, 


‘a in-membership, clandestine 1n nature, and owes its primary 


’ 
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" REVOLUTIONARY ACTION MOVEMENT _ 


On November 3, 1964, 8 source made svaliibis a ' 
document entitled "The Revolutionary Action Mevemont Nandtesto)" 
the doeumont having been obtained by tho sourxco from an : 
individual known to be a member of the Revolutionary Action 


t 


This document stated, in part, that RAM was officially 
organized in the Winter of 1963 by Afro~-Amepicans who support 

the revolutionary objectives of Robert F Ailliams, now 

residing in Cuba, and his concept of or anized violence to 

achicve the liberation of the Afro-American people in the 

United States. This Manifesto disclosed that RAM had oriented 

its program to one of education and political revolution and 

the organization of a "black" political party with revolutionary ~~ 
objectives, having recognized the nced for a "black revolution" 
that could and would seize power, RAM philosophy is described © 

in this document as one of revolutionary nationalism, that is, | 
ono involving the struggles of the nonwhite races of the world 


and imperialist nations. 
Regarding Williams, it should be noted that on 


North Carolina, charging him with Unlawful Flight to, Avoid, 
Prosecution for the crime of kidnapping. Subsequent to the 
issuance of this warrant, Williams fled the United States to 

Cuba, where he now publishes a monthly newsletter entitled . 

"The. Crusader" from Havana, , 


This source in September, 1964, advised RAM is 
dedicated to the overthrow of the capitalist system in the 
United States, by violence if necessary, and to its replacement 
by a socialistic system oriented toward the Chinese comnunist 
interpretation of Marxism-L ninism, RAM is entircly nonwhite 


allegiance to the "Bandung World," that is, the nonwhite races 
of tho world rather than to ‘any national entity,.as such, ; 


“On November 16, 1964, a second source advised he 
learned recently from an RAM member that the organization 
began,An Detroit, Michigan, largely under the impetus of 
Doiyeenan, described as the "Father" of RAM and referred to 
as*RAM's "Black Stalin." Freeman served as RAM Chairman, with 
Maxwoll Stanford, now of New, York City, formerly of BAAS ANCE PAS 
Pennsylvania, serving as RAM Field Chairman, 


This source stated ‘in May, 1965, there has been no 
formal headquarters, as such, for RAM but that headquarters 
“ have been with Freeman since he has played such a dominant role 
. . din the leadership of and has directed the policies and activities 
: _ of the. organization, ; : 
0 ee Within recent months, according to the second source, 
dissension within RAM has become evident and some dissatisfaction 
‘ with Freeman's leadership has arisen, So far as is known, how- ' 
' ever, he remains the titular leader of RAM,. 


‘ me. 
To date, according to the second source in May, 1965,'—° | 
RAM has organized units and membership in several of the larger ; 

- eities in the United States east of the Mississippi River and °° °- 
|‘. the organization is currently active in attempting to recruit 
new members and expand its sphere of influence, : 
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‘Le Breakfast will ko served waive you are staying. ‘ 


"2s Sunday morning session will bo hold at above address at 10 a.m. sherp | . 3 
chaired by Brothe c Nahaz Rogers, Chicago, TL. 


oe he 3. Pternosn session wilt be chaired by Brother Julius Rebsors Washington, D Ce 


¢ Dinner wii be sorved at tho hoxe of Brother Jess a -b6 
’ ‘ og 385 me snarp _ mae 
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.The Whdkke racist desir nahers (Joiinson and 
"the other thugs), aust take us for stone fools. 
if they think black people will serve as caa- 
_ fon focder for the Hitler type war machine 
cesigned to mercilessly Shnugnyee Asians in 
. Vietnan, sade 
““ Especially in the light ‘of. the abtocd ties com \. 
mittee by the racist oeast in Los Angeles. 

In Los Angeles they called the Bloocy slaugnt= 
ex cf our people operation "clean Sie “in 4 
Vietnam they called the sauce” Operation “search ’ 
and destroy". ' The Victius are tne sane the 
WOrLd Over, Caxrk people figstiasz waite racisa 
imperialisa and opnression, “y 
We axe sexving notice to the white cacist that, |): 
we will fight a nitty gritty, toe to toe head 
whupping struggle in raceland U.3.A. to libere fr 
ate our people rather tan play a eae, 
_ Slave xole on this: earth again, aes 
“JOIN 50,000 ANGRY BLACKS Til 4 PROTEST DENOI- : Ral 
STRATION CM SEPT.10 AT FORT WAYNS AMNDUCTICN J a, | 
STSTION AY LIVERNLOS AilD PBPFSRSOU. . a a 
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Texas 
Group Formed | 
To Help 

Arm Negroes : 


uf AUSTIN == (AP) = Mark 

fein, Cornell University stu- 
ént, said today a group_ts be- 
ing organized to aid the“Des. 


eons for Defense and Justice” . 
WHE HS-SSSCAEST a6 oad 


ti 
[Negro selfdefense group. 


pi. 
j|_ The Austif group will bel. . 
called * Committee to Ald 
‘jthe Deacons,” Klein said. He 
/ said It will raise money for the 
a Deacons. 
r|_ Klein, who fs in Austin for 
the summer, is the spokesman 
,|for the group. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (157-3022) BEp 4 91968" 


FROM: SAC, WFO (157-583) 


ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER (OBP) 
RACIAL MATTERS 


(OO: NY) 
i) 


to 
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‘Bureau (Enc. 8) 
Chicago. (157-678) (Enc. 5) (RM) 


(be 2 ) (LAWRENCE BARRY) 
(1 - ) (RAM) 

(1 - ) (ACT) 

1 - (NAHAZ ROGERS 


) 
Cinci ti (Enc. 2 RM): P 
ar 187-628) 2) pénconS CF DEF EWSE 


) 
Cleveland (Enc. 2) (RM) AWD JuSsfic jpINC: 
(1 - 157-393) «ee 


) (RAM 
Detroit erie 5) (RM) 


(1 - 157-9 

Cl - | (GRACE BOGGS) b6 
ql - (JAMES BOGGS) b7C 
(1 - (RAM) 4 

(1 - ) (Rev. ALBERT CLEAGLE) 


Los Angeles (Enc. 2) (RM) 
New Orleans (Enc. 3) (RM) 
1 - ~ ) CBP). 


= 


ql ~- ) (BRNEST THOMAS) 
(1 - ) {Deacons for Deferise and Justice) 
New York (Enc. .2) . (RM) 3 " 
(1 - 157-1469) ass 
(1 ~ ). (JESSE a ai 
PhiladeIphia (Enc. 4) (RM 
(1 - 157-1508) 
- ae (WILLIAM DAVIS) 
OF 


) (RAM 
1 - ) (Freedom Action Committee) 
Portland (Enc. 2) (RM) 


~ 


(1 - . ) (OBP) 
4- WFO gee [S12 66- 
(1 - 157-583) (OBP) NOT con RECORDEM 
(( — 157-461). (RAW 150 sep 22 1965 
ay Bak: sas, 157-425) (ACTA | ee opesaTioN CONTAHNED. 
B () gpatmmeuggsnd HEREIN I$ UNCLASSIFIED 
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WFO 157-583 


ReNYtel, 9/1/65; reWFOairtel and LHM, 9/2/65; 
reWFOtel, 9/2/65; reCGtel, 9/8/65. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are eig a 
LHM regarding an OBP meeting attended by b7D 
in Detroit, Michigan, on 9/4,5/65. LHM copies being Sen 


as follows: Chicago, 5; Cincinnati, .2; Cleveland, 2; 
Detroit, 5; Los Angeles 2,;.New Orleans, 3; New York, 2; 
Philadelphia, 4; Portland, 2. 


____.] furnished the LHM information b7D 

to SA HILMER.H, KREBS on 9/8/65. On 9/8/65,[___| furnished 

SA KREBS the copies of the booklets and attachments. Inasmuch 
as WFO has no knowledge whether New York may have copies 

of the booklets and SNCC newspaper, no copies were made due 

to the large number of pages which would need to be copied. 

— ie maintain these booklets in the 1A serial of WFO 

7-58 e 


The confidential source_in the LHM is C1] b7D 
[sot is believed that[ _—_—_—si|s identity as a 
source should be treated as cemfidential in view of the 
possible danger existing if[__| were disclosed as having 
helped the FBI. 


expressed great concern regarding the 

future of the OBP. He was disgusted, and voiced it, regarding 
JESSE GRAY's action in having invited RAM to the Detroit b7D 
meeting. [Pw [stated he was shocked at the arrogant’ 
attitude displayed by the reported RAM members at the OBP 
meeting. He advised that the attempt by the group of about 
ten men, each carrying an "M-1" Army rifle, to enter the meeting - 
frightened[(_ | + +He was blaming JESSE GRAY for showing 
poor leadership in the OBP. rT latated WILLIAM R, DAVIS 
of Philadelphia is also very concerned about.JESSE GRAY's. 
apparent lack of leadership qualities. stated that 

is giving serious consideration to terminating his 
affiliation. with the OBP as he is afraid that some 
irresponsible individual or individuals may do something 
which could touch off a riot at some future date. Such an 
act would give the entire "Civil Rights" Movement a most 
unfavorable reputation, one that_would destroy most of the 
progress made to the present. | atated he wants to 
work for "rights" for Negroes but not where there may be a 
chance of violence. 


oe 


WFO 157-583 ° 


[|statea that he hopes to discuss the 
future of the OBP with DAVIS and JESSE GRAY on 9/11/65 


in Philadelphia. [____]will then decide whether he will 
‘continue to work with the OBP. He hopes to convince 

GRAY that [______] method of moving slowly is desirable. 
L___|praised the efforts of President LYNDON B, JOHNSON 
in attempting to obtain for all Negroes the .rights that 


‘have been denied them in the past. 


Copies of the LHM being disseminated locally 
to Secret Service, OSI, MDW, DIO-NDW. 


. On 9/8/65, [_____] made available a copy of 

a resolution submitted by ‘the OBP at the 9/5/65 meeting 
in Detroit. Only three or four were given out by the OBP 
leaders. [——_eeaeed he objected vigorously to the 
contents of the resolution but was not able to have more 
moderate language used. 
it was deemed advisable to omit it from the LHM. A copy 
of the resolution is attached to this airtel. 


WFO has no characterizations for: 
Northern Student Movement 


Freedom Action Committee 
Deacons for Defense and Justice: 


In view of the limited distribution: 


b7D 


b7D 


Tho war in Viotresa 23 a counxtor-rovolutionary war of the United Statos 


. 


Govormocnt, | scoking to doainate tho political 1, social and cconesic stricture 
of a2 Victnan and mene to destroy the whole world if it cannot ore ‘beat 
or Bes it into simiss chon. This couitor-rovolutionary war has. ee to do 


id which es has boon, micnt. have beon or may bo olected, whothor this 


“8% BS Btecnhowo: » Lomnody, Johnson, Goldwater, oe comone oy seboralae, bat iaaig 


Bron the structure of tho Anorean systea stcolf which is basod upon oxploitation _ 


and thovetons cannot deta, with tho liberation struggles of thepsoples of * 


t 


the vh world whose present’ state of wxdordovolomont is tho direct cosult of 


| thoiy super-oxploitation yestorday ard today. an ~ ee oe 


any 


Thoro is no negotiation with countor-rovolution;, it 4s not sufficient 


to protest against it. There is only one way to combat countor-rovolutéonary 
. 3) = 


parr ond that sa with yovolutdionary powor’. 


; Cae . 
Today it is Viotnan, Santo-Domingo and Cusa ~ sins and Latin Amrica. 


Tomorroy as tho Sails of tho Atetean continent, 3 bo ostablich thoi 


own science onary aise in head-on clash wits tho countorerovolutionary forces 


. at hone ard abroad’ 
of South Africa and Mhodosia, it will bo £frica. But ovorywhore it is colored 


—enles Who aro the: onovging ‘Loreos of world rovolution in —e clash with 


the governzont of 
| tho United aes alae 4t is tho colored pooples of the world who have been . 


i oe Re; ee kn ee ee eee 


® 


Gamal by suror-oxsloitatione | = a 


an the United States 
Tho Organdeation Sor Black Power/declares its colidarity with those 


qxarging rovolitiaissy forces and its datermination to twrk with Unca Sorces 


Ss 


Bo ag 


‘dn theomy and dn practice, wo declare that mrdiswts the oois of bisol: _ 


mothers shall not risk thoir lives to: cpread the xAN in imaltectodecet Viotnan 
' ee ! , 


or aay part of isha, Africa ov Latin Amrica and cab upon. cur poms to: 


Procdon x . 
Join Che ksonvciaa Aray for Black Pooplo St muddcr ant the strugeie for 


black powor on this continant. ig kata j 


San Antonio, Texas. , August 31lst., 1965 


\/f To Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
iM , Federal Bureau of Investigation . ; a 
2 Wasgington, D. C. f/ 


Dear Mr. Hoover; 
The enclosed clipping is alarming because of the seeming laxity of 
the law in pernitting this Orhanization of Negros to arn. 
For self - defense? Never in the history of our country has so much 
progress for the Negro been accomplished as now. 
Anti - Castro Communists xefugees from Cuba, endeavoring to accu- 
mulate arms for the purpose of regaining their country, have been 
arrested and their arms confiscated by the law, and, there have been 
accounts in the Press of Anti-Communists Organizations being arrested 
for having a cache of arms, yet, this Negro Organization openly arms 
without restraint. 
Copies of this clipping have been sent to President Johnson and Texas 
Governor Connelly with the above comments, excusing anonymity, by 
stating that, one fears 'to sign their signiture since ‘our sweet 
land of liberty" ‘has come to such a sad state of affairs, one may 
have their tongue cut out for expressing an honest opinion. 

Thank you Sir, for having given the matter your attenrion. 


Df 


Rm MEW ATE 


EP ENVELOPE ATTACHE 


few 
KE 


4 


United States Citizen. a 


P. S. Suggestion to our President to quell riots was deportation 
Lor the Leaders and Killers. 
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UNITED STATES Qyenvenr 


Memorandum 
TO ! ~=DIRECTOR, FBI “CONFIDENTIAL iy) PATE 9/22/68 


SAC, BALTIMORE (157-1008) 


«OF 2, / 
* THE_DEACONS FOR DEFENSE - i ae 
| Re ee eer ee 
| oe o/, 
a fer? 
¥ Re Newark AT and LHM dated 9/20/65, 


Reference to all available publications, maps, 
postal guides, etc. fails to disclose a Harpers Ferry, 
Maryland. Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, is just across 
the Maryland line and source in referenced airtel could 
have meant the affair in honor of John Brown to be held 
at the West Virginia location [J (1) 


Enclosed for Pittsburgh office is a copy of 
referenced airtel and letterhead memorandum. 


C2)- Bureau oa ASSIFIED 
1 - Newark (157-1992) Sree Pe | 
2 - Pittsburgh (Encl. 2) THERWISE . 


1 - Baltimore 
BFN:ers . 
(6) 


Crass NE Grr Alpy| 
REASON CHAM) 
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18 SEP 23°1965 
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ft TG4 re nor MORE (AL! (wy 
" af q = ' Sik 
fh SEP 28 BR's Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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ECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: ~ a. ft 
I AUTOMATIC DECLASSIZICATION CUIDE ‘a q + b6 
ATE 08-23-2018 : 34 e b7c 


ube STATES DEPARTMENT oBisrice 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to Newark, New Jersey 
File No. ‘ 
September 20, 1965 


CONFIDENTIAL (0 


THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE oonrortt 


aa len a cea aaa port” gy 08 


A source advised on September 20, LosS) ic that-or 
Saturday, September 18, 1965, a party to benefit’ the 
Deacons for Defense was attended from about midnight, 
Septerber 18, 1965, to.about 4 a.m., September 19, 1965. 
The party was_ held at 100 West O2nd Street, first floor, 


_ New York City. iT} 


About 200 - 250 persons were at the party which 
consisted of drinking and dancing. The only persons known 
by name were Juanita (last name unknown), who is a Negro 
female, 5'2' tall, 110 pounds, age 35-40, black hair, dark 
brown complexion; Bill (last name unknown), the bartender, 
male, of Cuban or Puerto Rican descent, 5'10" tall, 160 pounds, 
dark brown hair, near olive complexion, clean-shaven, angular 
face; and Bertha (last name unknown), Negro female, age 
around 30, height 5'8", 135 pounds, medium brown complexion.(@2 (I) 


. A group of women appeared to be sponsoring this 
party, The group consisted of five white women and eight 
Negro women, They had various duties, One of them = 
announced that the party had made a profit of over $400 ~(Y} 


After the party broke u a group of ninenen and 
Ki amass OC 


New York City, This appeared to be the apartment of 
Bill (last name unknown), the bartender, and one of the 
women who was in charge of the party. (&Y (1 


At theapartment, Bill remarked that mrties are 
held every Saturday at 100 West 82nd Street, New York 
City, to raise money for various causes, The impression 
was received that money was raised mainly for civil rights 


activity. iV) 


Bill also remarked that he intended on September 19, 
1965, to go to Harper's Ferry, Maryland, to arrange ford 1) 


CLASS. & EXT. BY N\% 
REASON = FCIM 11, 1 
DATE OF REVIEW 


ese cteonisesteaeslseiclemmipacerds ios — ¢ AL) 


some affair to be held there on December 4, 1965, in honor 
,of John Brown, Bi dicated he would make this trip 
later in the week, 1) ’ 


This document. contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
It is the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not: 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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DEL LASS CATION AUTHORITY DERIVED 2 ROM: 
SRL AUTOMATIC DECLASSISTCATION GUIDE Date: 


DATE 08-23-2018 a 9/20/65 
Transmit the following in 


(Type in plain text or:code) 


Vic, AIRTEL 
: (Priority or Method of cnet MI +3? 28 


2) ¥ 
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oe. ee YK ae 


- : HEREIN 
7 ok TO: DIRECTOR, EBL wae .  BXeroy 
: pe OTHER YS) 
X ‘PROM: SAC, ARK (157-1992) (RUC) 


4 ‘SUBJECT: THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE ene Ne = Me: QL 


A a ASON = FOTN 1 = 
RACI L MATTERS DATE OF REVIEW ~17 


Re New York airtel to the Bureau dated 9/14/65, 


_ Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of letter~' 
head memorandum captioned as. above, Enclosed for Baltimore 
sand New York are two copies of letterhead memorandum, 
Enclosed for Jackson and New Orleans is one copy each of 
letterhead memorandum. 


dSI ?-Ldad 


“YAS “OTS ISO INO 'TSOV *XONGDV 


No copy of referenced communication was sent to 
Baltimore, 


The source referred. to in the letterhead memorandum 

= who. has furnished reliable information in b3 
the past. A written report was obtained from the informant b7D 
by SA: JAMES R, LAUGHLIN on 9/20/65, which report will be b7E 
filed in Newark File ° This was the first time 

this. informant attended any affair at 100 West 82nd St., 

New York City, and, consequently, 2S know any of the 


L720 3 
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individuals by. their complete name. iy 


For the information of Baltimore, The Deacons. 
for Defense and Justice (believed to‘be identical with . se 
captioned organization) are a militant Hegro civil rights we 
group who have vowed to fight yn ane fan wd lt lef 7 
‘physical violéice,, if ais | b 


G Bureau (Encs. sy, 7% REC- or ‘LHM 1. SEP 21 1965 | 


~ Baltimore, (Encs. 
1 ~- New Orleahs WEncs (Info): ‘808.RB ras a 
~ Jackson (ne, LY "'G Io: , . 
= * ED Se. 2) ' ROewop > 
1QY 3 =. : RY 3 ‘ b3 
j b7D 
°! a 1) b7E 


{ ~1992 
NX 157~1 CONFIDENTIAL. 0) 


For the additional information of Baltimore, 
New York in re airtel advised that the West SideUnified 
Action Council (WSUAC) is located at 100 West 82nd St., 
New York City, according to the current New York City ’ BID 
Address Telephone °'feuree: he WSUAC was formerly known 
s IY i 


as West Side CORE, ource: on 1/2/65 ~ reliabl 
The ¥SUAC has sponsoréd ox co-sponsored demonstrations, 
rallies, and/or fund-raising affairs during 1965 with one 
or more of the following organizations: 


| 


The Upper West Side Du Bois Club 

The Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 

The Wississippl Freedom Democratic Party 
LEADS 
‘BALTIMORE. 

At Harpers neh Md: Identify the planned affair 

on 12/4/65 in honor 6 OWN, mentioned in enclosed 
LHM and advise the Bureau. mii 
NEW YORK | 

At New York City, New York: Attempt to identify 


BILL (LUV), mentioned in enclosed LuM and advise Bureau, 
Baltimore, Jackson, New Orleans and Newark. 


C0 pi ) 


Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL AIR MAIL 
ee (Priority) | 
a ae at dem et Ree ee ee te ee see eee ie Ge ee snl ii i a ig te oes i “ld ss se sed oot aac Ge li ces. Gt: as ap aa op ed a — 
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) 
‘FROM ; SAC, SAVANNAH (157-731) (P) REC. 
SUBJECT: _DEACONS OF DEFENSE_AND-JUSTICE).INC., 

aka 

RM 

Re Savannah letter, 9/15/65. 

On 9/14/65_ALANXAURDUS and LEONARD/DAVIDMAN, ‘CORE 
field workers at St. George;,_S,. C., adVigettnateyo-thapters 
of this organization have been formed in ‘the St. George, S. C., 
area but that if harassment of civil rights workers in ‘this 
area does not come ‘to a halt, they believe a chapter will be 
formed. 

\ 

They claimed that several people whom they refuse to 
identify have asked questions concerning this: organization. The, 
questions they claimed were asked of iSUVERO, ACLU lawyer 
‘in St. Georgé;, S..C., on 9/13/65. They also claim hey 
were not at liberty to divulge the advice given these people 
by DiSUVERO. 

This matter will be followed closely to determine 
if a chapter is formed in this area. 
ge cra 7 
$3 Bureau (RM LY 
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FBI 
Date: 9/22/65 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


ecial Agent in Charge 


0-3 (Rev. 3-5-64) : ; : r : 6 
‘UNITED STATES GOW-NMENT wots Ww. 


Memorandum a7 
ro + ac, _LOS.ANGELES (your fle__157=1184_) pare: 9/23/65 
FROM  ! ‘Director, FBI, (Buflle and Serial 157-2466 dee, and’ 
supjecr: __DEACONS:-OF DEFENSE AND sustice oe a 
, FORMATION CONTAINED 


; " Sack Pe) S Urol he es | : ‘ 
CJ 1. ‘Bufiles.indicate this case is delinquent. Give Bad 
jc ReBulet— = 


ceca: : a 
‘0. airtel: C] letterhead memo ao: submitted © /4+?7- , 
ae 2. DATE [J report SBOE. 1 o-fa oS 
CiXletter (J 90-day progress letter XJ will be submitted eicreeiete inte 
Reporting employee. 


‘(CD 3. If-valid reason exists for not submitting report at‘ this time,. state‘ reason apemcally: and 
‘when ssi will. be submitted . ities : eae 


XX 4., Status of [) Appeal’ C) Inquiry Xj Investigation O. Prosecution 
0 airtel (J letterhead memo "3 is att aoe ay 

O) 5. Submit [) report St \ ie De oe ee | 
Oj letter 1 90-day eee idler by 


af 
(Place reply hereon and'return to Bureau. ‘Note receipt: Ber se 9 nere ropvesth 


at emeale ft file.) 


US, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE ; 1964-O-738-077 


0-4 (Rev. 3-§-64) : 

UNITED STATES.GQMERNMENT 9 fa @ 

Memorandum eae? 
AG : Sac,.. CHARLOTTE (your file LS /- -* 2} WARES a 


ms 


vo ‘= at is P ' 
J Director, FBI (Bufile and Serial, ST 2te | NG: 
ge Room hie, pa oie o Ge SOG use 
} only 


tate 
sUajéor :~ ‘DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND . JUSTICE 


C) 1. -Bufiles indicate this case is delinquent. Give specific reason for delinquency. 


713/65 ca {on1éd" PROPOSED VOTER7REGISTRATION 
a aise! ON 3 YMOU 1, WASTIN UN UUNTY, N.U., 6 ASG 


C0 airtel 0 letterhead memo o submitted 


-K] 2. DATE ( report + _nassmanll 
CX letter C] 90-day progress letter 4 itte ‘ 
‘Reporting employee 2. 


3. If valid reason exists for not sb suiimitting meer at this 
when aia will be submitted 


WK) 4. Status of (C0) Appeal “F ‘Tooley CX Investigation [] Prosecution  * a 
0) airtel (] letterhead memo to verify presence of "Deacons 
C5. Submit () report allegedly sent to Plymouth N.C. 
O letter © -( 90-day progressletter by from Atlante. Ga. 


(Place reply hereon and return to Bureau. Ate EAS Ah TdDdosoredt hint’ bn top serial in case file.) 


(li blot) eso EREIN JS UNGLASSIFIED 
eee hed DATE_’7- 7-8 BY 


jeF OS ea2-44) 


—— oo 


FG 
Date: 9/16/65 


(Type in plointext or code) 


(Priority) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) 
SAC, SAN ANTONIO (157-413) (RUC) 


O pzacons of DEEEN SA AND TUSTICR 
CIAL MATTER 


. Re San Antonio Airtel to the Director 
8/28/65. oe 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 8 
coples of Letterhead memorandum on captioned matter 
suitable for dissemination. 


Copies of this Letterhead memorandum are 
being submitted locally to OSI, ONI, nee and U.S. 
Secret Service. 


EP Yeon > 
» Austin, 

Texas, who had requested that his name be kept confidential, 
4nasmuch as the information furnished by him was obtained 
from a confidential eae 


x. DAT VE: 2 
\ _— ALBANY HOW FORW: - Lee BES 
v pas SAN y AT ITHACA, NEW YORK | 
q ? Ua omen nem 


A i 


Ny Verify residence of MARK KLEIN and DOUGLAS 
i ye ‘San E. 


tex ET One copy of this Airtel and LHM designated 
f for Houston for informat dnasmuch as DOUBLAS HAINLI 
ar] resides within the Hous Division. 


; NCLOSURE —ALLINFORMATIC' CONTAINED 
an Oeretea Bees HEREIN IS UNC) °° IED 
v2 — 723090) DATE 2. 5 

t i (2 acast-tah) cwo/eat my 


a DCT RG Eiges in Charge i | 


Serer ee 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
San Antonio, Texas 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. September 16, 1965. 


BEACORS OF DEFENSE -AND JUSTICE 


+ ~ 


ovuG $o ae eae 


On: August 19, 1965, the registrar's office, 
Cornell University, Ithaca, New rk, revealed th following 
Anformation concerning MARK LE EIN, fa trRIEKKLEIN 


Récords reveal that KLEIN was born ont ge 
| P , Brooklyn, New York, registered in the College of bé 
Ar and Sciences in ‘the fallof 1962, He was admitted 


from Erasmus Hall High Sch 
residence at thet time was 
Current address was noted as 
rhe Parent or guardian is identified as 
JAC LEIN of Brooklyn, New York. . 4 


f 


Records of the Proc reveal 


that MARK KLEIN was. 
26, 196 


s action was a result 

On, along.with 63 other students, 
on May 17, 1965, at yes Hall, Cornell University, of 
the ROTC Presidential Review. Stated purpose of the 
demonstration, according to the Proctor, was to protest 
‘the ROTC as an arm of the Government for propagandistic 
subversion of the free education essential for the 
democratic process in the United States as an arm of 
the United States military policy. 


The records of the Albany Office reveal KLEIN 
is a.member-of the "Young Socialist League ,‘Cornell. 
University" ‘and the "Ad Hoe Committee on Viet Nam at 
Cornell", The Young Socialist League at Cornell University, 
*BECORELDE to their own published pamphlet, is described as 


“2 ALL INFORMATIOFECONTAINED, 
HEREIN IS UNCLA**"FED 


DATE 7.77.50 BY 
\SU-2-466 — (p 
"ENCLOSURE 
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 


"a political group organized around the viewpoint that the 


problems facing the world will be solved only through socialism, 


the. transfer of economical and political power to the working 
class and in basic opposition to Capitalism and Communism," 


Mr. LOWELL GORGE, Proctor, Cornell University, 
Ithaca, New York, characterized the "Ad Hoc Committee 
on VietzNam at Cornell" as a student,group organized 
in the spring of 1965 for the purpose of protesting U.S. 
intervention in Viet Nam. They have sponsored demonstrations 
on and off the campus and KLEIN has been active in these 
demonstrations.: ial 


On September 14, 1965, San Antorio ey aaforesd 
that MARK KLEIN, accompanied by DOUGLA INLINE, left 
Austin on or about August 31, 1965, to return.to Cornell 
University, Ithaca, ged York. T-1 advised that it was 
un INE were to reside at[ |_ 

».New York. 


‘T-1 also advised that while KLEIN. was.in Austin, 
‘Texas, KLEIN purchas 65 millimeter Argentina Mauser 
Rifle, serial number [| T~1 stated, that.he assumed 
that this rifle was s in KLEIN's possession. 


The August 8, 1965, issue of the San-Antonio Light, 
a daily newspaper in-San Antonio, Texas, carried'an article 
datelined Austin, Texas, stating that Mark Klein, a Cornell 
University student, is responsible for the formation of the 
Committee to Aid the Deacons, the purpose of which. is to aid’ 
"the Deacons for defense and justice." Klein: described the 
"Deacons" as “an armed Negro self defense :group." .,' 


This document contains neither recommendations: nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property .of the. FBI and. 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not,to 
be distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


a Segal ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
t 


In Reply, Please Refer to : 
File No. San Antonio, Texas 


September 16, 1965 


Title DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 


‘ om s ‘am coal 4 
| 


Character ~ 


4 


i} 


Reference Letterhead Memorandum dated and 
is ' £itled as above 


All sources (except: any Listed ‘below) whose 
identities are concealed in referenced communication have 
furnished reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the PBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 


to your agency; it and its contents are.not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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FBI | ee : 
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\. “sto, 3 FRANCISCO (157-573) 


: | 
3 | wi NOS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., aka ip He 2 


<A 
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Re ‘New Orleans airtel to Bureau dated 8/4/65. 


Investigation on 8/0/65 determine that telephone Nol’ Ad 
567-5929, the number set forth in re airtel where THOMAS could v 
be reached until 8/6/65 is listed to....\. the San Francisco Chap-|. — 
ter of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE). 


A telephone call to the CORE office determine that 
EARNEST THOMAS was not in town and further that THOMAS was not 
expected back in the San Francisco Area for some unknown time. 
This time was stated to be some months in the future. THOMAS' er 
present whereabouts are unknown to San Francisco. San Francisco 
was unable to interview THOMAS as it As believed that he left pe we 
the Bay Area prior to receipt by San Francisco of referenced 
airtel. 


Enclosed is an LHM with eight copies for the Bureau and 
three copies for New Orleans which set forth THOMAS! known 
activities in the San Francisco Bay Area. Sources used in the LHM 
are as follows: 


tke oe” LEM 
Q- Bureau (Encls. 8) (RM) 
New aoe (Encls. 3) (RM) 4, 
2 - San Francisco : rag a moe i 
1- se (CORE) “2Ln2HBA ts | 
By PENCLOSURE G14 SEP 20 x05, | 
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First 
who furnished information to SA RICHARD A. 
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[a source advised on July 26, 1965, that Earne ‘thonas QE) 
Vice PreStdent and Chief Organizer of the Deacons of Defense an 
Justice, spoke at a reception held on July 245°1965s~at~3219"Ellis 
‘St., Bérkeley, California. This meeting,was sponsored by the 
‘Berkeley Chapter~of"the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE). 


[znts source advised| that Thomas. said he was in the are 
to raise nds. Further, that the current principal aim of the 
Deacons is to:‘bring full time membership into their organization. 


He indicated that the Deacons are a non-political organi- 
zation and that the organization has been briefed by other civil 
rights groups to avoid any political organization of any type. The 
‘Deacons as individuals or as a group do not participate in civil 
rights demonstrations in the south but patrol Negro areas of towns 
to protect Negroes when troublemakers come into those areas. Thoma: 
indicated that an effort was made by the Deacons to screen out J 
"hotheads" who would be apt to cause unnecessary trouble. The San 
‘Francisco Chronicle, a daily newspaper published .in San Francisco, 
set forth an interview of ‘Ernest Thomas in its July 25, 1965 issue. 
Copies of this article are attached for information. , 


fa second source advised.on July 24, 1965, /that garnes(Q 
Thomas on a regional tour to raise funds. Further, that he was 
in the San Francisco Bay Area on July 25, 1965, and spoke at a rail 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of 
: the FBI. It is the property of ‘the FBI and is loaned to your . 
~ y agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your 
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BEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC. 


C‘CONFIDEYNTIAL 


held at the Macedonia Baptist Church} 2135 Sutter Street, San 
Francisco, on this date. This source reported that the purpose of 
this tour is to. set-up 'Priends of the Deacons. 


The “Sun Reporter”, a weekly newspaper published in San 
‘Francisco, which is directed toward the Negro population, in the 
San Francisco Bay Area, set forth in its August 7, 1965 issue that 
a fund raising reception for Earnest (Chilly Willie) Thomas, 
Regional Vice President and Director of Organization of the Deacons 
of Defense and Justice, was held at the "Sun Reporter" Building, 
1366-Turk Street, San Francisca on August 5, 1965. 


The sponsors were set forth as a group of concerned: Bay 
Area Negro citizens to raise fundsinorder to furnish bail in the 
amount of $13,000 for 18 persons who se now in jail in Jonesboro, 
Louisiana. 
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fo ao Zp py - iS o ¢ 
(such weapons of warfare as| 
oe machine guns. ! 
e civil rights battle in| ‘4 wish they did,” he said. 


OWN WAY i 


Py South a aa se 
a war fought with) asked if the Deacons would 
weapons of violence if N “hay down their arms if re- 


groes there are not gives 
rotection by local law en- 
orcement agencies, an an- 
gry young man warned 


herelast week, uality, Thomas said: 

The prevalent philosophy of} «“They.can come down and 
non-violence, said Ernest play non-violence with those| 
Thomas, is not shared by|rednecks all they want . . «| 
hose Negroes who havejwe who live down there have 
jdined together in an armed our own way of handling 
brotherhood Known as thé things,” 

Dfacons for Justice and De- But the Deacons would nev- 
SC; “yer start a war, Thomas as- 
‘We don’t intend to turn fserted. 
the other check,” Thomas} “We are not violent people, 
said. ‘Only a fool does that.” 2s some Southerners migh’ 

Thomas, 32, is a vice presi-fhave ‘you think .|.. we be- 
dent and one of the founders | lieve in live and let live—so 
of the Deacons, which was|!0ng as we are left alone to 
quietly formed some l4jlive. 
‘months ago in Jonesboro,| . “But if we are attacked we 
La, and today claims “a'sub-).will: defend ourselves, either 
stantial membership,” 
' “We don’t give out any eX-|. + 
‘act figures,” he said. “The; 


quested to by the many other 
Civil Rights groups which 
preach and practice a differ- 
ent method of achieving 


4 


. even if it means dying. 
ARRESTS 


to legal arrest, but 


‘about us the better.” | y 
| Fhe “other side,””, he ex} think one, of us is going to he 
plained, is composed, of “thd peacefully hauled off to some 
rejinecks and the (Klu Kiux|) jail to get beat up or killey 
nsmen.,. . and the statelyowll be, making the same 
‘police and sheriffs and city :mistake some Southern sher- 
.cops in the South who either | itt will.” 
the other way.” 4 { 
He said that every.member 
of the Deacons owns,’ or has if 
access to, a gun of some 
sort; ranging from .22 caliber | 
‘target pistols to high-powered 
Bunting rifles and shotguns. 
It fs not true =fhamas said, 
that_ their, arsenals :inciude 


heir 


xight to bear arms and de- 
end themselves is contained 
n the United States Constitu- 


tion, ..., 


such as the Deacons in 


individually .or' as a whole 


‘less the other side ‘knows | “We will submit peacefully 


\ 


7 
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“We hope it won’t be neces-. 
sary to have an ceaeniraton) 
e' 


future,” Thomas said. “If We! 
get the protection we hopeful- 
ly might be able to disband in 
a couple of years or sooner,” 

Thomas will speak here at 
4 p.m. today at the Macedo- 
nia Baptist Church at a fund- 
raising rally sponsored by, 
various San Francisco civil' 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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a STATES DEPARTMENT of@bsrice 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
ene San Francisco, California 


September 21, 1965 


Title: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC. 


Reference: San Francisco memorandum dated 
and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
| are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
| information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 3010-106-03 
MAY 1062 EDITION 
GSA GEN REG NO 27 


<- .., UNITED STATES GQVERNMENT 
-Memoramlum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) pate: 10/1/65 


SAC, CHARLOTTE (157-882) 


SUBJECT: Cas FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


: Re Bureau Form 0-1 dated 9/23/65, Charlotte teletype 
9/13/65 and Charlotte airtel 9/15/65, both directed to the Bureau. 


In Charlotte teletype 9/13/55 and LHM submitted by 
Charlotte airtel 9/15/65, both captioned "Proposed Voter 
Registration Demonstration, Plymouth, Washington County, N.C., 
8/14/65, CR- ELECTION YAWS ~ RACIAL MATTERS," it was reported 
that the Deacons for Defense and Justice had telephonically 
contacted GOLDEN A. RINKS on 9/10/65 andasked if he needed 
help in Plymouth and What FRINKS replied that no help was 
needed and that they were not needed in Plymouth. 


No information has been received that there is any 
chapter of the Deacons for Defense and Justice in Plymouth 


or anywhere in North Carol = 


The Charlotte Office has just recently contacted racial 
informants and sources concerning the Deacons 
organization and no information was received indicating 
this organization is active within the Charlotte Division. 


_ , Any information received concerning the Deacons . 
for Defense and Justice will be furnished the Bureau and 
appropriate offices immediately. ; 
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A source advised in At 
the Los Angeles Local - Socialist\/Workers Party (LAL-SWP) 
(see appendix), stated that JamesXGarrett of the Student “A 
OR re eee ey eee nabing-Co SNCC) nad told him tha 
SNCC TS" ou 2 bie a secret Negro ae under the guise of 


self defense. 


st 1965, that a member of vy 


On August 31, 1965, this source advised that 
he had received no information in addition to that pre- 
vioulsy reported regarding the secret Negro army of SNCC, 
the source of donations for this army, or any ties between 
the "Deacons" and this army of SNCC. He does not know of 
any. contact by Charles Sims with “the LAL-SWP (YX du 


This source advised that the information concerning , 
the secret army of SNCC is all strictly hearsay, having BY 
been overheard in a conversation be own persons, and 
may well stem from the fact that Frank{fGreenwood is training 
a group of actors at the SNCC Freedom ain the Watts 
area, to perform in a play of his. 
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bb ‘ In September, 1965, cCliffor Saughs, Re ional ‘ p 
Coordinator and Director, Los Angeled ‘Rriends, of Seuden 
Non-Violent cordinating, committee (LA-SNCC) advised a PZ 

Speciar Agent of the FBI that James Garrett is no longer 

associated with LA-SNCC, 


In June, 1965, Charles Sims appeared on the 
Louis Lomax television show in Los Angeles where he 
discussed the aims of the Deacons of Defense and Justice. 


A source advised in September, 1965, that Sims 
had received an unknown amount cf money as a result of his 
appearance on the Lomax show through a collection and that 
the donations were made by many unknown persons. 


Sources have advised in August and September, 1965, 
that they know of no contact Sims may have had with the 
raed of LA-SNCC while he was in Los Angeles in June, 

Oe. 5 a 

A source advised that at a July 16, 1965 meeting 
of the LAL-SWP that the subject of discussion was violence 
versus non-violence in the civil rights movement. Frank 
Greenwood was in attendance and stated, in answer to a 
question, that he believed in socialism. He has a preference 
for violence and feels that it is the only way that freedom 
can be acouired. He restated this many times during the 
meeting. yu 


An unknown female in the audience asked how she could 
donate arms and ammunition to the Deacons and she was told 
by Greenwood to see him after the meeting {f ) 7 yy 


A sourct\advised on September 22, 1965 that Charles [eZ 
Sims, President, Deacons of Defense and Justice, Bogalusa, 
Louisiana, and A. ZAWoung, President, Bogalusa Voter's League 
departed for Los. Angeles on September Co 1065 where -YOuRa 
is to appear on a Los Angeles television show. 


Go irrieciecks 
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A source ‘advised on September 23, 1965, that Sims 
and Young had arrived in Los Angeles. 


The following article appeared in The Press 
newspaver, bvere hiss California, City Edition, September 
23, 1965 issue: 


"TOMAX CHARGES JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY YRIES TO - 
LOCK ‘FREEDOM -FESTIVAL' 


"the Vohn Birch Society has brought. \ eredible 
v) ressuré! Y bear on sponsors of the DickX\Va 
ie nd Robert/Vaughn television programs to ep the 
if cwo-starscfron, appearing “in a. ‘Freedom Festival 
ponsgne an ‘San Bernardino, according: ‘to Louis 
max. 


"Lomax, author and television commentator, 
speaking to a capacity. audience at Riverside 
Universalist-Unitarian Church last night, said 
that as of last night Van Dyke, Star of the comedy 
snow. that bears his name, and Vaughn, star of 'The 
Man From U.N.C.L.E.' are still slated to appear. 
tonight in the show -at Swing Auditorium on the 
National Orange Show grounds in San Bernardino. 


"twe are fighting to the last ‘ditch on this', 
he said. 


"Tomax has been a principal peeuniver of the 
benefit show, with funds going to help civil 
rights fighters in Bogalusa, La., and residents 
of the Watts area in Los Angeles: who Rateetes 
financial loss in the recent ri 


"miter 
addition to 
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L\ [folk singers sariyenonas and Clabe 
Ch the San Bernardin ombo ‘The Fasades. 


"Lomax cited the Birch Society ‘pressure as 
‘an example of the fact that the civil rights 
fight is not confined to the South. 


"AS enother example, he told the audience 
last night that at a memorial service for Adlai 
Stevenson held in Bogalusa, a stocky white man 
with a Confederate flag-styled vest stood across 
the street and shouted, 'You better pray, you black 
niggers, ‘cuz you'reg a die,’ 


A 
yneh, Lomax said, 'And al 


"The man was Connie 
guess where ne's fromn.! 


un 

Lynch, a self-styled fundamentalist preacher 
and aia ‘racist, lists himself as a San Bernardino OAL ' 
resident re en 


"On the same point,. that civil rights problems 
are not confined to a few areas in other parts of ; 
the country, Lomax said, 'Z've never been in this 
city before in my life, but I'll bet 15 cents I 
could get in my car, cross the railroad tracks 
and’ find a Watts right here. Am I right?! 


"The civil rights struggle, he said,. is 
no longer just a moral matter, 'It's a survival 
matter. ! 


*ihe very survival of our civilization 
and our moral Lives is involved.! 


"The looters in the Watts area, he said, 
were people from whom our society has failed to 
provide for their daily needs. He told of a man 
carrying a sofa out of a furniture store and: 
said, 'The tradegy is the Los Angeles economic 
society ‘does not provide that .man a way to get 
that ‘sofa any. other way.! é 
CORED ENS EA 
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
also known as "The Deacons"; 
CHARLES SIMS, President, 
Bogalusa, Louisiana 

RACIAL MATTERS 


"While the national unemployment rate among 
whites is the lowest it has ever been, at 4.6 per 
cent,. the rate for Negroes is 13 per cent and the 
rate in Watts is 34.9 per cent, Lomax said. 


"what we once called the Negro revolt is 
becoming a class revolt, a struggle between the 
haves and the have nots,' he said. 


"The present struggle is a great challenge, 
Lomax said, because ours is a great country. 


‘tthe experiment we are making is the noblest 
man has ever conceived. We can lead the whole 
world to a Periclean age. No one man can do it. 
0 one woman can do it. But each must do what 
he can. 


Oe i a sete eaiany, * he see ‘They 
still ; they are careful when they ride 
and where they ride.'" 

‘A source advised on September 24, 1965, that approx- 
imately 600 persons attended the "Freedom Festival" on September 
23, 1965, at the San Bernardino, California, Orange Show ag 
Auditorium. Entertainment was provided by Dick Gregory, 

Sally Jones and San Bernardino local talent. 
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This source said that Charles Sims and A, Z. Young 
were introduced by master of ceremonies Lonis Lomax as members 
of the Deacons of Defense and Justice. Sims did not take 
active part in the functions but Young gave a five minute 
talk concerning -how badly the people of Bogalusa, Louisiana, 
need money. He stated that the money collected at this _ 
affair would be used for the purchase of clothing for the 
children of Bogalusa and for the payments of fines and 
bail for civil rights workers in Bogalusa. 


This source advised that no announcement was made 
as to the total amount of money collected. The tickets 
originally sold for $5.00 but several days prior to this 
affair, tickets were sold throughout San Bernardino for 
$2.00 for adults and 50¢ for children. Certain vatrons 
contributed more than $5.00 but that these individuals or 
how much they gave is not known. The affair was not a success. 


This source advised that no comments were made .- 
concerning future travel of Sims or Young. 


A source advised on September 27, 1965 that 
neither Sims nor Young appeared on the Louis Lomax television 
show on September 26, 1965, and that he knows of no other 
appearances scheduled for Sims or Young. 


Sources utilized above have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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APPENDIX. 


LOS ANGELES LOCAL - SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY (LAL-SWP) 


On May 18, 1965, a confidential source advised 
that the LAL-SWP has been in existence since the 1930's and 
continues to exist. The source further advised that the 
LAL-SWP is a local branch of the National SWP with aims and 
purposes identical to those of the National SWP. 


The SWP has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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UNITED states cov@enr we) 
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9 Vy TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442684) DATE_ 10/6/65 


’ Cd 


A) ii PROM: 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight copies aN , 
1s ena ofA letterhead memorandum, dated and captioned as avtove, . XY: 
"a pértaining to a meeting in Jonesboro, Louisiana between sone 

‘ ndividuals affiliated with the Revolutionary ion Movement 
(RAM) in New York City and ERNEST THOMAS of thé Deacons for 
-Refense-and Justice (DDI). Copies of this letterhead — 
memorandum af being enclosed for the listed offices as 
follows: Jackson, 2; New Orleans, 5. (®@): 


a 
3 A ey _ The sources mentioned in enclosed letterhead re 
ME 4 emorandum are as follows: rae 
' 


First Source: b7D L 
Second Source: iT. Nye 
Third Source: 6 {@) 
Ds oSO™ 
AY 


@ryureau (ene. -S)7nM) | TEY, - 2\ b4— xr 


® ik (hm acl NOT RECORDED 
5-New Orleans ota 123 OCT 18 1965 
1- (ERNEST THOMAS) 
i- FNU)SIMS ) PCs ee ec 
. UNSUB; Female Secretary to ERNEST THOMAS) 
- DD -  b3 
gSI> 1-New York (MaKWETL STANRORD) (43) bé 
AY -New York ( (AL HAYNES )(43) °° ~ or 
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(JESSE GRAY) (42 


‘ .b 
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fhe enclosed letterhead memorandum is classified 
"Secret" due to the fact that[ ss Jas a highly placed 
source in RAM in New York City and this source maintains 
a close relationship with RAM members in New York City. 
Any unauthorized disclosure of the information furnished by 
Deere tant impair his future effectiveness, and, such 
Mpairmeney could have an adverse effect on the national 
defense interests of the United States. (7 1 
Pleld Offices receiving a copy of this letter and 
letterhead memorandum will also be sent a copy of the informant 


report of » pertaining to his trip to Jonesboro, 
Louisiana. “1 


It is to be noted that the individuals affiliated 
with RAM in New York City who visited and conferred with 
ERNEST THOMAS in Jonesboro, Louisiana, in addition to 
MAXWELL STANFORD, were AL HAYNES and 
and the date on which they visited and conferred with THOMAS 
was 8/31/65, however, this information was not specifically 
set out in en¢ texrhead memorandum so as to nore 
fully ‘protect 2 “0 

Also, the information furnished byL_____—sidd was 
suitably paraphrased and the letterhead memorandum is 
indicated as having emanated from New leans, Louisiana, 
so as to more fully protect Gy 
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In Reply, Please Refer 10 New Orleans, Louisiana  SBeReT 
FileNo October 6, 1965 
Bulile 100-442684 | CONFARENTIAL 


Revolutionary Action Movement 
Internal. Security = RAM’ ' 


A source, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on September 8, 16, and 30, 1965 that he 
learned that during the latter part of August, 1965, some 


New. York City, visited and conferred with Ernest ta 
f the Deacons for Defense and Justice (DDJ) Zn iti. 


A characterization of RAM is attached hereto 
and the sources mentioned therein have furnished 
reliable information in the past. 

MEMBER OF SUBJECT ORGANIZATION 
This source further advised that the spakesman for, . 


g the RAM individuals from New York City was Maxwell\Stanfor )° 
y eee eu ee 
OY Maxwell Stanford is described in the snpielvee ets 
Ra Of. . RAM attached hereto, 


Tnis source further stated that he also lcarned of 
the following: 


Stanford and Thomas discussed bringing RAM, the 
DDJ, and the Organization for Black Power (OBP) together. 
Stanford informed Thomas that if he, Thomas, would agree to 
bring the DDJ into RAM and the OBP, Thomas would have the 
support of RAM and the OBP. Stanford and Thomas discussed (&) 
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Group, , 
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de¢clagsifAsation 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI); it is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents. 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Revolutionary Action Movement 


financial problems and their need for money and Stanford 
told Thomas that Jesse Gray, the leader of the OBP, is 

, Supposedly going to obtain $30,000 and Thomas could obtain 
$10,000 of this money. Stanford did not say when or how 
Gray is to obtain this money. 


[A second confidential source, who has furnished 
eliable information in the past, advised o 
November 20, 1958, ]Jthat Jesse Gray had been (22 1) 
Organizer for thé Harlem Region of the Communist 
‘Party (CP), but this position terminated 

during November, 1958. 


A third confidential source, who has furnished 

reliable information in the past, advised cn 
January 24, 1964, that according to Willtem whet, 
L, Patterson, Chairman ofthe New York Districh “"—"™™™\" 
CP, Jessa\Gray is no longer a‘ member _of the 

CP, but i @ . aero, 


weer et 


s\friendly to the CP. 
t \: ; cv ' 
swe =~ Stanford’ told Thomas that it would “be beneficial ? 
for him, Thomas, to attend an OBP meeting scheduled to be 
held over the Labor Day weekend, 1965, in Detroit, Michigan, 
Stanford adding that it would afford an opportunity for 

Thomas to meet some of the people involved in "their cause", 
According to Stanford, Thomas would be furnished money for — 

his expenses in making the trip to Detroit, but Stanford did 

not indicate who would furnish the money(Z) 


Stanford told Thomas. that he, Stanford, wants unity 
between RAM, the OBP, and the DDJ, and Stanford believes that 
they can assist one another. Stanford indicated that if hara 
should come to any,members of their groups they will retaliate 
and "“pressure™ would be put on individuals responsible for the 
harm. According to Stanford, someone could possibly get killed 
if harm came to any members of their groups.(@) 
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Stanford and Thomas conferred about First Name 
Unknown (FNU)' Sims, of Bogalusa, Louisiana, who is affiliated 
with the DDJ and there appeared to be ey or mis- 


understanding between Thomas and Sims. 


Thomas indicated that he needed some Carbine rifles 
for the DDJ and Stanford said he probably could obtain some 

for him. Stanford said that he needed some hand gis and 
Thomas indicated he could pobsibly obtain some fox Stanford Q@) 


5, i th ‘alked about obtaining s' ee 
ets. Stanford and Thomas also discussed the need for 
Negroes to arm themselves, 
Thomas informed Stanford that he, Thozas, has a 
white female secretary, originally from Los Angeles, UValiformiia, 
who, is working with the Congress of Racial Equality. (CORE) in 
Jonesboro, Louisiana, as a médical worker and Thomas. indicated. . 
that this girl was his "girl friend". This girl is describes 
as a white female in her early 20's, 5 feet 6 inches, r) 
125 pounds, medium build, dark hair, and she is attractive o& 


When Stanford and Thomas concluded their visit, 
they left with the understanding that they would see each 
cther in Detroit over the 1965 Labor Day weekend at the 
scheduled OBP meeting. The other individuals afriliated wita 
RAM in New York City who accompanied Stanford, also indicated 
Saad aie Thomas at the scheduled OBP meeting in 
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On November 3, 1964, a source made available a 
document entitled "The Revolutionary Action Movement Manifesto," 
the document having been obtained by the source from an 
individual known to be a member of the Revolutionary Action 
Movement (RAM). 


This document stated, in part, that RAM was officially 
organized in the Winter of 1963 by Afro-Americans who support 
the revolutionary objectives of ROBERT F. WILLIAMS, now 
residing in Cuba, and his concept of organized violence to 
achieve the liberation of the Afro-American people in the 
United States. This Manifesto disclosed that RAM had oriented 
its program to one of education and political revolution and 
the organization of a "black" political party with revolutionary . 
objectives, having recognized the need for a "black revolution” 
that could and would seize power. ‘RAM philosophy is described 
in this document as one of revolutionary nationalism, that is, 
one involving the struggles of the nonwhite races of the world 
against exploitation and enslavement by the white capitalist 
and imperialist nations. 


Regarding WILLIAMS,’ it should be noted that on 
August 28, 1961, a Federal warrant was issued at Charlotte, 
North Carolina, charging him with Unlawful Flight to Avoid 
Prosecution for the crime of kidnapping. Subsequent to the 


. Assuance of this warrant, WILLIAMS fled the United States to 


Cuba, where he now publishes a monthly newsletter entitled 


_"Phe Crusader” from Havana. 


This source in September, 1964, advised RAM is 
dedicated to the overthrow of the capitalist system in the 
United States, by violence if necessary, and to its replacement 
by .@ socialistic system oriented toward the Chinese communist 


‘Anterpretation of Marxism-Leninism. RAM is'entirely nonwhite 


in membership, clandestine in nature, and owes its primary 
allegiance to the "Bandung World," that is, the nonwhite races 
of the world rather than to any national entity, as such. 


On November 16, 1964, a second source advised he 
learned recently from an RAM member that the organization 
began in Detroit, Michigan, largely under the impetus of 
DON PREEMAN, described as the "Father" of RAM and referred to 
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as RAM's "Black Stalin." FREEMAN served as RAM Chairman, 
with MAXWELL STANFORD, now of New York City, formerly of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, serving as RAM Field Chairman. 


This source stated in May, 1965, there has been no 
formal headquarters, as such, for RAM but that headquarters 
have been with FREEMAN since he hus played such a dominant role 
in the leadership of and has directed the policies and 
activities of the organization. 


Within recent months, according to the second source, 
dissension within RAM has become evident and some dissatisfaction 
with FREEMAN's leadership has arisen. So far as is known, how- 
ever, he v&mains the titular leader of RAM. 


To date, according to the second source in May, 1965, 
RAM has organized units and membership in several of the larger 
cities in the United States east of the Mississippi River and 
the organization is currently active in attempting to recruit 
new members and expand its sphere of influence. 
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b —_— Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of 
‘Sh a letterhead memorandum concerning captioned matter. . ‘ 


Copies of this letterhead memorandum: are being 
disseminated locally to the 108th Intelligence Group and 
« to Secret Service in view of the militant tone of the 
‘newspaper as displayed by its masthead which states 
"Better to Right on Your Feet Than to Live on Your Knees." 


The sources ‘mentioned in the letterhead’ 
lemorandum.are identified as follows: | rZ 
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(Interviewed -by. New. York Division 
. in May land June, 2965). 
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identities: could logically, be: disclosed from this. infor- 
mation. which could. compromise ‘their future effectiveness - 
and''be: detrimental to the national interests of ‘the . 
United::States. 


_ ‘fhe: Boston Division will continue to: follow 
this matter and report any pertinent developments. 
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RACIAL MATTERS ye 251,45! 7 


00: NEW ORLEANS peeLAssED y's fa weyers ote eet 
ON nO 

ReBulet to Los Angeles dated 8/11/65 and Ney 
Orleans teletype to Los Angeles dated 9/22/65 


Enclosed for ‘the Bureau is-an original and le 
seven copies of a letterhead memorandum (LHM) setting 


out information concerning captioned organization. ‘Three 
copies of the LHM are enclosed for New Orleans. 0 4 id 
Copies of the LHM are being sent to Region II, 
115th INTC, Pasadena, Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Unit, .. woe 
Los Angeles, and Secret Service, Los Angeles. = SE 
ta TUN 
This LHM is being classified confidenttal because 2b 
information from sources utilized in the LHM could result ji¢¢ 
in the identification of sources of continuing value Ca 
and compromise future effectiveness thereof. OW 
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File No, Peed October 6 1965 
rr | | 
a ‘ 
: - FRIENDS OF THE DEACONS, also known as 
s - DEACONS FOR .DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, 
DEAGONS 


On August 20, 1965 Deputy Edward Blake, Intelligence 
Division, Boston, Massachusetts Police Department, advised 
‘that Chief Phillip Purcell, Newton, Massachusetts Police 
Department, had telephonically advised him that ‘he had 
received a rumor that a. meeting of some militant Negro 
roup was to be held at the Young Men's Christian Association 
YMCA), Huntington Avenue, Boston, on August 22, 1965. 


' Deputy Blake advised that he had ‘contacted the 
Huntington Avenue YMCA and determined that they were | 
unaware of any such meting to’be held there. On investi- 
gating further, Deputy Blake advised that helad learned through 
Captain Paul Sullivan, Division 9, Boston, Massachusetts Police 
Department that a group calling themselves the ‘Deacons was to 
meet on August 22, 1965 in the afternoon at the new YMA, 
401 Warren Street, Roxbury, Massachusetts, As far as Captain 
' Sullivan could determine, this was a Negro group and Deputy 
‘Blake believed that it was probably the one referred to by 
Chief Purcell. 


7 On’ Atigus. 21, 1965, a source who has furnished 
reliable information in the past advised that there exists 
in’the South an organization known as} the ‘Dea¢ons The source 
described this organization as an armed Negro vigilante group. 
organized for the purpose of protecting the wives am children: 
of the Negroes in the South. 


~ The source advised that on Sunday evening, August 22, 
1968 « at 3:00 P.M. a group calling themselves the Deacons was | 
to meet at the YMCA on Warren ‘Street, Roxbury. The source 
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stated he was not aware of wheth$r this group was actually an 


extension of the Southern Deacons or whether they had assumed 
this name on naeer own, 


On een 23, 1965 this same source advised that 
approximately fifty to sixty persons attended the meeting 
mentioned ‘ebeys About twenty-five of this group were ' 
embers of the ‘white race and the remainder: members of the , 
Negro race. About half way through the meeting the white 
persons in attendance were requested to leave: and they all 
yose and left without any question. - The source ‘stated that 
‘the purpose of |the meeting was to raise funds to aid the 
Deacons organization in the South. It was afmouhoed at this 
moeting that a,second meeting would be held at t arters 

group on August 30, 1965 at 

» Massachusetts. The sourcé advised 

at he does not believe that the Deacons are sponsored by 

the Boston Action group but that that group is undoubtedly 
sympathetic and lending its support. The source stated that 
the Boston Action group is a legitimate Civil Rights 
orgenization whose membership is made up Of : persons both 
in the white and Negro race «(2 


On August 31, 1965 this. gene source stated that | 
the meeting of the Deacons held on August 30, 1965 at Boston 
Action group headquarters was attended by only approximately 
seven persons. The source stated ‘that a person whom he 
believes to have been introduced as Ronald Costa from New 
York City was to be the principal speaker. Ioccatly, Arthur ' 
TE nets the Boston Action group was in charge. ,The source 
“Ys not aware of what took place at this neoting (8) [1 

On August 23; 1965 Deputy Edward Blake, previously 
soutivued, advised that on August 22, 1965 at 3:00 P.M., 
Patrolman Frank McLean, a plainclothes officer of the Boston 
Police Department, was present at the YMCA building, 01 
Warren,,Street, Roxbury, Massachusetts, and observed a small { 
group of persons, both Negro and white, most -of whom were 
men, in attendance at a meeting at the YMCA hall. Officer 
McLean stated that the meeting had no sooner started’ then 
the young Negro whose identity is unknown to Patrolman 


McLean and who was officiating at the meeting, requested 
the white persons to leave. At this point, Colonel Thomas 


2. 


* 


Wright, Executive Secretary of the YMCA, stopped the meeting 
and told the speaker that the meeting would have to come to a 
close if people were excluded from the meeting because of 
their color. The Negro officiating at the meeting told the 
Colonel that the white persons present who were known to | 
him were sympathetic to the purpose of the meeting and were 
in accord with his request that they leave. ' a 


Colonel Wright stated that no white person would 
have to leave but the group of white persons present left‘ 
the hall remainizg in the lobby of the YMCA until the meeting 
was over, 


Officer McLean stated that donations were asked 

for at this meeting and several speaches were made stressing 
the difficulty mder which the Negro race live in the South 
and the necessity groups such as the Deacons in the South 
receive financial support to enable them to continue to 
operate. These speeches were interspersed with entertainment 
by a Calypso band. , 


: Deputy Blake stated that bes: permit for use of the | 
hall was taken out in the name of the Deacons by Dee: 
Guilderson, 399 Columbus Avenue, Boston, Massachusetts 


Deputy Blake stated that several days prior to the 
meeting, flyers were distributed in the Roxbury area of 
Boston, Massachusetts which announced a.rally sponsored by 
the Boston Friends to Support the Deacons for Defense and 
Justice. According ‘to the flyer, the rally Was sponsored , 
by the, Boston Action group and "Rebellion", Thé flyer 
announced that speakers would consist of a representative 
of the Deacons, a Roxbury victim of police brutality and 
the editor of “Rebellion”. ~ 


Deputy Blake stated that "Rebellion" is a militant 
type newspaper published in mimeographed form by a Boston 
group of Civil Rights workers, Deputy Blake stated that tho 
Boston Action group is a regularly organized Civil Nights zrou. 
located in the Roxbury area of Boston, aca 


At the meeting at the YMCA, a, sewdna mimeog raphed 
flyer was distributed announcing a meeting of "Deacons for 
Defense", The subject of the meeting was to be the Los 


‘Angeles riot. The meeting was to take place on August 26, 
1965 at 8:00 P.M. at the Boston Action group headquarters, 
« The flyer stated that additional 


cen ae could be obtained by calling telephone numbi 


The listing service of the Roxbury Business Offian 
of the New England Telephone and Telegraph Company identi: 


the above number as being listed to Arthur Weeks/finch, 
Dey iaszachuset ter 


Deputy Blake advised that Arthur Weeks\#inch wes 
investigated by the Boston Police Department on April 17, 
1965 relative to the purchase by him of a gun at Kittery, 
Maine on March 5, 1965. Finch admitted the purchase of tis 
gion and surrendered a .38 caliber Smith and Wesson revolysr 
to the Boston Police Department. 


On August 25, 1965 a second source who has furnished 
reliable information in the past advised that he had been 
peesent at a meeting held to support the Deacons at the YMA 
on August 22, 1965. The source stated the speakers.wora 
rather militant in tone and drew attention to reported 
atrocities committed in the South agairt Negroes. The Sourcs 

, Stated that the advertised exposure of brutality by the 
Boston Police Department did not take place (&X). (1) 


The source stated that’he knew that the second 
meeting of thi was held at Boston Action eroup 
he adquarters, on August 26,°1965. 
The: source stated that he understands only six persons wirs 
present e is not aware of what took place at the 
nootins LEK ; 


On September 1s; 1965 the source stated that hv 
had learned that penny postcards had been sent through th. 
mail to various persons announcing a meeting of "Deacons 
of Defense and Justice" was to be held at 8:00 P.M. on 
September 16, 1965 at Boston. Action group headquarters. 
At this meeting the announced program was to be a discuss) an 
of the role this group might play to benefit the Roxbury 
community, to plan for defense measures and discuss tae (EF 1 
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increasing number of white hate groups functioning in the 
Roxbury area. These cards were signed by Jackie Guilderson, 
Representative. (7) 


'On ‘Septenber 16, 1965 a third source who has furnished 


‘reliable information in the past, but with whom insufficient 


contact has been had to properly evaluate his reliability 
advised|that he is aware of a group who onlled. thanselves) 20-1 
Deacons for Defense and Justice, Friends of the Deacons, and 


are normally referred to just by the name Deacons. This 


source stated that although the. Deacons for Defense are a 
militant group originally formed in the South, he has no 
information to believe that the small group at Boston 
are in any way officially connected with the group in the 
South. He believes that this group has taken upon itself 
to organize in the hope that it may more readily increase 
its membership by using a neme which is well known among 4% 
members of the Negro race. . The, source sfated he believes Mie 
uilderson and Jackie 
dford (&7 (0) 


Guilderson, husband and wife, and Ron 


The source stated that Mr. and Mrs. Guilderson 
have been active in Civil Rights groups such as the Boston 
Action group and Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) and have 
participated in picket lines and other demonstrations in 
support of various Civl Rights matters. Ronald Bedford 
has likewise participated in organized Civil Rights 
demonstrations and was one of a group of students who travelled 
to Cuba in 196, in violation of State Department orders against 
such travel. 


According to the source, Arthur Finch is a very, 
active member of the Boston Action group and although his 
name has been connected with the Deacons, he does not 
believe that Finch is a menber of this small group because 
of the fact that Pinch is a member of thewhite race andthe. 
Deacons reportedly allow only Negroes to be nembers a) iT 


This source stated that Ron Bedford and the Guildersons 
in his opinion are the heart of the Deacons and he doubts if 
there are more than three’ or four other people interested 
in the group. The source stated that he has heard that the 
group is contemplating trying to re-organize the group under(%) (I 


the name. "Pathers For Defense" feeling that the Deacons are 

a failure and that possibly a change in the name might 

attract new menbers. The source also stated that in his 

opinion the Guildersons and Bedford together with William 

mda Karen Sacks are instrumental in publishing a mimeographod 
newspaper known as "Rebellion", The source stated that this 

is a very militant type publication which attacks polica 

methods and police brutality and plays up atrocities 

committed against Negroes. The source stated that Willian 

and Karen Sacks were also among the group of students who 
travelled to Cuba in violation of the State Departmont uocroe (BY (0 


On September 17, 1965 Colonel Thomas Wright, 
Executive Secretary, YMCA, 01 Warren Street, Roxbury, 
Massachusetts, stated that the YMCA meeting hall was made 
available for a meeting advertised as a rally to raise funds 
to support the Deacons for Defense. Colonel Wright stated. .. . 
that he went into the meeting hall just at the moment when 
an unidentified Negro speaker had requested the white members 
of the audience to leave the hall. 


Colonel Wright immediately interrupted the meeting 
and stated that the meeting would be dissolved if any one 
Was excluded because of race or religion. He told the 
wiite persons that they need not leave but in spite of this 
all the white members of the group left the hall and 
waited around in the lobby of the YMCA until the meeting 
concluded. The members of the white group seemed to be 
in complete sympathy with the Negro speaker and made no 
protest about leaving the meeting. 


Colonel Wright stated that he only remained a 
‘short period at the meeting and while the speaker discussed 
Negro problems in the South in a rather militant tone, he 
believed that the speaker was being factual in what he said. 


4 On August 23, 1965 a source who has furnYshed 
\Eldable information in the past advised that Bild/{Epton, 


\/Viee President of /the Progressive Labor Party, had stuted 

that he ad David ouglas_ of _the-Progressive Labor Party 

had been up to Béston. In Boston, they had been at an” 

intown rally in a black community in a new YMA. Everyone 

at the meeting was black except forty-five whites who were 
all Trotskyites and the‘whites were all asked to leave. mate (t4) 
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was brought out in a discussion between Douglas and an 


unknown male who made a speech at this intoyn rally (OJ (0) 


The source stated that Epton during the discussion 
with the unknown male, asked "Are we going to do that 
‘tRebellion! paper from Boston"? The unknown male replied 
that they had agreed to do it a long time ago once a month 
and they would train one of their people to paste it up, 
write headlines, design am so forth. This unknown male 
then stated that a meeting had been held with Jackie and 
ker husband while they were in New rk City and arrangements 
were made at that time to do it in the shop (Tri Line Offset 
Company, 132 Nassau Street, New York City, the Progressive 
‘Labor Party print shop) «(Ly it) 


Epton asked the unknown male if Jackie's husband 
was in the Progressive Labor Club that was formed and the 
unknown male advised he did not know but had spoken to 
Jackie and her husband about it and they said they were 
prepared generally. The unknown male added that he had 
mt with Jackie and her husband the outcome of which was 
that "Wetll help them out financially; we'll train them; 
wetll] print and we will help them out financially”. IT 


The source stated that he believes the unknown 
male to be Bill chdoo. Py T) 


David/Douglas identified himself as a member. 
of tHe Harlem Progressive Labor Party Club 
‘during a speech he made on August 6, 196k at 
a’ Progressive Labor Party demonstration at 
VY 100th Street and Amsterdam Avenue, New York 
i 
\y 


City. 


Af source who has furnished reliable information 


en See 


known as CERGE, 


A characterization of CERGE is attached hereto. 
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A characterization of Student Committee for Travel 
to cuba is attached hereto. 


A characterization of the Progressive Labor Party, 
‘ds attached hereto. 


It is believed that the meeting mentioned by the 
source above is the meeting held at the new YMCA, 01 
Warren Street, Roxbury on August 22, 1965 since the 
circumstances. described by the gbove source, coincide with 
what ‘took place at this meeting (0) 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It 
is the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is 
loaned to: your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 


CONFIDENTIAL © 


ay | APPENDIX 
COMMITTEE T0 DEFEND RESISTANCE ; 
TO GHETTO LIFE (GERGE ! 


A source advised on February 3, 1965, that CERGE 
was formed on November 1, 196h, as a front of the Progressive 
Labor Movement (PLM), presently known as Progressive Labor 
Party (PLP). All personnel which comprise the committee 
are PLM members. CERGE was organized to raise finds for the 
PLM'in order that the PLM: will have money for bail when it 
becomes necessary. The péople connected with CERGE hope to 
build it into a national organization. 


A second source advised on March 5, 1965, that it 
is the plan of the PLM. to recruit people into CERGE and use 
CERGE as a recruiting front for PLM members. The PLM plans 
to give instructions in Marxist philosophy and those who 
respond will be advanced from CERGE to PLM membership. 


' A third source advised on February 3, 1965, that 
CERGE receives mail through Abbott Business Service, a 
legitimate business operation, 1h7 West end Street, New 
York, New York. 


The first source advised on May S$, 1965, that CERGE 


maintains its office at Room 617, One Union Square, New York, 
New York. 
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STUDENT COMMITTEE FOR TRAVEL TO CUBA 


"The Columbia Owl," weekly student newspaper of 
Columbia University, New York City, December 12, 1962, issue, 
page one, contained an article entitled "Students to Visit 
Cuba During. Holidays." This article stated in part that 
the Ad Hoc Student Committee for Travel to Cuba was formed 
October 14, 1962, by a group of students from New York ‘City 
universities, the University of Wisconsin, Oberlin Colleg«. 
and the University. of North Carolina, who stated that as 
students they would like a chance to see and evaluate the 
situation in Cuba for themselves and had received an offer 
of transportation and two weeks' stay in Cuba from the 
Federation of University Students in Havana, as guests of 
the Federation. The ‘Committee accepted the offer and applied 
to the State Department of the United States for passport 
validation which was refused; however, over fifty students 
planned to defy the State Department ban and go to Cuba. 


A source advised on December 6, 1962, it was learned 
the Ad Hoc Student Committee for Travel to Cuba had recently been 
formed by the Progressive Labor Group. 


A second source advised on September 13, 1963, that during 
the summer of 1963, fifty-nine individuals traveled to Cuba; the 
leaders of the group were members of the Progressive Labor Movement; 
sn trip was planned and organized by Progressive Labor Movement 
members. 


A third source advised on October 9, 1963, the Student 
Committee for Travel to Cuba was utilizing Post Office Box 2178, 
‘New York, New York, as its mailing address. 


On March 12, 1965, Philip Abbott Luce, L_____——S——_ I, bé 
New York, New York, a self-admitted member of the Student Committee b7C 
for Travel to Cuba Executive Committee and the Progressive Labor 
Movement National Coordinating Committee, advised as follows: 


The Student Committee for Travel to Cuba (SCTC) was 
formerly known as the Ad Hoc Student Committee for Travel to Cuba 
and the Permanent Student Committee for Travel to Cuba. 


Luce was a leader and Rapala rap of the 1963 trip to 
Cuba and an organizer of the 1964 trip to Cuba amiboth trips were 
sponsored by the SCTC. 


APPENDIX 
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STUDENT COMMITTEE FOR TRAVEL TO CUBA: 


‘By. the Spring of 1964, the Executive Committee of 
the SCTC was considered to be members of the Progressive Labor 
Movement. 


No trip to Cuba or China was being planned by the 
SCTC for 1965, 
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PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY (PLP) 
PROGRESSIVE LABOR MOVEMENT (PLM) 


A source advised on April 20, 1965, that the PLP, 
formerly known as the PLM, held its first national convention 
April. 15-18, 1965, at New York City, to organize the PLM into 
a PLP. The PLP will have as its ultimate objective the 
establishment of a militant working class movement based on 
Marxism-Leninism. 


"The New York Times," City Edition, Tuesday, April 20, 
1965, page 27, reported that a new party of "revolutionary socialism" 
was formally founded on April 18, 1965, under the name of the PLP. 
The PLP was described as an outgrowth of the PLM. Its officers 
were identified as. Milton Rosen, New York, President, and William 
Epton of New York and Mort Scheer of San Francisco, Vice Presidents. 
A 20-member National Committee was elected to direct the party 
until the next convention. 


According to the article, "The Progressive Labor’ Movement 
was founded in 1962 by Mr. Rosen and Mr. Scheer after they were 
expelled from the Communist Party of the United States for 
assertedly following the Chinese Communist line." 


The PLP publishes the "Marxist-Leninist Quarterly," a 
theoretical magazine; "Progressive Labor," a monthly magazine; 
"Challenge," a New York City newspaper; and "Spark," a west coast 
newspaper. 


The June 1, 1965, issue of "Challenge," page 6, states 
that, "this paper is dedicated to fight for a new way of life - 
where the working men and women own and control their homes, 
factories, the police, courts, and the entire government on 
every level." 


The source advised that the PLP utilizes the address of 
General Post Office Box 808, Brooklyn 1, New York, but also utilizes 
an office in Room 622, 132'Nassau Street, New York City, where 
PLP publications are prepared. 
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Boston is believed to refer to a meeting of the Deacons 

at Boston since the YMCA where the Deacons! meeting was 

held is new and the circumstances of the white group Ay, 
being asked to leave the meeting fits with the group mentioned | 

in referenced letter. a 


The paper, "Rebellion" mentioned in the LHM has 
been previously brought to the attention of the Bureau. 


Boston will continue to follow the activities 
of this group and report any pertinent information. 
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